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MASTER  OF  DISASTER 


Conrad  Ruiz’s  explosive  watercolors 
chart  Obama-era  agony  and  ecstasy  — 
and  mark  a  new  wave  of  California  painting  P20 


Includes  Custom 
DlsP)ay  Folder! 


100th  Anniversary  brings 
New  Designs  for  Lincoln  Cent! 


Get  a  historic  Complete  Uncirculated  2009  Set! 


For  its  100th  anniversary 
in  2009,  the  beloved 
Lincoln  cent  is  featuring 
new  reverse  designs 
honoring  Abe  Lincoln’s  . 
birthplace  in  Kentucky,  his 
formative  years  in  Indiana, 
his  professional  life  in 
Honoring  beloved  Illinois,  and  his  presidency 
President  Lincoln  Washington,  D.C.  -  ' 

replacing  the  Memorial 
reverse  in  use  for  half  a  century!  Now  get 
a  historic  Uncirculated  8-coin  collection  - 
featuring  a  complete  2009  Philadelphia 
(P)  &  Denver  (D)  Mint  set  with  the  first 
new  cent  designs  in  50  years.  With  your 


Uncirculated  8-coin  set,  you'll  also 
receive  a  custom  display  folder  for 
the  Lincoln  cent  series,  plus  get  a 
2008  Lincoln  cent  bearing  the  last 
Memorial  reverse  absolutely  FREE! 
Save  46%  plus  FREE  Shipping! 
Order  within  15  days  for  ONLY 
$2.95  and  SAVE  46%  plus  Free 
Shipping!  You’ll  also  receive  our 
fully  illustrated  catalog,  plus  other 
fascinating  selections  from  our  Free 
Examination  Coins-on-Approval 
Service,  from  which  you  may 
purchase  any  or  none  of  the  coins  - 
return  balance  in  15  days  -  with 
option  to  cancel  at  any  time.  * 


Order  this  historic  8-coin  set  today! 

Mail  coupon  or  visit  us  at  www.LittletonCoin.com/specials 


Uncirculated  P&D  8-Coin  Set 


Philadelphia  Mint  Denver  Mint  coins 

coins  bear  no  mint  mark  have  "D"  mint  mark 


45-Day  Money  Back  Guarantee  of  Satisfaction 


Act  now 
and  get 
the  2008 

Uncirculated  Lincoln  cent  with 
the  last  Memorial  reverse  desigi 

Special  Offer  for  New  Customers  Only 

I  rTTf  VCC I  p*ease  send  me  the  Complete 
|  TCji  Uncirculated  2009  P&D  8-Coin 
|  Lincoln  Cent  Set  with  a  Custom  Display  Folder 
|  for  ONLY  $2.95  -  regularly  $S*?9,  plus  Free 
!  Shipping  (limit  5  sets).  Also  send  my  FREE 
!  Uncirculated  2008  Memorial  Reverse  Cent 
■  (one  per  customer,  please). 


|  ORDERS  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  WITHIN  15  DAYS  ] 


Method  of  Payment: 

How  Many  Sets 

□  Check  payable  to 

(limit  5): 

Littleton  Coin  Co. 

Total  Cost  @ 

□  VISA 

$2.95  per  set:  $ 

□  MasterCard 

Shipping  &  _ 

□  American  Express 

Handlina:  $  rREE! 

□  Discover  Network 

Total  Amount:  $ 

Card  No. 

Exp.  Date / 

M  m  m  m  i  M  M  mn 

Name 

Please  prtnt  your  complete  name  and  address  dearly 
Address _ 


Please  send  coupon  to: 

a  Dept.  9PG428 

(Littleton  1309  Mt.  Eustis  Road  y 
1  Coin  Company*  Littleton  NH  03561-3737  o 


V 

UNIVERSITY  of 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


INFORMATION  SESSION: 

Saturday, 
December  12 

1 1  :30a.m. 

USF  University  Center  Rm  222 
2130  Fulton  Street 


*  Fiction,  poetry,  and 
nonfiction  concentrations 

■  All  evening  courses 

■  Two-year  program  culminating 
in  a  book-length  work 

■  Small  class  size;  individual 
instruction 

*  Teaching  creative  writing 
and  TAships 


415-422-6066  mfaw@usfca.edu  www.usfca.edu/mfaw 


For  a  complete  listing  of  all  graduate  programs  at  ust,  visit:  www.usfca.edu/graduate 


core  faculty: 


Stephen  Beachy  ■  David  Booth  ■  Catherine  Brady  ■  Lewis  Buzbee  ■  Lowell  Cohn 
Norma  Cole  ■  Lisa  Harper  ■  Aaron  Shurin  ■  Karl  Soehnlein  ■  Jane  Anne  Staw  ■  David  Vann 


Kdiu-iiiiug  Minds  ;md  I  jcnrls 


CLOSE 

TO 

BART 


3260  26th  St  •  San  Francisco 

(Btwn  Folsom  &  So.  Van  Ness)  •  Open  M-F  7-5:30 


|  CHECKS  ||  ATM  1 


visit  us  at  www.bwservicecenter.com 


SOMETIMES  ADDITIONAL  PARTS  &  LABOR  MAY  BE  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  THE  JOB  PROPERLY.  COST  MAY  BE  SUBSTANTIAL 


VOTED 


FOR  THIRD  STRAIGHT  YEAR  BY  SF  WEEKLY  READERS! 


SATURN 

® TOYOTA 


DACURA 

NISSAN 


H*© 


SUB 

Jeep 


SAAB 

BEZ3QQEZ3E3 


OIL,  LUBE  &  FILTER 


SUGGESTED  FACTORY  MAINTENANCE  SCHEDULE 


7,500  MILE 
SERVICE 

SUGGESTED  INTERVALS-  7,500/ 
22,000/  37,500/  52,000/  97,500/ 
112,500/  127,500  MILES 
*  Typically  includes  the  following  services: 

•  Change  Engine  Oil  &  Filter 
(with  Pennzoii  up  to  5  quarts) 

•  Check  &  Top  OH  All  Fluids 

•  Lubricate  Chassis  (if  applicable) 

•  Check  Air  Filter 

•  Inspect  Front  &  Rear  Brakes 
•Inspect  Belts 

•Inspect  Hoses 

•  Set  Proper  Tire  Air  Pressure 

•  Rotate  Tires 

•  Inspect  CV  Boots  &  Drive  Axles 
•Inspect  Wiper  Blades 

•  Road  Test 

Starting  As  Low  As 


15,000  MILE  SERVICE 

SUGGESTED  INTERVALS-  15,000/  45,000/  75,000 
105,000/  135,000  MILES 

*  Typically  includes  Ihn  following  secvicas: 


•Replace  Engine  Oil  &  • 

Filter  (with  Pennzoii  5 
quarts)  < 

•Check  &  Top  OH  All 
Fluids 

•  Lubricate  Chassis 
(if  applicable) 

•Replace  Air  Filter 

•  Replace  Spark  Plugs* 
•Adjust  Idle  Speed 

(if  applicable) 

•  Inspect  Front  & 

Rear  Brakes 

•Gean  &  Adjust  Rear 
Brakes  (if  applicable) 

•  Inspect  Brake  Lines 
&  Hoses 

•Adjust  Parking  Brake 
(if  needed) 

•  inspect  Belts  Starting 

•  Inspect  Hoses 


•  Set  Proper  Tire 
Air  Pressure 

•Rotate  Tires 

•  Service  Battery 

•  Check  Engine  Timing 
(if  applicable) 

•  Inspect  CV  Boots  & 
Drive  Axles 

>  Inspect  Suspensions 
’Inspect  Steering 
System 

•Lubricate  Hinges, 

Locks  &  Latches 
•Inspect  Exhaust  Systen 

’  Check  Exterior  Ughts 

•  Inspect  Wiper  Blades 

•  Road  Test  Vehicle 

As  Low  As 


30,000  MILE  SERVICE 

SUGGESTED  INTERVALS-  30,000/  60,000/  90,000 
120,000  MILES 

*  Typically  Includes  tho  fallowing  servkos: 


•  Replace  Engine  Oil  & 
Filterfwith  Pennzoii  up 
to  5  quarts) 

•  Lubricate  Chassis 
(if  applicable) 

•  Replace  Air  Filter 

•  Replace  Spark  Plugs* 

•  Ad]ust  Idle  Speed 
(if  applicable) 

•  Replace  Transmission 
Fluid 

•  Replace  Brake  Fluid 

•  Replace  Coolant 

•  Replace  Axle  Fluid 
(If  applicable) 

•  Check  and  Adjust  Engine 
Timing  (if  applicable) 

•  Check  &  Adjust  Belts 
(if  needed) 

•  Pressure  Test  Cooling 
System 

•  Inspect  Hoses  &  Clamps 

•Inspect  Heating  & 

Cooling  System 

•  Service  Battery  & 
Connections 

•  Test  Charging  System 

•  Set  Proper  lire  Air 
Pressure 

•  Rotate  Tires 

•  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box 


Brake . 

•Clean  &  Adjust  Rear 
Brakes  (if  applicable) 

•Adjust  Parking  Brake 
(if  needed) 

•  Inspect  Calipers,  Rotors 

•  Inspect  Brake  Lines 

•Check  &  Adjust  Clutch 
(if  applicable) 

•  Lubricate  Hinges, 

Locks  &  Latches 

•Check  Fuel  System  Filters 

•  Inspect  CV.  Boots  & 

Drive  Axles 

•Inspect  Exhaust  System 

•  Inspect  Steering  System 

•  Inspect  &  Lubricate 
Suspension 

•Check  Exterior  Lights 

•Inspect  Wiper  Blades 

•Road  Test  Vehicle 

Starting  As  Low  As 


Limited  Slip  and  Valve  adjustments  additional  cost 
vehicle  price  and  service  may  vary  depending  on  manufacturer's 


‘Vans,  Mid  Engines,  6  &  8  Cylinder  Engines  aand  4X4's  EXTRA.  Platinum  Plugs,  Synthetic  Oil 
•  Price  ond  Service  listings  shown  are  fortypical  4  cylinder  American  &  Import  cors  and  light  trucks.  Your 

recommendations.  With  Ad.  Expires  1/20/10 

SERVICES  SUGGESTED  IN  THIS  SCHEDULE  HAVE  BEEN  DETERMINED  BY  THE  MANUFACTURER'S  GENERAL  RECOMMENDATIONS  AND 
OUR  YEARS  OF  AUTOMOTIVE  EXPERIENCE.  THIS  MENU  MEETS  OR  EXCEEDS  THE  MINIMUN  SERVICE  REOUIRMENTS  PUBLISHED  IN  YOUR 
OWNERS  MANUAL  FOR  2000  AND  UP  MODELS  THE  SERVICE  REQUIREMENTS  AND  COST  MAY  VARY,  PLEASE  CALL  FOR  DETAILS. 


INCLUDES: 

•  Change  Engine  Oil  &  Filter 
(with  Pennzoii  5x30,  10x30  or 

20w50-up  to  5  quarts) 

•  Lube  Chassis  (if  applicable) 

•  Check  All  Fluid  Levels 

•  Check  Tire  Pressure  •  Inspect  Wiper  Blades 
Includes  Waste  Disposal 

•  Most  Cars  and  Light  Trucks 

Synthetic  oil,  cartridge  type  filters  and  some 
models  slightly  higher.  Plus  Tax. 


With  this  ad. 
Expires  1/20/10  SFBG 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 

STARTING  AS  LOW  AS 


FRONT  WHEEL  DRIVE  INCLUDED 


•Price  shown  Is  for 
a  bask  four  cylinder 
American  and  Import 


INCLUDES 

•  New  pressure  plate 

•  New  dutch  disk 

•  New  throw-out 
bearing 

•  New  pilot  bearing 
(if  applicable) 

•  Adjust  linkage  or 
cable 

•  Drain  and  refill 
transmission  with 


System  (if  applicable) 

•  Inspect  front  axles 
&  driveshaft 

•  Inspect  output  shaft 
seals 

•  Inspect  rear  main 
seal 

•  Road  test 

•  Lifetime  adjustments 


BRAKE  SPECIAL 

STARTING  AS  LOW  AS 


FREE  BRAKE 
INSPECTION 

INCLUDES: 

•  installing  new  top  quality  pods'  or  shoes 

•  Apply  anti-squeak  treatment  on  pads 

•  Inspecl  rotors  and  drums  •  Inspect  master 
cylinder,  wheel  cylinder,  hoses  and  calipors 

•  Repack  wheel  bearings  (if  applicable) 

•  Top  off  broke  fluid 

•  Adjust  parking  broke  (if  needed) 

•  Tire  rotation  upon  request  •  Road  tost 
*semi-metallic  pods  extra.  Machining 

rotors  or  drums  extra  With  this  ad.  I 

Price  for  your  vehido  may  vary.  Coll  for  details.  Expires  1/20/10  SFBG. 


»T*«n  M  o  AS  LOW  AS 

INCLUDES: 

•  Installing  new  GATES 
timing  belt 

•  Inspect  accessory  belts 

•  Check  &  adjust  timing 
(if  applicable) 

•  Inspect  water  pump 

•  Inspect  camshaft  seals 

•  Inspect  crankshaft  seals 

•  Inspecl  tensioners 
&  idlers 

•  Road  Test 


Why  You  Need 
To  Replace  The 
Timing  Belt 

Most  manufacturers 
recommend  replac¬ 
ing  every  60,  OOO 
miles  or  six  years,  if 
the  timing  belt  breaks 
it  could  cause  seri¬ 
ous  engine  damage. 

"Price  shown  is  for  typical  four 
cylinder  American  &  Import 
car  or  light  truck.  Price  tor 
your  vehicle  may  vary.  Call  for 
details. 
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Now  through  12/24 

$2i)  Bonus  Bucks 

Spend  $50  or  more  between  12/4- 12/24 
and  get  $20  off  your  next  $50  purchase 


*  Spend  $50  or  more  at  any  Vans  store  between  12/4- 12/24/09  to  get  a  discount  card  for  $20  off  your 
purchase  of  $50  or  more  between  1/8/10- 1/24/10.  Discount  applies  to  Vans  brand  merchandise  only 
at  Vans  US  locations  and  applied  prior  to  sales  tax.  Please  see  store  for  complete  details. 


GIVE  THE  GIFT  OF 


Check  out  www.vans.com  for  Vans  store 
locations  near  you! 


SFBG.COM  3 
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Honey  & 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  16th  @  7PM 

THE  GREEN  ROOM  AT  THE  WAR  MEMORIAL  BLDG. 

401  VAN  NESS  AVENUE  (AT  MCALLISTER) 


;  F06RU6BY 
BENEFITTING 
A  (~^  SFF.D. 
So»n#  LOCAL  798 
I  T*?SS.*'"  TOY  DRIVE 


59  j  BUY  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 
WWW.THESISTERS.ORG 


Featuring  The  SF  Fog  Rugby  Club  and  a 


Holiday  in  the  Tropics  Swimwear  Competition! 


Single?  What  are  you  waiting  for? 


Fill  your  social  calendar  with  exciting  activities  and  meet  great 
new  friends  to  share  them  with.  Events  and  Adventures  is  an 
activities  club  specializing  in  fun  and  friendship  for  singles.  We 
have  something  for  everyone,  including: 

•Cultural  Outings  .Concerts  'Boating 

•Sporting  Events  -Comedy  Nights  -Travel 

•Hiking  -Wine  Tastings  -Horseback  Riding 

Call  us  today  at  800-386-0866  or  visit  us  online  at 

eventsandadventures.com 

Events  &>  Adventures" 


The  Best  New  Way  to  Meet  Singles! 


The  corn  itself  is  flavored 
with  an  inspired  blend  of 
vinegar,  garlic,  and  salt 
and  then  topped  with  a 
layer  of  pork  rinds.  Sour, 
salty,  greasy  good  fun. 
OK,  I  confess,  I  did  say. 

“I  feel  like  killing  myself” 
after  a  few  handfuls.  But 
what  a  way  to  go. 


-  from  “Sweet  on  sour  Filipino 
popcorn  in  Honolulu" 
by  Kimberly  Chun  posted  on 
the  Pixel  Vision  blog 


SFBG  COM 

Y  GUARDIAN  ONLINE 


ATTENTION: 

DIALYSIS  PATIENTS 

MRI/MRA  SCAN  WARNING 

A  dye  used  with  some  MR1  and  MRA  scans  is  linked  to  a  serious  disorder  called  Nephrogenic  Systemic  Fibrosis 
or  NSF,  also  known  as  NFD.  Symptoms  of  NSF  include  swelling,  thickening  and  tightening  of  the  skin 
especially  on  the  arms  or  legsjoints  contract  and  become  inflexible,  especially  the  hands,  wrists  and 
elbows  or  the  feet,  legs  and  knees,  severely  affected  people  may  be  unable  to  walk  or  close  their  hands, 
skin  feels  hard  or  “woody.” 

Symptoms  usually  begin  within  a  few  days  to  several  months  after  being  injected  with  contrast  dye  In  some 
cases,  NSF  can  be  fatal.  If  you  or  a  loved  one  suffered  symptoms  of  NSF  following  a  MR1  or  MRA  scan,  call 
James  Rolshouse  &  Associates  toll  free  at  1-888-409-8378. 


Fleet  Phospho-Soda  Health  Warning 


Fleet  Phospho-Soda  Linked  To  Kidney  Problems 

In  the  1990s,  C.B.  Fleet  promoted  double  doses  of  Fleet  Phospho-soda  for  those  getting  colonoscopies 
and  other  procedures.  This  dose,  not  approved  by  the  FDA,  is  linked  to  serious  side  effects  and  even  death 
f  If  you  or  a  loved  one  suffered  a  kidney  injury  such  as  lost  kidney  function,  kidney  transplant,  dialysis 
treatment  or  died  after  taking  Fleet  Phospho-soda,  Fleet  Phospho-soda  EZ  Prep,  Visicol  or  OsmoPrep,  call 
James  Rolshouse  &  Associates  toll  free  at  1-888-409-8378 


YOU  MAY  BE  ENTITLED  TO  MONEY  DAMAGES 

lowyers  ol  Jomes  Rolshouse  S  fcsodotes  ore  licensed  to  practice  low  in  Minnesota  with  ptincipol  offices  in  Burnsville,  MN  and  ossociote  with  experienced  luwyers  throughout  the  U.S. 
‘Prior  results  do  not  guarantee  o  similar  outcome. 

lames  Rolshouse  &  Associates 

Personal  Injury  Attorneys 

CaillM  C  M  visit  us  online  at  www.rolshouselaw.com 


CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-888-409-8378 


ATIONS 


® 


The  Holidays  Just  Got 
A  Whole  Lot  Sweeter 


Enjoy  complimentary  chocolates  and 
wine  as  our  personal  shoppers  help 
you  pick  out  the  perfect  gift  for 
everyone  on  your  list,  including  yourself. 
Plus,  you’ll  receive  a  free  $  10  gift  card  for 
every  $  100  you  spend. 

Thursday,  December  1 0th  6  -  9pm 
Friday,  December  1 1th  6  -  9pm 
Saturday,  December  1 2th  6  -  9pm 


603  Valencia  @  1 7tfi,  SF  •  1 620  Polk  @  Sacramento,  SF 
2504  San  Pablo  @  Dwight,  BERKELEY 
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The  EIR  estimates  the  project  will  need 
more  than  21,000  parking  spaces.  That’s  a 
lot  more  cars  on  the  streets  of  the  city. 


12.9.2009 


tm  LiiCLLLL  W'C'LLL 


OBAMA'S  DECISION  To  ESCALATE 
IN  AFGHANISTAN  WAS  NOT  EXACTLY 
UNEXPECTED. 


BUT- -BUT- -IN  OUR  MANY  IMAG¬ 
INARY  CONVERSATIONS,  HE  NEVER 
EVEN  MENTIONED  THE  POSSIBIL¬ 
ITY/ _  ' _ 


BUT  NEITHER  WAS  IT  THE  OUTCOME 
OF  SOME  LONG -SETTLED  DEBATE. 


HE  SAID  HE  WOULD  DO  THIS— AND 
YOU  HAD  YOUR  CHANCE  TO  OBJECT, 

IN  NOVEMBER  of  2008! 


by  TOM  TOMORROW 


CANDIDATE  OBAMA  MADE  HIS  IN¬ 
TENTIONS  FAIRLY  CLEAR. 


IF  ELECTED  I  WILL  SEND  AT 
LEAST  TWO  MORE  BRIGADES 
INTO  AFGHANISTAN,  BECAUSE  THAT 
IS  A  GOOD  WAR,  UNLIKE  IRAQ, 
WHICH  I  ALONE  AMONG  MY 
RIVALS  HAD  THE  FORESIGHT  AND 
WISDOM  TO  OPPOSE! 


BUT  A  LOT  OF  PEOPLE  WERE 
PAYING  MORE  ATTENTION  TO  THE 
IDEA  OF  OBAMA  BACK  THEN. 


NEVER  MIND  WHAT  HE  SAYS'. 
SECRETLY  HE  AGREES  WITH  YOU— 
ABOUT  EVERYTHING! 


THESE  DAYS,  THE  DISCONNECT  BE¬ 
TWEEN  THE  MAN  AND  THE  IDEA 
Of  THE  MAN  IS  PRETTY  HARD  TO 
IGNORE  — 


OKAY— X'LL  GIVE  THE  SPEECH 
COMMITTING  THIS  NATION  TO  SEV¬ 
ERAL  MORE  YEARS  oF  BLOODSHED 

IN  AFGHANISTAN - 


—AND  ABOUT  TO  GET  MORE  SO. 


—AND  YOU  GO  OVER  TO  OSLO 
AND  PICK  UP  OUR  NOBEL  PEACE 
PRIZE. 


YOU'RE  HOTRINGjl/. 1 

WITHOUT  ME.  Uk  '  A? 
you  know; 

fm. 

Don’t  rush  the  Candlestick  EIR 


EDITORS  NOTES 

By  Tim  Redmond 

tredmond@sfbg.com 

In  light  of  drastic  state  budget  cuts  in 
education  spendings  California's  com¬ 
munity  colleges ,  CSU's  and  UC's  have 
slashed  the  number  of  students  they’re 
admitting...  That  leaves  thousands  of 
students  without  a  college  to  attend ',  so 
the  kind  people  at  some  Oregon  uni¬ 
versities  have  opened  their  arms  to  the 
displaced  Californians.  Oregon  cam¬ 
puses  along  the  border  with  California 
have  been  recruiting  California 
students.  For  example,  officials  said 
Southern  Oregon  University  on  the  bor¬ 
der  in  Ashland  has  seen  22  percent  more 
California  students  than  last  year.  And 
to  take  advantage  of  California’s 
woes,  SOU  officials  plan  on  charging 
California  students  the  same  in-state, 
cheaper  tuition  and  housing  that 
Oregon  residents  enjoy.  —  Modesto 
Bee,  11/3/09 

Good  morning,  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men,  and  thank  you  for  inviting 
me  to  address  the  Joint  Legislative 
Committee  on  California’s 
Economic  Crisis. 

As  you  know,  I’m  the  chairman 
of  OrEnTek,  which  is  now  the  larg¬ 
est  producer  of  high-efficiency  solar 
panels  in  the  world.  My  company 
employs  75,000  people  in  the  United 
States,  half  of  them  in  the  state  of 
Oregon.  We  are  now  the  state’s  larg¬ 
est  single  employer  and  have  factories 
in  17  other  states.  None,  however, 
are  in  California. 

And  that’s  the  issue  I’m  sup¬ 
posed  to  address  today,  and  I  will. 

I  will  say  first,  though,  that  I  have 
tremendous  respect  for  the  people  in 
the  Governor’s  Office  of  Economic 
Development,  and  I  appreciate  all 
the  time  and  effort  you  have  spent 
encouraging  me  to  open  a  factory  or 
research  facility  in  your  state.  You 
have  offered  generous  tax  breaks  and 
large  swaths  of  free  public  land. 

I  want  tell  you  why  that  isn’t 
working. 

Let  me  start  with  a  story.  I  grew 
up  in  San  Francisco,  and  went  to 
public  schools.  When  I  graduated 
from  high  school  in  2012,  there  was 
no  room  for  me  at  the  University  of 
California  or  Cal  State.  My  parents 
couldn’t  afford  the  fees  anyway;  my 
CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  6  » 


EDITORIAL  The  Candlestick 
Point  redevelopment  project  is  by 
far  the  biggest  land-use  decision 
facing  San  Francisco  today,  and 
one  of  the  most  significant  in  the 
city’s  modern  history.  The  project, 
sponsored  by  Lennar  Corp.,  would 
bring  10,500  housing  units  and 
24,000  additional  residents  to  the 
area.  Those  residents  would  need 
new  schools,  playgrounds,  open 
space,  and  transportation  systems. 
Industrial  and  commercial  devel¬ 
opment  would  create  some  3,500 
permanent  jobs,  and  those  people 
would  need  ways  to  get  to  work. 
Plans  calls  for  new  roadways, 
including  a  bridge  over  the  fragile 
Yosemite  Slough.  The  708-acre  site 
includes  areas  with  significant  toxic 
waste  issues. 

It’s  no  surprise  that  the  draft 
environmental  impact  report  on  the 
project  weighs  in  at  4,400  pages.  It 
took  two  years- to  review  land  use, 
transportation,  air  quality,  water 
quality,  population,  employment, 
noise,  hazardous,  materials,  and 
other  potential  issues. 

And  now  the  Planning 
Department  and  Redevelopment 


Agency  wants  all  public  comment 
to  be  completed  in  a  45-day  period 
that  includes  the  winter  holidays. 
That’s  crazy  —  and  it’s  a  sign  that 
the  city  just  wants  to  rush  this  proj¬ 
ect  through  without  adequate  over¬ 
sight,  review,  or  discussion. 

The  EIR  in  a  project  this  size 
is  a  major  political  battleground. 

It’s  one  of  the  few  times  that  the 
Planning  Commission  and  Board 
of  Supervisors  will  get  to  weigh  in 
on  the  entire  project  and  look  at  its 
local  and  citywide  impacts.  It’s  quite 
possibly  the  only  time  prior  to  con¬ 
struction  when  the  economic,  social, 
and  environmental  issues  around 
the  project  will  get  widespread  pub¬ 
lic  discussion. 

And  anyone  who  reads  these 
reports  on  a  regular  basis  can  tell  you 
that  they’re  thick,  dense,  tough  to 
follow,  and  filled  with  minute  details 
and  arcana  that  add  up  to  very  big 
policy  decisions.  Among  the  most 
pressing  issues: 

THE  HOUSING  MIX 

The  city’s  own  General  Plan  notes 
that  almost  two-thirds  of  all  new 
housing  built  in  San  Francisco  needs 


to  be  available  at  below-market  rates. 
Lennar  won’t  even  meet  half  that 
target.  So  the  project  would  create 
an  even  greater  unmet  demand  for 
affordable  housing  —  something  the 
EIR,  at  least  on  first  read,  glosses 
over.  The  report  refers  to  “a  broad 
range  of  housing  options  of  varying 
sizes,  types,  and  levels  of  afford¬ 
ability  [that  would]  be  developed  at 
Candlestick  Point”  and  states  that 
“such  housing  would  be  in  close 
proximity  to  the  jobs  provided  by  the 
project,  [so]  it  is  likely  that  future 
employees  at  Candlestick  Point  would 
seek  housing  at  the  project  site  pricfr 
to  searching  for  housing  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  Bayview-Hunters  Point 
neighborhood.  However,  if  future 
employees  did  seek  housing  elsewhere 
in  the  neighborhood,  the  effects 
would  not  be  adverse.” 

Actually,  if  comparatively  well- 
paid  employees  at  the  project’s  research 
and  development  facilities  decided 
to  move  into  the  existing  Hunters 
Point/Bayview  neighborhood,  it  would 
almost  certainly  drive  up  housing 
prices,  displacing  existing  residents. 

CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  6  » 


State  of 
the  art 
displacement 

By  Tiny  a.k.a.  Lisa  Gray-Garcia 

OPINION  What  does  the  loss  of  11  resi¬ 
dences  and  a few  jobs  matter  if  it  means  a 
state-of-the-art  hospital  will  be  built ? 

That’s  the  question  Examiner 
columnist  Ken  Garcia  asked  Oct.  20. 
The  line  cut  like  sharp  knives  into 
my  eyes  and  heart  as  I  read  about 
Sutter  Health/California  Pacific 
Medical  Center’s  proposal  to  put  a 
billion-dollar  hospital  —  subsequent¬ 
ly  displacing  elder  and  disabled  ten¬ 
ants  and  low-income  workers  —  at 
Geary  and  Van  Ness  streets,  on  the 
edge  of  one  of  the  poorest  neighbor¬ 
hoods  in  San  Francisco. 

As  I  read  and  reread  the  hypo¬ 
thetical  question,  I  knew  it  could  only 
have  been  written  by  someone  who 
hadn’t  witnessed  coundess  low-income 
elders  die  or  become  seriously  ill  after 
they  were  evicted  or  displaced  —  or 
hundreds  of  poor  migrant  workers  and 
their  families  struggle  and  go  hungry 
because  they  couldn’t  find  a  steady  job 
with  a  living  wage. 

How  do  you  quantify  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  even  one  decent  job  for  a  poor 
person  struggling  to  survive?  Or  one 
business  owned  by  a  small  business 
owner  who  treats  his  or  her  employees 
with  respect  and  love?  Or  the  loss  of 
one  long-term  residence  of  a  disabled 
and  elder  tenant? 

How  do  you  rationalize  the  pain 
of  relocation  and  job  eradication  in 
lieu  of  the  building  of  a  huge  structure 
supposedly  there  to  “heal  people?” 

And  then  there  is  the  question 
of  the  building  of  a  “state  of  the  art” 
hospital  —  read:  rich  people’s  hospital 
—  in  a  community  where  the  major¬ 
ity  of  people  are  poor.  And  the  issue 
of  how  the  corporation  funding  the 
building  made  another,  perhaps  more 
devastating,  decision  to  leach  resourc¬ 
es  and  support  from  St.  Luke’s,  a  truly 
community-based  hospital. 

“I  won’t  be  able  to  sit  in  Mama 
Dee’s  chair  anymore.”  My  six-year-old 
son  looked  down  as  he  spoke.  We 
were  sitting  in  the  Van  Ness  Bakery 
&  Cafe  at  the  corner  of  Van  Ness  and 

CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  6  » 
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mother  was  a  nurse’s  aide  and  my 
father  a  bus  driver,  and  they  both 
lost  their  jobs  when  the  city  ran  out 
of  money. 

Your  mayor  and  governor  bal¬ 
anced  your  budgets  without  tax 
increases,  but  they  left  people  like 
me  out  of  luck. 

But  Oregon  State  University  in 
Corvallis  contacted  my  guidance 
counselor,  and  on  her  recommenda¬ 
tion,  offered  me  admission.  There  I 
was  trained  as  a  physicist  and  electri¬ 
cal  engineer,  and  by  the  time  I  had 
finished  my  master’s  degree,  I  already 
had  my  first  patent  on  the  next  gen¬ 
eration  of  solar  energy  devices. 

When  the  venture  capital  money 
poured  in,  I  had  my  choice  of  cities 
for  my  company  headquarters,  but  I 
stayed  near  OSU,  in  Corvallis.  The 
taxes  weren’t  low  —  in  fact,  the  year 
we  set  up  shop,  the  state  raised  cor¬ 
porate  income  taxes.  And  the  regula¬ 
tions  —  that  red  tape  that  I  hear  so 
much  about  in  Sacramento  --  were 
just  as  strict  as  California’s. 

But  all  of  the  CEOs  I  know  in  the 
energy  tech  world  will  tell  you  that 
taxes  and  regulations  are  only  a  tiny 
factor  in  our  location  decisions.  Mostly 
we  look  for  places  where  there’s  a  well- 
trained  labor  force,  good  schools,  and 
universities  turning  out  young  engi¬ 
neers,  scientists,  and  technicians — 
and  frankly,  low-tax  California  can’t 
offer  that  to  me  these  days. 

My  friends  and  I  read  about  the 
old  days  in  Silicon  Valley,  and  it 
seems  like  almost  a  science  fiction 
legend;  something  that  happened 
a  long  time  ago  in  a  galaxy  far,  far 
away.  Nobody  wants  to  be  there 
anymore. 

When  I  finished  high  school, 
California  was  a  rich  state,  more 
than  able  to  afford  to  educate  me  and 
my  classmates.  Your  political  lead¬ 
ers  decided  it  was  better  to  avoid  tax 
hikes  than  to  pay  for  good  schools. 
And  as  I  look  out  from  my  office  up 
north  and  see  the  tens  of  thousands 
of  jobs  we’ve  created  and  the  tens  of 
millions  of  dollars  we  pay  in  taxes 
every  year  to  the  state  of  Oregon, 

— -  and  I  can’t  believe  you  actually 
made  that  mistake. 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  this  time. 
I’ll  be  happy  to  take  questions,  sfbg 


CANDLESTICK 

CONT» 

TRANSPORTATION  OPTIONS 

The  project  projects  significant 
improvements  in  Muni  service  —  but 
doesn’t  say  how  the  city  will  pay  for 
them.  There’s  a  sizable  focus  on  cars 
—  the  EIR  estimates  the  project 
will  need  more  than  21,000  parking 
spaces.  That’s  a  lot  more  cars  on  the 


streets  of  the  city,  a  lot  more  traffic 
in  the  southeast  —  and  a  direct  clash 
with  the  city’s  transit-first  policies. 

WHAT  JOBS,  AND  FOR  WHOM? 

The  3,500  permanent  jobs  that  woulc 
be  created  are  badly  needed  in  that 
neighborhood,  which  has  the  highest 
unemployment  rate  in  the  city.  But  a 
comprehensive  labor  pool  study,  and 
a  discussion  of  how  existing  residents 
will  be  trained  for  projected  jobs, 
appears  to  be  missing  from  the  EIR. 

HAZARDOUS  MATERIALS 

The  EIR  broadly  proclaims  that  “con¬ 
struction  activities  associated  with  the 
project  would  not  result  in  a  human 
health  risk  involving  the  disturbance 
of  naturally  occurring  asbestos,  demo¬ 
lition  of  buildings  that  could  contain 
hazardous  substances  in  building 
materials,  or  possible  disturbance  of 
contaminated  soils  or  groundwater 
within  one-quarter  mile  of  an  existing 
school.”  That  is  —  at  the  very  least 
—  a  matter  of  some  dispute. 

There’s  lots  more  —  4,400  pages 
more  —  and  if  the  approval  process 
is  going  to  be  anything  other  than 
an  utter  farce,  the  Planning  and 
Redevelopment  directors  need  to 
extend  the  public  comment  period  foi 
at  least  another  45  days,  sfbg 


DISPLACEMENT 

CONT» 

Geary,  one  of  the  many  small  busi¬ 
nesses  facing  displacement. 

When  my  son  and  I  heard  about 
the  pending  proposal  to  demolish  and 
build,  not  only  did  we  know  that  the 
spirit  of  my  Mama  Dee,  cofounder  of 
POOR  Magazine  who  passed  on  her 
spirit  journey  in  March  2006,  was 
very  angry  with  the  demolition  of  her 
favorite  spot.  But  more  important, 
as  someone  who  struggled  with  pov¬ 
erty,  racism,  and  gentrification  her 
entire  life,  I  knew  my  mama  was  also 
mad,  as  I  was,  at  the  lie  of  California 
Pacific  Medical  Center,  for  propos¬ 
ing  to  build  a  hospital  that  isn’t  really 
needed,  in  a  community  it  isn’t  really 
geared  toward,  and  in  the  process 
dismantling  the  jobs,  homes,  and  live¬ 
lihoods  of  tenants,  poor  workers,  and 
small  business  owners. 

“This  is  a  bad  economy,  and  I 
really  have  no  other  job  options.  I 
don’t  know  what  we  workers  will  do" 
said  Ruthie  Seng  and  Oy,  two  of  the 
workers  at  the  family-owned  and 
humanely-operated  Van  Ness  Bakery. 

As  we  consider  granting  the  plans 
for  this  61.7  billion  dollar  hospital 
proposal,  perhaps  we  should  reassess 
what  hospitals  are  there  to  do  —  and 
whom,  they  are  doing  it  for.  sfbg 

Tiny  a.k.a.  Lisa  Gray-Garcia  is  a  pov¬ 
erty  scholar  and  daughter  of  Dee,  coeditoi 
o/'POOR  Magazine  and  the  author 
^/'Criminal  of  Poverty;  Growing  Up 
Homeless  in  America. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  CIRCUS  CENTER 

755  FREDERICK  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94117 

www.circuscenter.org 
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|  AcroSports,  Aclion  Litho,  Ayla  &  Sumit  Agarwal.  Alameda  County 
I  Waste  Management  Authority.  Body  Manipulations.  Brandi  Bergstrom, 
I  Kat  Carroll,  Cirque  du  Solcil,  Clauticrc  Vmyard,  Olivia  Dillon, 
Carrie  Edwards,  Google  Foundation,  Heilman  Family  Founda¬ 
tion,  William  &  Flora  Hewlett  Foundation,  Harriet  Heyman  &  Michael  Moritz,  Industrial  Strength  Design 
(Design  &  Architectural  Services),  Jason  Winshell  Photography.  La  Belle  Day  Spa  &  Salon,  Noah's  Bagels,  Linic 
&  Bill  Orrick,  Scott  Page,  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian,  San  Francisco  Giants.  Sweet  Can  Productions, 
’  Taschen,  Teatro  ZinZanni,  Thomas  Heinser.  TomKat  Fund.  Trader  Joe’s,  Tully’s  Coffee,  Wassim  &  Company, 
Dr.  Camille  Williams,  Jonas  Woolverton 

Postcard  designed  by  Dominique  Jando.  Photos  by  Seth  Golub  featuring  Pi  Clowns,  Sandia  Langlois  and  Jodi  Reiter. 


VALENCIA 

CYCLERY 

We  have  San  Francisco’s 
largest  selection 
of  Kid’s  Bikes! 


KID'S  BIKE 


REG.  SALE! 


'10  Specialized  12”  beginner’s 

$180 

$169§5 

‘10  Haro  16”  BMX  boy’s 

$200 

$189® 

‘09  Trek  16”  girl’s 

$200 

$18995 

‘09  SE  Mini  Bronco  20”  boy’s  or  girl’s 

$240 

$19995 

‘09  Haro  Fic  20”  freestyle 

$260 

$23995 

‘09  SE  Wildman  dirt/street  20” 

$320 

$24995 

‘09  Raleigh  Mtn.  Scout  XC  24”  ATB 

$360 

$29995 

‘10  Specialized  Hotrock  24”  ATB 

$330 

$31995 

‘09  SE  SoCal  Flyer  24”  BMX 

$370 

$31995 

‘09  Haro  F3  20”  Freestyle 

$390 

$32995 

MANY  OTHER  MODELS  ON  SALE! 

Layaway  Now! 

20%  holds  it  ‘till 

Christmas ! 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 

1065  &  1077  Valencia,  SF  (Bet.  21st  &  22nd  St.) 
415-550-6600  •  Mon-Sat  10-6,  Sun  11-5 
www.valenciacyclery.com 
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Losing  hope 

The  Afghanistan  escalation  has  angered  many  Obama  voters.  But  can 
the  antiwar  movement  revive  itself  against  a  Democratic  president? 


ANSWER  Coalition  speaker  Frank  Lara  addressed  an  antiwar 
rally  Dec.  2  in  San  Francisco. 

GUARDIAN  PHOTO  BY  CHARLES  RUSSO 


By  Steven  T.  Jones 
and  Tim  Redmond 

news@sfbg.com 

In  the  back  room  of  Tommy’s  Joynt, 
more  than  a  dozen  members  of  the 
antiwar  group  Code  Pink  gathered 
Dec.  1  to  watch  television  coverage 
of  President  Barack  Obama’s  speech 
announcing  that  30,000  more  U.S. 
troops  would  be  sent  to  fight  in 
Afghanistan,  his  second  major  escala¬ 
tion  of  that  war  this  year. 

“This  is  not  the  hope  you  voted 
for!”  read  a  flyer  distributed  at  the 
event. 

Yet  even  among  Code  Pink’s  mil¬ 
itant  members,  reactions  ranged  from 
feeling  disappointed  and  betrayed  to 
feeling  validated  in  never  believing 
Obama  was  the  agent  of  change  that 
he  pretended  to  be. 

Jennifer  Teguia  seemed  an 
example  of  former,  while  Cecile 
Pineda  embodied  the  latter.  “Right 
down  the  line,  it’s  been  the  corpo¬ 
rate  line,”  Pineda  told  us,  citing  as 
examples  Obama’s  support  for  Wall 
Street  bailouts  and  insiders  and  his 
abandonment  of  single-payer  health 
reform  in  favor  of  an  insurance-based 
system.  “For  serious  politicos,  hope  is 
a  fantasy.” 

Throughout  the  speech,  Pineda 
let  out  audible  groans  at  Obama 
lines  such  as  “We  did  not  ask  for  this 
fight”  and  “A  place  that  had  known 
decades  of  fear  now  has  reason  to 
hope.”  When  the  president  promised  a 
quick  exit  date,  Pineda  labeled  it  “the 
old  in  and  out.”  And  when  Obama 


made  one  too  many  references  to  9/11, 
she  blurted  out,  “Ha!  9/11!”  and  “He 
sounds  just  like  Bush!” 

But  Teguia  just  looked  saddened 
by  the  speech,  and  maybe  a  little 
weary  that  after  nearly  eight  years  of 
fruitlessly  fighting  Bush’s  wars,  the 
movement  will  now  need  to  reignite 
to  resist  Obama’s  escalation,  which 
will  put  more  U.S.  troops  in  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan  than  Bush  ever  deployed. 

“People  are  feeling  tired  and  over¬ 
whelmed.  We’ve  been  doing  this  year 
after  year,  and  it’s  endless.  People  are 
feeling  dispirited,”  Teguia  told  me  just 
before  the  speech  began. 

She  and  other  Obama  supporters 
were  willing  to  be  patient  and  hopeful 
that  Obama  would  eventually  make 
good  on  his  progressive  campaign 
rhetoric.  “But  people  are  starting 
to  feel  like  this  window  is  closing,” 
Teguia  said.  “Now  it’s  at  the  tipping 
point.” 

Obama  has  always  tried  to  walk  a 
fine  line  between  his  progressive  ide¬ 
als  and  his  more  pragmatic,  centrist 
governing  style.  But  in  a  conservative 
and  often  jingoistic  country,  Obama’s 
“center”  isn’t  where  the  antiwar  move¬ 
ment  thinks  it  ought  to  be. 

“Obama  is  trying  to  unite  the 
establishment  instead  of  uniting  the 
people  against  the  establishment,” 
Teguia  said. 

That  grim  perspective  was  voiced 
by  everyone  in  the  room. 

“Not  only  is  he  not  clearing  up 
the  mess  in  Iraq,  he’s  escalating  in 
Afghanistan,”  said  Rae  Abileah,  a 
Code  Pink  staff  member  who  coordi¬ 


nates  local  campaigns.  “I  think  people 
are  outraged  and  frustrated  and 
they’ve  had  enough.” 

Perhaps,  but  the  antiwar  move¬ 
ment  just  isn’t  what  it  was  in  2003, 
when  it  shut  down  San  Francisco  on 
the  first  full  day  of  war  in  Iraq.  And 
the  fact  that  Obama  is  a  Democrat 
who  opposed  the  Iraq  War  presents 
a  real  challenge  for  those  who  don’t 
support  his  Afghanistan  policy  and 
fear  that  it  will  be  a  disaster. 

DEMOCRATIC  DILEMMA 

Obama’s  announcement  —  more  then 
anything  Bush  ever  said  or  did  —  is 
dividing  the  Democratic  Party  estab¬ 
lishment,  and  the  epicenter  of  that 
division  is  in  San  Francisco. 

Rep.  Nancy  Pelosi  is  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  second  in  command 
of  the  Democratic  Party,  essentially 
the  person  most  responsible  for  the 
success  or  failure  of  a  Democratic 
president’s  agenda  in  Congress.  She 
also  represents  a  city  where  antiwar 
sentiment  is  among  the  strongest  in 
the  nation  —  and  many  of  her  Bay 
Area  Democratic  colleagues  have 
already  spoken  out  strongly  against 
the  Afghanistan  troop  surge. 

Lynn  Woolsey,  the  Marin 
Democrat  who  chairs  the  Progressive 
Caucus,  issued  a  statement  imme¬ 
diately  following  Obama’s  speech  in 
which  she  minced  no  words:  “I  remain 
opposed  to  sending  more  combat 
troops  because  I  just  don’t  see  that 
there  is  a  military  solution  to  the  situ¬ 
ation  in  Afghanistan,”  she  said,  add¬ 
ing  that  “This  is  no  surprise  to  me  at 


all.  I  knew  [Obama]  was  a  moderate 
politician.  I’ve  known  it  all  along.” 

Woolsey  told  the  Contra  Costa 
Times  that  she  thinks  a  majority  of 
Democrats  will  oppose  funding  the 
troop  increase  —  and  that  it  will  pass 
the  House  only  because  Republicans 
will  vote  for  it. 

Barbara  Lee,  (D-Oakland),  the 
only  member  of  Congress  to  vote 
against  sending  troops  to  Afghanistan 
eight  years  ago,  has  already  introduced 
a  bill,  HR  3699,  that  would  cut  off 
funding  for  any  expanded  military 
presence  there. 

George  Miller,  (D-Martinez), 
has  been  harsh  in  his  criticism.  “We 
need  an  honest  national  government 
in  Afghanistan,”  Miller  said  in  a 
statement.  “We  don’t  have  one.  We 
need  substantial  help  from  our  allies 
in  the  region,  like  Russia,  China, 
India,  and  Iran.  We  are  not  getting 
it.  We  need  Pakistan  to  be  a  credible 
ally  in  our  efforts.  It  is  not.  We  need  a 
substantial  commitment  of  resources 
and  troops  from  NATO  and  our 
allies.  While  NATO  is  expected  to 
add  a  small  number  of  new  trooDs. 


other  troops  have  announced  they 
are  leaving.  We  need  a  large  Afghan 
police  force  and  army  that  is  trained 
and  ready  to  defend  their  country.  We 
don’t  have  it.” 

So  where’s  Pelosi?  Hard  to  tell. 

At  this  point,  she’s  refused  to  say 
whether  she  supports  the  president’s 
plan.  We  called  her  office  and  were 
referred  to  her  only  formal  statement 
on  the  issue,  which  says:  “Tonight, 
the  president  articulated  a  way  out  of 
this  war  with  the  mission  of  defeating 
A  Qaeda  and  preventing  terrorists 
from  using  Afghanistan  and  Pakistan 
as  safe  havens  to  again  launch  attacks 
against  the  United  States  and  our 
allies.  The  president  has  offered 
President  Karzai  a  chance  to  prove 
that  he  is  a  reliable  partner.  The 
American  people  and  the  Congress 
will  now  have  an  opportunity  to  fully 
examine  this  strategy.” 

That  sounds  a  lot  like  the  position 
of  someone  who  is  prepared  to  sup¬ 
port  Obama.  And  that  might  not  play 
well  in  her  hometown. 

The  San  Francisco  Democratic 
CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  10  » 


BEAUTIFUL  LOKS 

A  holistic  approach  to  locking  hair 


NO  twist,  NO  wax,  NO  maintenance 
^Lok  extension,  repair  and  restoration 
Free  consultation 


Loktician:  Moraa 
510-978-7378 
beautifulloksrayahoo.com 
www.beautifulloks.com 


U<fitwellii 

program 

•  one  hour  full  body  core  - 
strengthening/conditioning 

•  increases  strength  and  flexibility 
•  lengthens  muscles  and  trims  figure 

•  lots  of  personal  attention 

•  all  levels  welcome 


NEW  CLIENT  PROMOTION:  ! 

!  4-class  card  for  $20 

!  (SUBSEQUENT  CUSSES  ARE  $12  EACH)  J 

MON:  6:30PM  •  TUES:  7:15  PM  •  THU:  6:00  PM 
Please  bring  a  yoga  mat  to  class! 


City  Dance  10  Colton  Street 
(near  Market  and  Gough) 

info@fitwellproqram.com 

www.fitwellprogram.com 


femina 


VISUAL  ART  EXHIBIT 
DEC.  13  -  JAN  lO 
OPENING  RECEPTION 
DEC.  13  @>5-8PM 

International 
Day  to  End 
Violence  against 
Sex  workers 
Memorial  &  Vigil 
DEC.  17  @7-8:30PM 

the 
Annie 

YOUR  QUESTIONS! 
Pec.  19  @i-4pm 


racnic  READIITO  DT 

mimi  ADVISER  GRACE 


T  can  help  you  with  all  of  your  problems 
like  business,  love,  marriage,  etc. 

Specializing  in  tarot  card  readings. 
Available  for  parties  and  special  events. 


ttramaww 
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The  movement  will  now  need  to  reignite  to  resist  Obama’s  escalation, 
which  will  put  more  U.S.  troops  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  than  Bush  ever  deployed. 


DEVELOPMENT  11 


SANCTUARY  12 


GREEN  CITY  14 


ALERTS 


By  Paula  Connelly 

alerts@sfbg.com 

THURSDAY,  DEC.  10 

Berkeley  Critical  Mass 

Help  to  promote  different  modes  of 
transportation  during  this  critical 
time  of  Global  Warming  and  Oil  wars 
at  this  community  bicycle  protest 
and  celebration  that  takes  over  the 
streets  of  Berkeley. 

6  p.m.,  free 

Meet  at  Downtown  Berkeley  BART 
station;  Shattuck  between  Allston 
and  Addison.  Berk. 
Zacharyrunningwolf@yahoo.com 

Terra  Madre  Day 

Celebrate  Slow  Food's  20th  anniver¬ 
sary  by  taking  part  in  a  worldwide 
“eat  local"  effort  that  aims  to  link 
chefs,  artisans,  and  regular  people. 
Coordinate  your  own  event,  join  in 
with  other  people  in  your  commu¬ 
nity.  or  just  eat  local  in  solidarity. 

All  day.  free 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  and  coun¬ 
tries  around  the  globe 
www.slowfoodsanfrancisco.com 

FRIDAY,  DEC.  11 


Health  Forum 

Learn  more  about  single-payer 
health  care  at  this  screening  of 
two  short  videos  on  the  national 
single-payer  plan.  HR  676,  which  is 
being  supported  by  many  progres¬ 
sive  leaders,  and  California’s  SB810, 
which  passed  the  state  Legislature 
twice,  only  to  be  vetoed  by  the 
governor. 

2  p.m..  free 
Community  Room 
1501  Blake.  Berk. 
revdecker@msn.com 

Velo  Vigil 

Rally  to  support  cycling  on  the  eve 
of  the  U.S.'s  participation  in  the  U.N. 
Climate  Conference  in  Copenhagen 
this  month.  Cyclists  will  circle  the 
Oakland  Federal  Building  to  create 
a  swarm  of  LED  lights,  while  pedes¬ 
trians  congregate  in  front  of  the 
building.  Bring  as  many  LED  lights 
as  possible. 

6  p.m.,  free 

Oakland  Federal  Building 
1301  Clay.  Oak. 
www.350.org/node/13135 

SATURDAY^DEC.  12 

“Anti-Capitalist,  Anti-Consumption 
Christmas” 


raountTQWN's 


■z  guide  To  our 
if-pak  AouefJTute/ 


S'lUe'iD 

PAHGLE 


WE’RE  SENDING 
3 0,000  TROOPS  To 
AF6HAM1S TAW  To 
F|&hT  AL  QAEDA 


Thfae  are  only 
100  At  QAEDA 
MEWBERS  Lf FT 


IN  AFGHANISTAN 


PaRistav  Is  our 
Atty  #kt  they 
DON'T  LOVE 
A/nERlCA  NS 


The  USA  LOVED 

toe  mutahedeen 

UNTIL  TUCT  turned 
INTO  TOETAUBAV 


THEY  MOVED  NEAT 

Door  To  Pakistan 

WHERE  OOR  TROOPS 
AREN'T  SUPPOSED 
To  60  _ 


we  Bomb  Paris 
TAN  WITH  MISSII.es 
FROM  PREDATOR 

D Pones  CT 


THE  TALIBAN 
LOVf  TO  HOST 

At  Qaeda 


THE  USA  Loves 
AFGHANISTAN'S 
PRESIDENT 


PAKiSTANS  Arm y 
Has  to  pretend 
TO  Fl&HT  TOE 
TAliBaN 


AF6HANISTAN 

has  to  ppereNo 

TO  HAVE  AN  ARMY 


W£  have  to  Pat 
THE  tauBaN  To 
let  ouR  SUPPLY 

TP vc as  Through, 


Heroin  Provides 

ONE  THIRD  OF 
Afghanistan's 


THE  REGION  is 
controlled  By 
WARLORDS 


the  opium  fieios 
ARE  LOVEty  THIS 
Tims  OF  YEAR 


AFGHANISTAN 
IS  WHERE  EMPIRES 
6,0  TO  Die 


American  Foreign 
policy  IS  controlled 
By  GENERALS 


©LOO *f  WWW.TRoVSl.ET0WIV.COM 


THIS  WEEK  AT 

SFBG  •  COM 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  GUARDIAN  ONLINE 


PSYCHIC  DREAM  ASTROLOGY,  COMPLETE  EVENTS,  ALERTS,  ART, 
AND  MUSIC  LISTINGS,  HOTLIST,  COMMENTS,  AND  SO  MUCH  MORE! 
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER:  WWW.TWITTER.COM/SFBG 


POLITICS 

More  on  Slow  Food  justice,  battle  for 
DCCC,  Newsom  on  bikes  • 


PIXEL  VISION 

Street  Threads,  People's  Grocery, 
Smuggler’s  Cove,  hipster  Wild  Things 


Take  part  in  this  theater  workshop 
and  performance  with  the  San 
Francisco  Mime  Troupe.  Class  begins 
by  collecting  impressions  and 
images  among  holiday  shoppers, 
then  returns  to  the  YBCA  to  create 
characters,  costumes,  speeches, 
and  actions  for  a  procession  that 
takes  the  show  back  to  the  streets 
of  downtown  for  holiday  shoppers 
to  enjoy. 

12:30  p.m.,  $15 

Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts 
YAAW  Lounge 
701  Mission,  SF 
(415)  978-2787 

Art  as  Propaganda 

Discuss  tactics  for  making  effec¬ 
tive  banners  for  demonstrations 
and  community  spaces  with  artist 
Hannah  Blair.  Blair  will  teach  sketch¬ 
ing  designs  with  gouache  paint  and 
coming  up  with  powerful  messages 
and  images.  More  work  sessions  will 
be  available  to  gear  up  for  the  Bay 
Area  Coalition  for  Our  Reproductive 


Rights  day  of  action  lan.  23. 2010. 

2  p.m.,  free 
Radical  Women 
625  Larkin,  Suite  202,  SF 
(415)  864-0778 

Rainwater  Harvesting 

Learn  more  about  rainwater  har¬ 
vesting  options  in  an  urban  area  and 
hands-on  skills  for  working  with  rain 
barrels  just  in  time  for  our  winter 
rains.  Harvesting  can  be  as  simple 
as  placing  a  barrel  under  your  drain 
spout  or  using  tanks  and  pumps  to 
route  water  inside  for  toilet  flushing. 
10  a.m.,  $15 

Garden  for  the  Environment 
Seventh  Ave.,  SF 
(415)  731-5627 

“That’s  Why  We  Don’t  Eat  Animals" 

Attend  this  vegan  book-signing 
and  ice  cream  social  with  children’s 
author  and  illustrator  Ruby  Roth. 

The  event  is  designed  to  encour¬ 
age  children  to  think  about  the 
emotional  lives  of  animals,  fac¬ 
tory  farming,  the  environment,  and 


endangered  species  in  relation  to 
the  food  we  eat. 

1  p.m..  free 
Cafe  Gratitude 
1730  Shattuck.  Berk. 
(510)725-4418 

TUESDAY,  DEC.  15 


Protest  AIPAC 

Challenge  and  confront  the 
American  Israel  Public  Affairs 
Committee  (AIPAC),  which  supports 
Israel’s  hawkish  policies  toward 
Palestine,  at  their  annual  dinner. 

5  p.m.,  free 
Hilton  Hotel 
333  O'Farrell.  SF 

stopaipac.org/sfprotest200  sfbg 

Mail  items  for  Alerts  to  the  Guardian 
Building.  135  Mississippi  St..  SF,  CA 
94107;  fax  to  (415)  255-8762;  or 
e-mail  alerts@sfbg.com.  Please 
include  a  contact  telephone  number. 
Items  must  be  received  at  least  one 
week  prior  to  the  publication  date. 


NOISE 

Timmy  Mezzy,  KARP  doc  benefit, 
more  live  shows  and  parties 


SEX  SF 

Rubber  Doll,  lamb  orgy,  upcoming  hot 
sex  events  this  week 


apparel, 
accessories  and 
gifts  right  in 
West  Berkeley 

Skip  the  crowds  and  hassles 
and  with  plenty  of  FREE  PARKING 
we’ll  make  getting  all  your  Cal  gear 
quick,  easy  and  convenient. 

Open  from  Nov.  27  -  Dec.  31 


Femake  four  wearable  gift  by  adding  o  name  and/or  number 


Alliance  Graphics  •  1 101 8th  St.  Berkeley 
1.5  blocks  north  of  Gilman  Just  off  the  freeway 
and  dose  to  4th  St.  shopping  area  A[1MI 

510-845-8835  •  www.alliance-graphics.com 


ROMANTIC  WEEKEND  GIFT  SET 


Free  Gift 


($12  VALUE) 


With  any  Adult  Toy  or 
Novelty  purchase  over  $20. 
While  supplies  last. 
See  website  for  more  info. 


www.thegalleri.com 


ADULT  DVDS,  TOYS,  NOVELTIES,  &  LINGERIE. 


108  BEACON  ST.  BLDG  B,  SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 
Sun-Thu:  10-8pm,  Fri  Sc  Sat:  10-9pm  Phone:  (650)  827-3946 
www.thegalleri.com 
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NEWS 


----  SALE - 

November  2  1st  thru  December  23rd 


©®Q  ®®@ 
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%  off 

All  2009  Bikes 
and  Framesets 


1 0%  off 

2010  Bikes  and  Everything  Else 

J^XtVBS  BICYCLES 

*  See  Store  for  Details 

494  14th  Street  •  415-431-9627  •  Boxdogbikes.com 

mn^us 

GUARDIAN  ARTS  SERIES  PRESENTS 

INVITATION  ONLY 
VIP  SCREENING: 

20th  CENTURY  BOYS 

The  Guardion  presents  a  special  VIP  screening  of  20th  Century  Boys  1, 
a  stirring  action  film  based  on  the  best-selling  mongo  series  by  Nooki 
Ulosowo!  The  first  chopter  of  this  trilogy  film  adaptation  revolves 
around  the  "Book  of  Prophecy"  written  by  the  boy  Kenji  and  his 
friends,  who  dreamed  of  o  hero  who  would  stand  up  against  on  evil 
organization  plotting  to  destroy  the  world.  30  yeors  later,  o  series 
of  catastrophes  occur  exactly  as  they  were  described  in  their  book. 

Enjoy  complimentary  beveroges  and  tostes  at  San  Francisco's  gateway  to  J-Pop  culture,  NEW  PEOPLE! 

6pm  -  7:15pm  reception,  7:30pm  screening 

JOIN  THE  GUARDIAN'S  FACEBOOK  GROUP  FOR  SEATSI 

Join  us  on  Facebook  for  your  chance  to  enjoy  this  very  special 
reception  and  screening  event!  Already  a  Facebook  member? 

Then  you're  already  entered  to  win! 

Deadline  to  join  the  group  to  be  enteied  into  this  contest  is  6pm, 

Monday,  December  14, 2009. 

The  Guardian  Arts  Series  presents  exciting  and  affordable  shows  oppeoling  to  the  young  arts  enthusiost 
Registei  online  i  stay  Informed  of  the  next  great  show  -  don't  pass  the  GAS! 

GUARDIAN 

www.sfbg.com/promo 


THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER  17 

NEW  PEOPLE 

1746  Post  near  Webster 
newpeoplewodd.com 


•  •  •• 
•  •• 


ECONOMIC  CLUB 

of  San  Francisco 

The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Economic  Club  of 
San  Francisco  will  be  held 
at  the  Chancellor  Hotel  on 
Union  Square  at  433  Powell 
Street  in  San  Francisco 
from  7  PM  to  10  PM  on 
Tuesday,  December  1, 2009. 

The  Economic  Club  of 
San  Francisco  is  a  no-fee, 
non-voting  membership 
organization  open  to  anyone 
over  17  years  of  age. 

The  club  provides  a  forum 
for  the  discussion,  of  tax 
policy,  monetary  systems 
and  political  economy 
in  general. 

Persons  interested  to  attend 
can  check  the  website  of  the 
club  for  transportation  and 
parking  information. 

Please  contact  us  via  email 
or  telephone,  if  you  plan 
to  attend. 


info@economicclubsf.com 

415-585-6515 
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Silicon  Valley  Holiday  Dance, 
Sunnyvale 

MidLife  Singles  Holiday  Mixer, 
San  Francisco 

Holiday  Lock  &  Key,  Danville 
Holiday  Wine  Tasting  Party 
&  Dance,  Walnut  Creek 
North  Bay  Holiday  Mixer, 
Santa  Rosa 

Christmas  Dance,  Millbrae 
Christmas  Art  &  Wine  Tasting 
Party,  San  Francisco 
Pre-New  Year's  Party, 

San  Francisco 
New  Years  Eve  Bash 

-  SF  Peninsula, 

New  Years  Eve  Bash 

-  North  Bay 

JANUARY  SINGLES  EVENTS 

Claremont  Hotel  Dance, 
Berkeley 

Golden  Gate  Yacht  Club 
Dance,  San  Francisco 
Silicon  Valley  Dance,  Palo  Alto 
National  Cub  Convention, 
Burlingame 

|  Singles  Night  at  the  Marin 
Symphony,  San  Rafael 


CO-SPONSORED  by  Guardian 
Connections  &  Society  of  Single 
Professionals  (non-profit). 

GUARDIAN 

INFO  at 

www.ThePartyHotline.com 
or  415.507-9962 


Antiwar  CONT» 

County  Central  Committee  has  been 
vocal  about  criticizing  the  wars  in 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  and  on  July 
22,  2009,  the  committee  passed  a 
resolution  demanding  an  Afghanistan 
exit  strategy.  There’s  a  good  chance 
someone  on  the  committee  will  sub¬ 
mit  a  resolution  urging  Pelosi  to  join 
Wooley,  Lee,  and  Miller  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Obama  surge.  “I’ve  been 
thinking  about  it,”  committee  member 
Michael  Goldstein,  who  authored  the 
July  resolution,  told  us. 

That  sort  of  thing  tends  to  infuri¬ 
ate  Pelosi,  who  doesn’t  like  getting 
pushed  from  the  left.  And  since  there 
are  already  the  beginnings  of  an  orga¬ 
nized  effort  by  centrist  Democrats  and 
downtown  forces  to  run  a  slate  that 
would  challenge  progressive  control 
of  the  local  Democratic  Party,  offend¬ 
ing  Pelosi  (and  encouraging  her  to 
put  money  into  the  downtown  slate) 
would  be  risky. 

Still,  Goldstein  said,  “she’ll  prob¬ 
ably  do  that  anyway.” 

And  it  would  leave  the  more 
moderate  Democrats  on  the  Central 
Committee  —  who  typically  support 
Pelosi  —  in  a  bind.  Will  they  vote 
against  a  measure  calling  for  a  with¬ 
drawal  from  Afghanistan?  Could  that 
be  an  issue  in  the  DCCC  campaign 
in  June  2010  —  and  potentially,  in  the 
supervisors’  races  in  the  fall? 

In  at  least  one  key  supervisorial 
district  — eight  —  the  role  of  the 
DCCC  and  the  record  of  its  members 
will  be  relevant,  since  three  of  the 
leading  candidates  in  that  district  — 
Rafael  Mandleman,  Scott  Wiener  and 
Laura  Spanjian  —  are  all  committee 
members. 

Tom  Gallagher,  president  of  the 
Bernal  Heights  Democratic-Club  and 
author  of  past  antiwar  resolutions  at 
the  DCCC,  acknowledged  what  an 
uphill  battle  antiwar  Democrats  face. 

“The  antiwar  movement  today  is 
a  bunch  of  beleaguered  people,  half 
of  whom  have  very  bad  judgment,”  he 
said.  “I’m  afraid  a  lot  of  people  have 
just  given  up.” 

ON  THE  STREETS 

On  the  day  after  Obama’s  speech, 
Code  Pink,  the  ANSWER  Coalition, 
and  four  other  antiwar  groups  spon¬ 
sored  a  San  Francisco  rally  opposing 
the  Afghanistan  decision  -  the  first 
indication  of  whether  Bay  Area  resi¬ 
dents  were  motivated  to  march  against 
Obama. 

ANSWER’S  regional  director 
Richard  Becker  told  us  the  day  before, 
“I  think  we’re  going  to  get  a  big 
turnout.  The  tension  has  really  been 
building.  We  may  see  a  revival.” 

But  on  the  streets,  there  wasn’t 
much  sign  of  an  antiwar  revival,  at 
least  not  yet.  Only  about  100  people 


were  gathered  at  the  intersection 
of  Market  and  Powell  streets  when 
the  rally  begun,  and  that  built  up  to 
maybe  a  few  hundred  by  the  time  they 
marched. 

“I’m  wondering  about  the  despair 
people  are  feeling,”  Barry  Hermanson, 
who  has  run  for  Congress  and  other 
offices  as  a  member  of  the  Green 
Party,  told  us  at  the  event.  He  con¬ 
sidered  Obama’s  decision  “a  betrayal” 
and  told  us,  “It’s  not  going  to  stop  me 
from  working  for  peace.  There  is  no 
other  alternative.” 

As  Becker  led  the  crowd  in  a 
half-hearted  chant,  “Occupation  is 
a  crime,  Afghanistan  to  Palestine,” 
Frank  Scafani  carried  a  sign  that  read, 
“Democrats  and  Republicans.  Same 
shit,  different  assholes.” 

He  called  Obama  a  “smooth-talk¬ 
ing  flim-flam  man”  not  worthy  of 
progressive  hopes,  but  acknowledged 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  people 
back  into  the  streets,  even  though 
polls  show  most  Americans  oppose 
the  Afghanistan  escalation. 

“I  just  think  people  are  burned 
out  after  nine  years  of  this.  Nobody 
in  Washington  listens,”  Scafani  said. 
“Why  walk  around  in  circles  on  a 
Saturday  or  Sunday?  It  doesn’t  do 
anything.” 

Yet  he  and  others  were  still  out 
there. 

“I  think  people  are  a  little  apa¬ 
thetic  now.  Their  focus  in  on  the 
economy,”  said  Frank  Briones,  an 
unemployed  former  property  manager. 
He  voted  for  Obama  and  still  sup¬ 
ports  him  in  many  areas,  “but  this  war 
is  a  bad  idea.” 

Yet  he  said  people  are  demoral¬ 
ized  after  opposing  the  preventable 
war  in  Iraq  and  having  their  bleak 
predictions  about  its  prospects  proven 
true.  “Our  frustration  was  government 
ignored  us  ”  he  said,  “and  they’ll  prob¬ 
ably  do  the  same  thing  now.” 

But  antiwar  activists  say  they  just 
need  to  keep  fighting  and  hope  the 
movement  comes  alive  again. 

14  We  don’t  really  know  what  it  is 
ahead  of  time  that  motivates  large 
numbers  of  people  to  change  their 
lives  and  become  politically  active,” 
Becker  told  us  after  the  march,  citing 
as  examples  the  massive  mobilizations 
against  the  Iraq  War  in  2003,  in  favor 
of  immigrants  rights  in  2006,  and 
against  Prop.  8  in  2008.  “So  we’re  not 
discouraged.  We  don’t  have  control 
over  all  the  factors  here,  and  neither 
do  those  in  power.”  sfbg 

Antiwar  groups  will  be  holding  an 
organizing  meeting  Dec.  9  at  7 p.m. 
at  Centro  del  Pueblo ,  474  Valencia , 
SF.  Among  the  topics  is  planning  a 
large  rally  for  March  20,  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Iraq  War  All  are  welcome. 
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Holiday  snowjob 

Why  are  officials  seeking  to  limit  public 
review  of  the  city’s  biggest  development 
proposal? 


This  cover  image  for  Lennar’s  DEIR  shows  the  project  area  that  is 
being  proposed  for  more  than  10,000  new  homes. 


By  Sarah  Phelan 

sarah<®sfbg.com 

Shortly  before  Thanksgiving,  San 
Francisco  city  officials  announced 
that  the  draft  environmental 
impact  report  for  Lennar  Corp.’s 
massive  Hunters  Point  Shipyard- 
Candlestick  Point  redevelopment 
proposal  was  finally  available,  and 
that  the  public  has  45  days  —  until 
Dec.  28  —  to  read  and  comment  on 
the  4,400-page  document. 

Envisioned  to  include  more 
than  10,000  homes  (most  of  them 
market-rate  condos)  spread  over  708 
acres  in  southeast  San  Francisco, 
the  project  -  whose  vague  outlines 
city  voters  affirmed  by  approving 
Prop.  G  in  June  2008  —  is  the  cen¬ 
terpiece  of  the  city’s  housing  strat¬ 
egy  for  the  next  25  years. 

At  a  Nov.  5  presentation, 
Michael  Cohen,  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom’s  top  economic  advi¬ 
sor,  told  the  city’s  Planning 
Commission  that  the  DEIR  was  a 
“milestone.”  But  critics  warn  that 
this  milestone  could  become  a 
millstone  around  the  city’s  neck  if 
it  fails  to  extend  the  DEIR  review 
period,  as  a  coalition  of  environ¬ 
mental  groups  and  a  state  agency 
are  requesting.  Cohen  did  not 
return  repeated  calls  for  this  story. 

These  groups  are  concerned 
that  the  city  of  San  Francisco, 
Lennar’s  partner  in  this  billion-dol- 
lar  deal,  is  trying  to  rush  through  a 
controversial  project  before  anyone 
can  review  its  details.  Forty-five 
days  is  the  minimum  required 
under  California  Environmental 
Quality  Act  guidelines  for  a  proj¬ 
ect  that  also  needs  to  be  reviewed 
by  state  agencies  and  the  groups 
want  the  deadline  extended  to  mid- 
February. 

The  southeast  sector  has  his¬ 
torically  been  home  to  low-income 
communities  of  color,  and  fears  are 
running  high  that  this  project  will 
continue  the  destructive,  gentrify- 
ing  legacy  of  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency,  which 
shares  lead  agency  responsibilities 
for  this  project  with  the  Planning 
Department. 

After  Redevelopment  Agency 
projects  in  Western  Addition  and 
Yerba  Buena  displaced  much  of  San 


Francisco’s  African  American  pop¬ 
ulation,  there  is  concern  that  if  this 
project  isn’t  carefully  considered,  it 
could  finish  the  job  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  parts  of  town  with  significant 
black  populations:  Bayview  and 
Hunters  Point,  which  are  both  in 
the  plan  area. 

“People  would  have  to  read 
130-plus  pages  per  day  since  the 
DEIR’s  release  to  complete  it  by  the 
first  public  hearing,”  said  Kristine 
Enea,  who  sits  on  the  board  of 
the  India  Basin  Neighborhood 
Association  and  is  a  candidate  in 
the  2010  race  to  replace  termed-out 
District  10  Sup.  Sophie  Maxwell. 

Downloadable  at  the  Planning 
Department’s  Web  site,  the 
Shipyard-Candlestick  DEIR  envi¬ 
sions  an  influx  of  24,465  new 
residents  and  the  possible  building 
of  a  new  49ers  stadium  on  a  site 
that  is  radiologically  contaminated, 
seismically  vulnerable,  and  will 
undoubtedly  be  adversely  affected 
by  climate  change-induced  sea  level 
rise. 

As  such,  it  requires  significant 
chunks  of  time  to  digest  and  com¬ 
ment  on  —  something  folks  are 
urged  to  do  at  two  public  hearings 
in  mid-December  or  in  writing  by 
Dec.  28. 

“The  timeline  is  incredibly 
short,”  Arc  Ecology’s  executive 
director  Saul  Bloom  told  us.  So 
a  coalition  that  includes  Bloom, 
Enea,  Arc  Ecology,  the  Urban 
Strategies  Council,  the  Sierra  Club, 
the  California  Native  Plant  Society, 
and  the  Potrero  Hill  Dempcratic 
Club  is  urging  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  to  extend  the  DEIR  pub¬ 
lic  review  period  to  90  days. 

“We  believe  that  a  public  review 
period  totaling  90  days  ending  on 
Feb.  12,  2010  is  necessary  and  of 
appropriate  length  for  the  public 
and  our  organizations  to  review, 
discuss,  and  comment  on  this  com¬ 
plicated  tome,”  the  coalition  wrote 
in  a  Dec.  7  letter. 

Also  seeking  a  time  exten¬ 
sion  is  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Conservation  and  Development 
Commission  (BCDC),  a  state  agen¬ 
cy  charged  with  reviewing  large 
projects  that  may  impact  the  bay, 
although  the  agency  did  sign  onto 
the  coalition’s  letter.  BCDC  stud¬ 


ies  project  that  much  of  the  project 
area  could  be  inundated  with  rising 
water  levels  caused  by  global  warm¬ 
ing. 

Technically,  the  lead  agencies 
have  the  authority  to  extend  EIR 
comment  periods,  but  because  they 
are  controlled  by  mayoral  appoin¬ 
tees,  the  coalition  is  appealing  to 
Newsom.  The  coalition  letter  notes 
that  the  project  will  nearly  double 
the  population  of  Bayview-Hunters 
Point,  and  that  the  newly  released 
DEIR  was  nearly  two  years  in  the 
making. 

“The  city’s  project  staff  reason¬ 
ably  took  the  time  to  provide  what 
in  their  opinion  is  an  adequate 
review  of  the  project,”  the  coali¬ 
tion  wrote.  “The  public  similarly 
deserves  12  weeks  to  examine  and 
comment  on  your  work.” 

City  officials  have  been  patient 
with  Lennar,  recently  granting 
the  company  a  six-month  delay  in 
construction  of  housing  at  Phase 
1  of  the  development,  which  sits 
at  Parcel  A  of  the  shipyard.  As  a 
result,  construction  for  Phase  2  is 
not  expected  to  start  until  2015  and 
continue  until  about  2035. 

So  coalition  members  say  at 
45-day  delay  isn’t  asking  much.  The 
letter  makes  clear  that  the  coali¬ 
tion  isn’t  opposed  to  the  project  or 
Newsom’s  administration,  but  that 
its  members  expect  “public  engage¬ 
ment  and  transparency  in  govern¬ 
ment.” 

“It  is  our  view  that  a  45-day 
public  review  period  for  a  docu¬ 
ment  as  complex  and  lengthy  as  the 
DEIR  is  simply  inadequate  under 
any  circumstances,”  the  coalition 
wrote,  adding  that  the  document’s 
release  over  the  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  Kwanza,  and  Hanukkah 
holidays  is  “particularly  troubling.” 
By  contrast,  Santa  Clara  County 
offered  an  extended  comment 


period  for  its  DEIR  on  its  proposed 
new  49ers  stadium. 

“By  releasing  a  six  volume, 

4,400  page  document  a  week  and  a 
half  before  Thanksgiving,  you  have 
demanded  that  the  public  and  com¬ 
munity  based  organizations  choose 
between  civic  duty,  prearranged 
vacation  time,  and  obligations  to 
family  and  faith,”  the  coalition 
wrote,  noting  that  the  city  effec¬ 
tively  shortened  even  this  prep  time 
to  25  days  by  holding  public  hear¬ 
ings  one  a  month  after  the  DEIR’s 
release. 

Unlike  Prop.  G  or  previous 
discussion  about  Phase  1  of  the 
project,  the  coalition  reminded 
Newsom  that  an  EIR  is  an  admin¬ 
istrative  decision  document,  and  the 
DEIR  is  the  part  of  the  approval 
process  where  ideas  become  con¬ 
crete  plans  to  be  approved  in  a 
lawful  process.  “Transparency  in 
government  is  not  just  a  matter  of 
letting  the  public  see  information,” 
the  coalition  observed  in  the  letter. 
“The  capacity  to  act  on  what  one 
sees  is  critical  to  transparency  and 
the  length  of  the  look  has  a  direct 
effect  on  the  quality  of  observa¬ 
tion.” 

Or  as  Bloom  warned  the 
Guardian,  the  current  45-day  review 
period  will  likely  result  in  a  polar¬ 
ized  dialogue.  “It  will  lead  to  the 
squeezing  out  of  any  of  the  middle- 
of-the  road  perspective  from  folks 
who  are  not  opposed  to  develop¬ 
ment  but  think  the  proposed  project 
could  be  better,”  Bloom  warned. 
“And  if  that  happens,  no  modifica¬ 
tions  will  be  possible.”  sfbg 

The  DEIR  will  be  the  subject 
of  two  public  hearings :  Dec.  15  at  4 
p.m.  in  City  Hall  Room  416  by  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  and  Dec.  17  at 
1:30 p.m.  in  City  Hall  Room  400  by 
the  Plarining  Commission. 


COSTUMES  ON  HAIGHT 

$H.95  SANTA  SUITS! 


735  WUEHT.  ST  •  415  67113 56 


Nobody  said  you 
had  to  be  a 

GOOD 
SANTA! 


WINTER  SALE 

All  UGG  Australia 
sheepskin  boots 
$20 off!!  * 


1017  Bush  Street 
(415)441-5319 

www-ausfatncom  -  — 


EFJC 

Tune  in  online  at 
kfjc.org/netcast 

Saturday  12/12  @  7PM 
@  Room  5015, 

Foothill  College  Campus 
KFJC's  PSYCHOTRONIX 
Film  Festival  $5  donation 

Friday  12/1 8  @  7PM 
@  Cafe  Du  Nord,  SF 
KFJC  50th  Anniversary  Party 
live  music  from 
T.I.T.S.,  Pink  Mountain, 
Arrington  De  Dionyso, 
and  more.. 

More  information  on  events 
www.kfjc.org 

Celebrate  our  history 

kfjc.org/50th 

Listen  anytime,  anywhere 

kfjc.org/broadcast  archives 
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Some  bus  stops,  like  this  one  in  Chinatown,  had  huge  crowds  over  the  weekend  as 
Muni  lines  were  eliminated  because  of  budget  cuts.  I  guardian  photo  by  ryan  thomas  riddle 


Missed  buses 

SFMTA  changes  Muni  service  to  address  budget  shortfall 


By  Ryan  Thomas  Riddle 

news@sfbg.com 

Buses  seemed  more  crowded  than  usual  the 
weekend  of  Dec.  5-6  as  the  San  Francisco 
Municipal  Transit  Agency  implemented  what 
it  called  “the  most  significant  change  in  more 
than  30  years,”  which  altered  more  than  half  of 
Muni  routes  and  upset  some  frequent  riders. 

The  changes  were  made  to  save  money, 
although  some  routes  were  beefed  up  in  the 
process.  For  example,  the  26  Valencia  was  elim¬ 
inated  because  of  low  ridership,  but  the  14  lines 
along  nearby  Mission  Street  were  expanded 
with  longer  operating  hours  and  more  stops  to 
compensate  for  discontinued  routes.  The  9X, 
9AX,  and  9BX  Bayshore  Express  lines  that  go 
through  Chinatown  have  been  reorganized  and 
renumbered  8X,  8AX,  and  8BX. 

“We  have  a  lot  of  duplicate  service  either 
one  or  two  blocks  away  from  another  service,” 
SFMTA  Executive  Director  Nathaniel  P.  Ford 
said  about  the  reductions  and  reorganization  at 
a  Dec.  2  press  conference. 

The  new  route  changes  are  part  of  a  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  to  deal  with  dwindling  resources  and 
close  a  $129  million  budget  deficit.  But  it  will 
take  time  for  the  changes  to  yield  cost  savings. 
“The  actual  service  we  are  putting  on  the  street 
—  bus-by-bus,  dollar-by-dollar  —  it’s  almost  a 
net  zero  gain  in  terms  of  savings,”  Ford  said. 

He  said  the  real  savings  come  from  the 
changes  made  in  the  bus  operator  schedule. 

The  projected  annual  savings  from  the  operator 
schedule  is  calculated  to  be  $3.2  million  annu¬ 
ally.  The  key  element  of  the  route  changes  is 
efficiency.  “In  this  particular  case,  we  have  been 
able  to  enhance  the  system  and  maximize  our 
resources  overall,”  Ford  said. 


But  many  riders  aren’t  happy  with  the 
changes,  and  the  transit  agency  still  faces  an 
additional  $45  million  deficit  for  this  fiscal  year, 
partly  because  it  has  yet  to  move  forward  with 
plans  to  extend  parking  meter  hours  (see  “We 
want  free  parking!”  Oct.  28)  or  pursue  other 
revenue  generators. 

UPSET  RIDERS 

SFMTA  says  it  deployed  about  150  agency 
employees  throughout  the  city  as  ambassadors 
to  help  riders  make  sense  the  route  changes.  No 
ambassadors  were  seen  over  the  weekend  when 
the  Guardian  went  out  to  check  out  the  changes 
in  Chinatown  and  the  Mission  District, 
although  notification  signs  in  English,  Spanish, 
and  Chinese  were  posted. 

“We  do  not  want  customers  waiting  for 
buses,  for  example,  that  are  not  coming,”  said 
Julie  Kirschbaum,  project  manager  of  the  Transit 
Effectiveness  Project  (TEP),  the  study  on  which 
the  route  changes  were  based.  “And  so  we  are 
working  very  hard  to  interact  with  customers.” 

Not  hard  enough  for  those  in  the  Chinese- 
American  community,  according  to  a  Nov.  19 
Streetsblog  San  Francisco  article.  Community 
advocates  report  the  agency  didn’t  thoroughly 
inform  Chinatown  and  Visitacion  Valley  resi¬ 
dents  about  renumbering  the  Bayshore  Express. 

When  the  Guardian  asked  Ford  about  this 
lack  of  communication,  he  said  that  his  agency 
has  tried  to  work  closely  with  the  Chinese- 
American  community  and  other  non-English 
speaking  communities.  “I  think  there’s  an 
opportunity  for  us  to  continue  the  dialogue  in 
terms  of  our  communication  and  outreach,” 

Ford  said.  He  also  expects  to  receive  some 
“positive  and  not-so  positive”  comments  in  the 
coming  weeks. 


Some  working-class  riders  are  naturally 
upset  over  the  discontinued  routes,  particularly 
the  26  Valencia.  Apartment  maintenance  worker 
Norm  Cunningham  said  he  “wished  they  hadn’t” 
discontinued  the  26,  because  it  was  less  crowded 
than  the  14  Mission,  which  will  bear  the  brunt 
of  diverted  passengers.  “Now  I  have  no  choice 
but  to  take  the  14,”  Cunningham  told  us. 

Fast-food  worker  Damon  Johnson  said  he 
has  already  noticed  a  change  in  what  he  called 
“one  of  the  more  reliable”  transit  systems, 
including  unnecessary  delays.  “It’s  starting  to 
become  unreliable,”  Johnson  said.  “Now  it’s  just 
like  the  rest  of  them.”  Rider  Christina  Lowery 
said  Muni  is  still  reliable,  but  she  is  bummed 
out  by  the  fare  increases,  which  this  year 
climbed  to  $2  a  ride.  Cunningham  fears  that 
eventually  the  price  will  go  up  even  more.  In 
fact,  monthly  passes  have  spiked  to  $55,  and  an 
additional  $5  increase  is  expected  next  month. 

Ford  is  aware  of  the  fmancial  burden  on 
passengers  and  said  no  further  increases  are 
currently  being  considered  to  solve  the  budget 
crisis.  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  also  addressed  the 
issue  Dec.  3,  telling  the  Guardian :  “I  don’t  want 
to  see  an  increase  in  Muni  fares.” 

ONGOING  PROBLEM 

At  the  moment,  Ford  said,  SFMTA  is  “100 


percent  focused”  on  the  route  changes,  although 
the  budget  crisis  is  always  lurking  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  “We  are  working  with  the  MTA  board 
as  it  relates  to  potential  solutions  to  that  $129 
million  dollar  deficit.” 

As  to  the  stalled  proposal  to  extend  parking 
meter  hours  that  could  bring  in  more  revenue, 
the  discussion  is  ongoing,  Ford  said.  “We  have 
committed  to  do  some  meetings  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  communities,  and  we  will  bring  all  of  that 
back  to  the  MTA  board  at  some  juncture  in 
terms  of  making  some  decisions  to  close  that 
budget  gap.” 

But  future  service  cuts  and  additional  route 
changes  are  possible  as  a  way  of  dealing  with 
the  “physics  of  our  finances,”  as  Ford  put  it. 
“Our  budget  continues  to  be  a  challenge  but  I 
think  this  is  a  great  first  step  in  increasing  our 
ridership  for  the  system  by  providing  better  ser¬ 
vice  on  those  corridors  that  seem  to  need  more 
capacity,  more  frequency.” 

The  silver  lining  for  Ford  is  that  this  rollout 
has  forced  his  agency  to  take  a  hard  look  at 
streamlining  Muni!  SFMTA  officials  expect 
to  make  further  changes  and  tweaks  to  Muni 
over  the  next  six  months.  For  now,  you  can  visit 
www.sfmta.com  or  call  311  to  see  how  your 
commute  is  affected,  sfbg 


Empty  threats 

Activists  say  comments  by  the  mayor  and 
U.S.  attorney  are  bluster  that  shouldn’t 
affect  new  sanctuary  city  law 


By  Sarah  Phelan 

sarah@sfbg.com 

A  controversial  change  to  San, 
Francisco’s  sanctuary  city  policy 
-  requiring  due  process  to  play  out 
before  city  officials  turn  arrested, 
undocumented  immigrant  minors 
over  to  federal  authorities  -  officially 
becomes  city  law  this  week.  But  its 
implementation  is  still  in  limbo. 

Last  month,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  voted  8-3  to  override 
a  veto  of  the  legislation  by  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom,  who  says  he  won’t 
implement  it  because  he  thinks  it 
violates  federal  law.  Authored  by  Sup. 
David  Campos,  the  legislation  goes 
into  effect  Dec.  10,  and  the  city’s 
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Juvenile  Probation  Department  has 
60  days  to  implement  it,  meaning  the 
new  policy  kicks  in  Feb.  8. 

City  Attorney  Dennis  Herrera 
sought  assurances  from  Joe 
Russoniello,  the  U.S.  Attorney  for 
Northern  California,  that  he  wouldn’t 
prosecute  local  officials  who  follow 
the  amended  sanctuary  city  policy,  as 
Russoniello  had  intimated  to  report¬ 
ers.  Russoniello  refused  to  do  so. 

“I  have  no  authority,  discretion¬ 
ary  or  otherwise,  to  grant  amnesty 
from  federal  prosecution  to  any¬ 
one  who  follows  the  protocol  set 
out  in  the  referenced  ordinance,” 
Russoniello  wrote  in  a  Dec.  3  letter. 

But  as  UC  Davis  law  profes¬ 
sor  Bill  Ong  Hing  said,  Russoniello 
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hasn’t  cited  any  case  law  to  support 
his  position  that  following  the  ordi¬ 
nance  could  amount  to  harboring  a 
fugitive  from  justice. 

“It’s  no  more  than  hot  air,”  Hing 
wrote  Dec.  4  in  a  San  Francisco 
Immigrant  Rights  Defense  Coalition 
press  release.  “While  Russoniello 
has  been  vocally  opposed  to  San 
Francisco’s  pro-immigrant  policies 
for  two  decades,  nothing  will  come  of 
his  empty  threats....  There  has  never 
been  a  federal  prosecution  anywhere 
in  the  country  against  city  officials 
for  following  sanctuary  ordinances.” 

In  fact,  it’s  possible  that 
Russoniello  -  a  holdover  appointee 
by  President  George  W.  Bush  -  won’t 
even  get  the  opportunity. 

The  legal  newspaper  The 
Recorder  reported  Dec.  4  that  the 
Obama  administration  is  close  to 
announcing  Melinda  Haag,  a  former 
federal  prosecutor,  as  Russoniello’s 
replacement. 

“Recently  the  Justice  Department 
informed  Russoniello  that  he  could 
not  hire  any  more  personnel  for  the 
office,  multiple  sources  said,  which 


could  suggest  a  choice  for  his  suc¬ 
cessor  is  coming  soon,”  the  article 
stated,  although  it  also  noted  that 
FBI  background  checks  have  yet  to 
be  completed.  “So  even  if  a  successor 
is  chosen  soon,  it  would  be  several 
weeks  before  a  name  is  submitted 
to  the  U.S.  Senate,  much  less  con¬ 
firmed.” 

Despite  Newsom’s  public  state¬ 
ments  that  he  won’t  enforce  the  new 
law,  City  Attorney’s  Office  spokes¬ 
person  Matt  Dorsey  recently  assured 
a  group  of  civil  rights  advocates  that 
Newsom’s  comments  have  “no  legal 
effect,”  and  that  Herrera  intends  to 
vigorously  defend  the  new  sanctuary 
law. 

Representatives  of  70  com¬ 
munity  groups,  showed  up  at  the 
City  Attorney’s  office  last  week 
to  urge  Herrera  to  enforce  the  law. 
“Hundreds  of  community  members 
and  community  organizations  poured 
our  hearts  into  the  democratic  process 
for  over  a  year,”  Cynthia  Munoz- 
Ramos  of  the  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee  told  Dorsey.  “We  worked 
hard  to  pass  a  policy  to  restore  due 


process  rights  to  undocumented 
youth.  Our  city  officials  must  be  open 
and  accountable  to  us.  City  Attorney 
Herrera  should  advise  the  mayor 
that  he  cannot  refuse  to  implement 
the  due  process  policy.  It’s  past  time 
to  restore  due  process  rights  for  all 
of  our  city’s  youth.  Justice  delayed  is 
justice  denied.” 

After  the  meeting,  Munoz  and 
more  than  a  dozen  community  advo¬ 
cates  told  us  they  are  frustrated  by 
Newsom’s  stance  and  that  innocent 
kids  are  already  being  ripped  from 
their  families,  creating  deep-seated 
fear  within  the  immigrant  commu¬ 
nity  that  cooperating  with  local  police 
could  result  in  racial  profiling  and 
referral  to  the  feds. 

Angela  Chan,  staff  attorney  at 
the  Asian  Law  Caucus,  told  us,  “We 
agree  with  City  Attorney  Herrera’s 
stated  intention  to  vigorously  defend 
the  duly-enacted,  legally  sound 
policy.  It  is  paramount  for  Herrera  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  uphold  the 
law,  including  advising  the  mayor 
that  he  cannot  refuse  to  implement 
this  law.”  sfbg 
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THIS  FILM  IS  RATED  PG-13.  PASSES  RECEIVED  THROUGH  THIS 
PROMOTION  DO  NOT  GUARANTEE  ADMISSION.  SEATING  IS  ON  A  FIRST 
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will  be  admitted  without  a  ticket.  All  federal,  state  and  local  regulations  apply. 
A  recipient  of  tickets  assumes  any  and  all  risks  related  to  use  of  ticket  and 
accepts  any  restrictions  required  by  ticket  provider  Columbia  Pictures,  SF 
Bay  Guardian,  SpaWish.com, Terry  Hines  &  Associates  and  their  affiliates 
accept  no  responsibility  or  liability  in  connection  with  any  loss  or  accident 
incurred  in  connection  with  use  of  a  prize.  Tickets  cannot  be  exchanged, 
transferred  or  redeemed  for  cash,  in  whole  or  In  part,  We  are  not  responsible 
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taxes  are  the  responsibility  of  the  winner.  Void  where  prohibited  by  law. 
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Invite  you  to  a  special  screening 
on  Thursday,  December  17th 
in  San  Francisco. 

If  you  and  your  signifitant  other  were 
relotated  by  the  Feds  to  a  witness 
protettion  program,  what  dream  dly 
would  you  be  relotated  to? 

Email  us  your  answer  with  your  full  name  and 
mailing  address  to  promos@sfbg.tom 
(subject  line;  SFBG  Morgans)  and  you'll  be  entered 
to  win  a  screening  pass  good  for  two. 

Deadline  for  entry  is  10AM, 
Friday,  December  1 1,  2009. 


score  a  gift  certificate  to 
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WHILE  SUPPLIES 
PASSES  ARE  IN  U 
SUPPLY  AND  WILL  E 
DISTRIBUTED  RANC 
BY  MAIL  AMONGST 
VALID  ENTRIES.  LIMIT  ONE  PASS  PER  PERSON/HOUSEHOLD,  DUPLICATE 
ENTRIES  WILL  BE  DISQUALIFIED.  EACH  PASS  ADMITS  TWO  PEOPLE 


Pedaling  forward 


By  Steven  T.  Jones 

steve@sfbg.com 

GREEN  CITY  San  Francisco’s  top 
V  elected  and  appointed 
f  \  officials  made  the 

|  1  city  a  little  greener 

V  J  —  literally  —  Dec. 

V  |  ^  3.  And  they  say 
the  recent  removal 
of  restrictions  on  bicycle-related 
improvements  will  make  San 
Francisco  a  lot  greener  over  the 
long  term. 

A  festive  mood  was  in  the  air 
when  officials  and  activists  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  intersection  of  Oak  and 
Scott  streets  to  paint  the  city’s  first 
green  bike  box  (marking  a  safe  spot 
for  cyclists  to  wait  itj  front  of  cars  at 
intersections)  and  celebrate  the  first 
bike  lanes  to  be  created  in  more 
than  three  years. 

In  the  week  since  Superior 
Court  Judge  Peter  Busch  par¬ 
tially  lifted  arr  injunction  that  had 
banned  all  projects  mentioned  in 
the  city’s  Bicycle  Plan  —  the  court 
ruled  that  they  needed  to  he  studied 
with  a  full-blown  environmental 
impact  report,  which  the  city  com¬ 
pleted  earlier  this  year,  although 
it  has  been  challenged  by  another 
lawsuit  set  for  trial  in  June  2010 
—  city  crews  worked  at  a  blistering 
pace  on  bike  improvements. 

They  created  three  new  hike 
lanes  (of  the  10  Busch  is  allowing 
to  move  forward  before  the  trial, 
holding  up  another  50  for  now) 
and  installed  barriers  between  the 
bike  and  car  lanes  on  Market  Street 
near  10th  Street.  “So  now  we  have 
the  first  separated  bike  lane  in  San 
Francisco,”  San  Francisco  Bicycle 
Coalition  director  Leah  Shahum 
told  the  Guardian ,  happy  over  a 
safety  improvement  that  encourages 
children  and  seniors  to  ride. 

The  crews  also  have  been 
installing  about  five  new  bike  racks 
and  20  shared  traffic  lane  markings 
(known  as  “sharrows”)  each  day. 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  praised  the 
rapid  implementation  and  told  the 
crowd,  “You’re  going  to  see  more 
than  you’ve  seen  in  years  be  done 
in  the  next  few  months.  The  goal  is 
to  get  from  6  percent  of  commutes 
in  San  Francisco  up  to  10  percent 
of  all  commutes  by  bicycle  —  and  I 
think  that  is  imminently  achievable 
in  the  next  few  years.” 

Also  on  hand  were  Sups.  Ross 
Mirkarimi,  Bevan  Dufty,  and 
Sophie  Maxwell,  Department  of 
Public  Works  head  Ed  Reiskin,  San 
Francisco  Municipal  Transportation 


Agency  (SFMTA)  board  chair 
Tom  Nolan,  and  SFMTA  director 
Nat  Ford,  who  declared  the  goal 
of  making  “San  Francisco  the  pre¬ 
eminent  city  for  bicycling  in  North 
America.” 

Mirkarimi,  the  only  elected 
official  to  ride  a  bicycle  to  the 
event,  told  the  crowd:  “This  is  a 
delightful  day....  We  are  all  unified 
in  the  mission  statement  of  making 
San  Francisco  bike-friendly.” 

Dufty,  who  chairs  the 
Transportation  Authority  and 
pushed  for  the  rapid  implementa¬ 
tion  plan,  said,  “There’s  a  really 
great  community  here.  First,  my 
hat’s  off  to  the  Bicycle  Coalition 
and  all  of  their  thousands  of  mem¬ 
bers  who  really  keep  the  city  honest 
and  keep  us  moving  forward.” 

Nolan  also  praised  bike  activ¬ 
ists  who  are  pushing  his  agency  to 
prioritize  bike  projects  and  prepare 
for  the  end  of  the  injunction:  “It 
was  a  very  effective  campaign.  You 
did  such  a  great  job  at  making  your 
case.” 

While  anti-bike  activist  Rob 
Anderson,  who  sued  the  city  along 
with  attorney  Mary  Miles,  regularly 
derides  the  “bike  nuts”  as  a  vocal 
minority  pushing  an  unrealistic 
transportation  option,  the  event 
showed  almost  universal  support  for 
bicycling  at  City  Hall. 

“I  can  say  this  is  the  best  rela¬ 
tionship  we’ve  had  for  years  with 
the  advocacy  community,  with  the 
Bicytle  Coalition,”  Newsom  said. 
“We’ve  begun  to  strike  a  nice  bal¬ 
ance  where  this  is  not  about  cars 
versus  bikes.  This  is  about  cars  and 
bikes  and  pedestrians  cohabitating 
in  a  different  mindset.” 

Bicycling  in  San  Francisco  has 
increased  by  53  percent  in  the  last 
three  years,  so  Shahum  said  the 
plan’s  projects  and  the  growing 
legion  of  bicyclists  will  help  the  city 
in  myriad  ways  in  coming  years. 

“We  know  we  can  do  this,”  she 
said.  “We  know  the  climate  change 
goals  this  city  has  laid  out,  the 
public  health  goals,  the  livability 
goals  that  the  city  has  laid  out,  will 
not  be  met  without  shifting  more 
trips  to  bicycling,  walking,  and 
transit.  And  that’s  why  this  day  is 
so  important.” 

Or  as  Maxwell  said,  “This  is  a 
great  opportunity  for  San  Francisco 
to  finally  take  its  place  among 
world  cities  that  recognize  that  cars 
are  not  the  only  mode  of  transpor- 
tation.  sfbg 
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food  +  drink 


Coda  has  the  dark,  cool  vastness  of  a  sound 
stage,  but  the  inventive,  Cal-Ital  cooking 
of  Chris  Pastena  warms  things  up. 

GUARDIAN  PHOTOS  BY  RORY  MCNAMARA 


Darkness  visible 


By  Paul  Reidinger 

paulr@sfbg.com 

DINE  Coda  is  just  the  sort  of  styl¬ 
ish  urban  vault  where 
you’d  expect  to  find 
votive  candles  flick¬ 
ering  on  every  table, 
but  you  don’t.  It’s 
the  visual  equivalent 
of  a  promising  dish  that’s  lacking  a 
final  dash  of  some  seasoning.  The 
space  has  the  look  of  a  sound  stage 

—  exposed-brick  walls,  concrete 
floors,  a  large  dining  area  unclut¬ 
tered  by  pillars  —  and  while  there  is 
something  exciting  about  the  vast¬ 
ness,  vast  spaces  also  fill  up  easily 
with  darkness.  And  while  darkness 
can  be  exciting  and  even  beautiful, 
it’s  more  beautiful  when  punctuated 
and  shaped  by  light. 

The  Coda  space  was  home 
most  recently  to  Levende  Lounge 

—  which  looked  pretty  much  the 
same  —  and  before  that,  Butterfly, 
whose  layout  was  different  and  whose 
tables  were  each  finished  with  a  can¬ 
dle,  so  that,  on  entering,  you  gazed 
upon  a  flickering  sea  of  candlelight. 
Candlelight  is  wonderfully  soften¬ 
ing,  like  a  dab  of  foamed  milk  atop 

a  demitasse  of  strong,  dark  espresso. 
Shafts  of  red  halogen  light,  such  as 
shine  on  one  of  Coda’s  brick  walls, 
are  arresting  but  don’t  cast  the  same 
limbic  spell. 

Onward.  The  space  is  com¬ 


fortable  enough  without  candles. 

The  tables,  in  particular,  are  nicely 
spaced,  with  plenty  of  breathing 
room  between  them.  This  gives  an 
appealing  sense  of  insulation  from 
other  tables  and  the  conversations 
going  on  at  them  ( nota  bene,  eaves¬ 
droppers).  The  overall  noise  level  is 
also  surprisingly  moderate,  at  least 
when  live  music  isn’t  being  played. 
But  Coda,  in  addition  to  being  a 
good  restaurant,  is  also  a  live-music 
venue,  with  performances  every  night 
of  the  week,  beginning  at  9  p.m. 
weekday  evenings,  10  p.m.  Saturdays, 
and  8  p.m.  Sundays.  If  it’s  just  food 
you  seek,  plan  accordingly. 

Simple  seekers  after  food  won’t 
be  disappointed.  Coda’s  menu  has 
been  put  together  by  Chris  Pastena, 
who  is  one  of  the  local  masters  of 
Cal-Ital  cooking  and  had  a  hand  in 
the  revival  of  Bruno’s  a  few  years 
back.  Pastena’s  Coda  menu  divides 
its  offerings  according  to  their  nature 
rather  than  along  the  formal  lines  of 
a  dinner  service,  so  instead  of  fust, 
main,  and  side  courses,  you  have 
soups  and  salads,  starches  and  grains, 
vegetables,  and  flesh.  This  sort  of 
arrangement  is  conducive  to  nibbling; 
it  also  helps  gently  remind  us  that  we 
should  mind  our  starch  intake. 

Having  said  that,  I  must  say  that 
one  of  the  best  items  on  the  menu, 
pastena  in  brodo  ($6.25),  smuggles 
starch  to  the  table  under  cover  of 
soup.  Pastena,  in  addition  to  being 


the  chef s  surname,  is  a  small,  star¬ 
shaped  pasta,  and  it  is  usually  spelled 
“pastina”  —  but  that  would  wreck  the 
joke.  The  pasta  is  a  bit  player,  any¬ 
way,  since  the  real  star  is  the  golden 
brodo,  chicken  broth  stoutly  fortified 
with  truffle  oil  and  grated  parmesan 
cheese.  The  broth  could  have  stood 
alone,  like  a  brilliant  (or  consum¬ 
mate)  consomme. 

As  a  loather  of  brussels  sprouts  in 
childhood,  I  am  perhaps  perversely 
drawn  to  them  now.  They  are  a  real 
test  of  vegetable  cookery:  can  the 
bitterness  be  drawn  away  and  the 
texture  softened  without  losing  the 
essential  character  of  the  vegetable? 
Coda’s  kitchen  makes  a  lovely  salad 
out  of  the  little  cabbages;  they  are 
coarsely  shredded,  dressed  with  a 
vinaigrette  of  sherry  and  toasted 
garlic,  tossed  with  bacon  and  goat 
cheese,  and  topped  with  a  poached 
egg.  I  didn’t  like  the  egg,  which 
introduced  a  gooiness  I  found  unset¬ 
tling,  but  the  rest  was  fabulous.  You 
could  easily  re-spin  these  flavors  into 
a  fine  pizza. 

Another  potentially  difficult 
member  of  the  cruciferous  family, 
cavolo  nero,  or  black  kale  ($4)  is  sim¬ 
ply  btaised  here  (in  what?  we  couldn’t 
tell,  but  maybe  just  olive  oil)  to  a  ten¬ 
der  crispness  that  reminded  me  of  the 
flash-fried  arugula  leaves  I  had  years 
ago  at  Abiquiu  near  Union  Square. 
The  bane  of  kale  cookery  is  tough¬ 
ness,  so  if  your  kale  turns  out  tender 
—  as  here  —  you  have  succeeded.The 
lone  small  dish  we  found  underpow¬ 


ered  was  a  bowl  of  Israeli  couscous 
($4.25)  tossed  with  what  appeared  to 
be  mainly  a  dice  of  carrots  and  zuc¬ 
chini.  It  lacked  a  unifying  flavor  or 
theme  and  would  probably  work  best 
as  a  side  dish  —  to  one  of  the  formi¬ 
dable  plates  of  flesh,  say. 

Among  the  most  interesting  of 
these  was  the  coffee-crusted  pork 
loin  ($16):  four  slices  of  medium-rare 
meat  bathing  in  a  shallow  pool  of 
(Jameson)  whiskey-cream  sauce.  The 
coffee  rub  and  cream  sauce  combined 
to  produce  a  latte  effect  —  beguil¬ 
ing  in  its  own  right  and  also  a  wel¬ 
come  change  from  the  usual  cliched 
accompaniments  of  apples,  cherries, 
and  so  forth.  Less  impressive,  though 
still  quite  good,  was  a  grilled  ribeye 
steak  ($24.50),  nestled  on  a  mat  of 
watercress.  The  meat  had  a  good 
smoky  flavor  and  was  nicely  rare,  but 
it  was  a  little  fattier  than  ideal. 

Of  an  ideal  fattiness  was  the 
honey-lavender  panna  cotta,  like  a 
tasty,  creamy  cloud  that  had  been 
captured  in  a  martini  glass.  At  $5.50, 
it  has  to  be  the  best  buy  on  the  des¬ 
sert  menu.  And  a  deal  is  always 
music  to  some  ears,  sfbg 

CODA 

Dinner:  Tues.-Sun„  5:30—10  p.m. 

1710  Mission,  SF 

(415)  551-CODA  (2632) 

www.codalive.com 

Full  bar 

AE/MC/V 

Loud 

Wheelchair  accessible 


^tRY!)!l,  «P  sizzfl-Itst’ 

F22®  THE 
C±§TR2  SIN2E  ‘92! 


(i 


Daily  10a  -  lip 
4150 18th  Street 


Block  from  Castro  @  18th  &  Coliingwood) 

415.861.4470 

fax  orders  415.701 .8965 


BAY 

Sushi  Shabu  Sake 

Biggest  &  Meanest  Rolls  in  Town 


Killer  Whale  Challenge 

If  you  can  eat  this  41b  monster 
then  it's  FREE 

68  West  Portal  Ave.,  SF  941  27 
415-564-3364 


A  w  -n  *  rr 


Las  Palmeras 

Restaurant 

Salvadorian/ Mexican 

'  5  *f.-  .  i  r 

Latin,  rood  &  Seafood  ! 
Comida  Latina  y  Mariscos 

Happy  Hour  4-7 
DAILY! 


Bring  this  ad 
&  receive 
10%  off 


A  2721  Mission  @  23rd 
415-285-7796 
Open  7  Days  a  Week 


8:30axn-9:30pm 


20%  OFF 

DINNER  ON 
TUESDAYS 

VALID  FOR  94107  RESIDENTS 


Lingba 


RESTAURANT  &  LOUNGE 

1469  18th  St  |  lingba.com 
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GOOD  FOOD,  COLD  BEER, 
AND  GREAT  MUSIC. 


Come  join  us  for  dinner  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  nights  between  6  and  8pm.  Grab  a  pitcher  of  beer 
and  enjoy  the  live  music  of  Harold  Bradford  on  the  piano. 


-c 


GOAT  HILL  PIZZA:  300  CONNECTICUT  ST.  6  18TH  641-1440  DELIVERY:  974-1303 


-  Son  Francisco  Chronicle 

"Award  of  Excellence" 
-Wine  Spectator  2006-2008 

'Award  of  Unique  Distinction" 
-Wine  Enthusiast  2006-2008 


1550ltyde  Street 
(at  Pacific) 


415.775.1550 

www.1550hyde.com 


WINTER  HOLIDAY  HOURS 

Thursday  December  24th 

OPEN  9am-6pm 

Friday  December  25th 

CLOSED 

Thursday  December  31st 

OPEN  9am-6pm 

Friday  January  1st  2010 

CLOSED 


STORE 

HOURS 

?om~9pm 


~F~ '■*  <?  V'C? 

VE&ETA'R.lAfiJ 

Ke'STAuKAfiJT 


Occasional 
Sundai)  Brunch 

(call  for  next  date) 

FREE  MEDITATION 
CLASSES 

Call 

415-664-1327 


WINNER! 


BEST  FAKE 
MEAT  SANDWICH 

Men  -  Sat.  8am  tc  8pm  except  Wed.  8am  te  3pm 
1298  Market  St  @  9th,  San  Francisce 

621-1994 

www.anandafuara.com 


DID  you  Kv\o\fi}  ... 

THAT  ORt6tHALLy  THE  yi/ORD  MEAT  StAAPLY 
REFERRED  To  HAV1H6  A  AAEAL?  AFTER  HAV1M6 
OHFS  FiLL  OF  MUTRiTiouS  FOOD 
WHETHER  IT  BE  MEAT  iH  THE  AMiMAL 
SEMSE,  OR  THE  “AAEAT”  or  EDiBLE 
PART  OF  A  VEGETABLE,  HUT,  OR. 
GRAiH  A  PERSOH  COULD  CoHStDER 
I  *  *<«■►«««»  THEMSELVES  'WELL  -  AAEATED". 

“  COOPERATfVe 


!  15%0FF ! 

1  mention  i 
1  this  ad  1 

k  _____  j 


^ede-ar 

“iEeAtciuneutt 


Authentic  dishes  with 
plenty  of  Veg  choices 


*  *  * 


BEST  VEGGIE 
BURRITO 

IN  SAN  FRANCISCO! 

★ 

Bay  Guardian 
"Best  of  the  Bay" 
1998,  1999,  2000,  2001, 
2002,  2003,  2005,  2006, 
2007,  2008 


•  OPEN  EVERYDAY  • 


2 2XS  Mission  St.  («>  19tli 
(415)  252-9560 
1003  Market  St.  C«>  6tli 
(415)  H64-6773 

Come  visit  our  newest  locution: 

3211  Mission  St.  (p>  Valencia 


24  HOURS 


SERVING  BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH,  &  DINNER 


3991-A  17TH  STREET 
MARKET  &  CASTRO  •  864-9795 


20 1  8  Lombard  St.  at  Webster 


Open  Nightly  at  5:  jopm 
C  LOSED  Tu  ESDAYS 
'  41  {-929-8888 

ALEGRIASSF.COM 
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The  unbearable 
lightness  of  being 


By  L.E.  Leone 

le.chicken.farmer@gmail.com 


CHEAP  EATS  It’s  weird  for  me, 
of  all  people,  to  be 
g  \  having  an  existential 

I  1  crisis.  Yet  ... 

\  J  You  know,  there 

have  been  times  in 
the  past  few  weeks 
when  I  almost  completely  didn’t 
know  if  1  existed  or  not.  It  ain’t  fun. 
Not  no  picnic,  no  ...  nonexistence. 

I’m  here  to  tell  you. 

And  it’s  weird  because  in  the 
past  I  have  taken  particular  pride 
in  my  capacity  for  existing.  That’s 
why  my  calypso  name  was  always 
Lord  Exister  or  Sister  Exister  or  just 
Exister.  And  my  songs  celebrated 
mostly  existential  themes,  such  as 
butter. 

Now  I  can  only  write  about  tofu 
and  spelt  flour,  and  when  that  hap¬ 
pens  it’s  time  to  hang  up  your  steel 
drum.  I  mean,  don’t  get  me  wrong, 
I’m  taking  mine  to  Germany  because 
it’s  quite  possible  the  Germans  won’t 
understand  a  word  of  it,  no  matter 
which  language  I  choose  to  use  to 
express  my  out-of-key  self  in. 

I’m  just  saying.  Or,  as  the  late 
great  Townes  Van  Zandt  put  it, 
“Maybe  she  just  has  to  sing  for  the 
sake  of  the  song.” 

One  of  my  favorite  people  to  talk 
to  is  Mod  the  Pod,  or  Mod  Pod,  as 
we  call  her  for  short.  We  were  driv¬ 
ing  in  her  pickup  truck  on  the  most 
beautiful  country  road  in  Sonoma 
County,  on  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  December  evenings  in  California 
history.  The  sun  was  setting.  The 
moon  was  rising.  And  I  was  sweating 
the  big  stuff.  You  know:  death. 

Mod  Pod  is  by  trade  a  therapist. 
“Mmm-hmm,”  she  said.  “Mmm- 


hmm.” 

I  should  also  mention  that  we 
were  eating  donuts,  so  it  was  not 
completely  off-the-wall  of  me  to 
change  the  subject  from  my  depress¬ 
ing  preoccupation  with  the  abyss  to 
donuts.  It  might  have  been  a  little 
abrupt,  though,  come  to  think  of  it. 
Like  this: 

“I  don’t  think  it’s  my  self  self 
that  I  am  overly  attached  to  so  much 
as  my  point  of  view,  or  myself  as  a 
point-of-view  character.  That’s  what 
I  can't  quite  fathom  letting  go  of.  My 
point  of  view.” 

“Mmm-hmm.  Mmm-hmm.” 

“You  know  what  I  mean?” 

“Mmm-hnucJ  She  was  driv¬ 


ing,  looking  straight  ahead  out  the 
windshield.  The  road  was  hilly  and 
winding,  and  Mod  Pod  is  a  pretty 
good  driver. 

“Pod,”  I  said,  “have  you  ever  had 
a  donut  that  wasn’t  good?" 

She  glanced  at  me  and  then 
looked  straight  ahead  again.  The 
empty  bag  was  on  the  seat  between 
us.  “Let  me  think  about  that,”  she 
said.  “That’s  a  really  good  question.” 

And  she  thought  about  it,  and  — 
having  nothing  but  time  —  so  did  I. 

We  decided,  in  the  end,  that 
neither  of  us,  and  not  even  the 
Attack  (who  joined  our  conversation 
in  Oakland  and  would  later  pay  for 
dinner)  had  ever  had  an  exactly  bad 
donut.  The  closest  we  could  come 
to  “bad”  was  stale.  I  think  it  was  the 
Pod  —  although  it  could  have  been 
anyone  —  had  once  bitten  into  a 
too-many-days-old  donut.  Not  good. 
I  think  it  was  jelly,  with  powdered 
sugar. 

The  important  thing  is  that  life 
goes  on,  with  or  without  you  or  your 
point  of  view.  And  then  there  it  is, 
like  a  bright  light  and  classical  music: 
the  hugest  plate  of  food  ever,  with 
melted  cheese  in  two  different  colors 
oozing  into  brown  beans  and  white 
rice,  chile  rellenos  and  a  fried  fish 
taco,  table  full  of  delicious  salsas, 
only  some  of  which  came  out  of  Mod 
Pod’s  purse  ...  beer,  sangria  ...  and  ... 
you  have  zero  appetite. 

What  the  fuck? 

Maybe  it  was  the  donuts.  I  tasted 
everything,  and  everything  was 
great,  but  I  couldn’t  quite  exactly  dig 
into  it,  much  less  put  it  away.  Well, 
and  Mexican  food  was  my  idea. 
Juan’s  was  theirs.  Excellent  fam¬ 
ily-style  atmosphere;  in  fact,  they 
were  putting  up  the  Christmas  tree 
while  we  were  eating.  I  get  the  sense 
that  this  is  a  go-to  East  Bay  place, 
although  ...  nobody  was  there.  And 
I’d  never  been. 

Oooh,  I  hate  saying  sentences 
like  that,  even  when  it’s  by  acci¬ 
dent.  SFBG 

JUAN’S  PLACE 

Mon.-FrL,  11  a.m.-lO  p.m.; 

Sat.-Sun.,  2-10  p.m. 

941  Carleton,  Berk. 

(510)  845-6904 
Beer  &  wine 
AE.D.MC.V 

L.E.  Leone’s  new  book  is  Big  Bend 
(Sparkle  Street  Books),  a  collection  of 
short fiction. 


J  3071  16th  ST,  SF*  (415)864  8840 

EMBARCAOERO  PIER  ONE  (41S)  982  2182 
(NEXT  TO  THE  FERRY  BUILDING) 

^  363  B  ST,  SAN  MATEO  •  (650)  343  4123  r 


A  BOOK 

Longer-lasting  than  a  fruitcake, 

cheaper  than  a  flat  screen, 

more  fun  than  a  partridge  in  a  pear  tree. 


TUE-FRI  •  4PM-7PM 

SO  HAPPY  HOUR 

$5  COCKTAILS  ' 
S3  DRAFTS 

THURSDAY 

BROKE-ASS 
COLLEGE  NIGHT 

SI  PBR  S  SHOT 
W/COLLEGE 
STUDENT  I  D 


WED  •  SPY,- 1 1  PM 

HUMP  DAY  SPECIAL 

/  OFF  SELECTED 
APPETIZERS 
S4  SELECTED 
COCKTAILS 

a . 

FRI  &  SAT  •  8PM  I  AM 

ROTATINC  DJS 

SPINNING  HIP  HOP. 
DUB.  FUNK  &  SOUL 


LATE  NICHT 

DINING  SPECIALIZING  IN 

UPM-1AM  PRIVATE  EVENTS 

THURSDAY  SATURDAY  &  CATERING 

TUE  &  WED  4pm-12am 

(KITCHEN  CLOSES  ig)  11pm) 

THTJ-  SAT  4pm-2am,  SUN  4pm-9pm 


»  i  . 

l7IMn.  IM 


380P  GEARY  BLVD  (BETWEEN  2  &  3  '  AVE) 
I  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  S>41I8 
415.221  9800*  WWWAAA2USF.COM 


fir  your  unwanted 


'  Blu-Rays  Records 

Video  Games  j 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
2350  Market  St. 
(415)  282-8000 

streetlightrecords.com 

Some  restrictions  may  apply 


Bauman  College 

Holistic  Nutrition  &  Culinary  Arts 
Since  1989 

Turn  your  passion  for 
nutrition  into  a  career! 


CertificateTraining  Programs: 

•  Nutrition  Educator 

•  Nucrition  Consultant 

•  Natural  Chef 


Distance  Learning  or 
Classroom  Locations  In: 


•  Berkeley,  CA 

•  Pcnngrove,  CA 

•  Santa  Cruz,  CA 

•  Boulder,  CO 


Jir. 


(800)  987-7530 

BaumanCollege.org 
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THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  GUARDIAN  PICKS 


WEDNESDAY 

DEC.  9 

DANCE/PERFORMANCE 

Keith  Hennessy:  Saliva:  The 
Making  of  and  Saliva 

Saliva  is  probably  Keith 
Hennessy’s  best  known  and 
least  seen  work  of  the  last 
20  years.  When  it  premiered 
on  a  cold  December  night  in 
1988  under  a  San  Francisco 
freeway  overpass  —  and 
when  it  was  performed  again 
in  March  1989  —  it  had  not 
been  advertised,  but  word  got 
around  in  the  underground 
arts  community.  Saliva  was 
a  ritualistic  solo  in  which 
Hennessy  forcefully,  poeti¬ 
cally,  and  hopefully  spoke 
for  his  own  manhood  and 
for  a  community  caught  in 
the  anguish  of  AIDS.  To  use 
spit  —  an  “uncouth”  bodily 
fluid  —  as  healing  balm  was 
a  revolutionary  act  in  both 
humanistic  and  theatrical 
terms.  It  may  be  difficult  in 
2009  to  recreate  the  sense  of 
pain,  helplessness,  and  fury 
that  generated  the  work.  But 
isn’t  that  what  memorials  are 
for?  Lest  we  forget,  these 
events  are  the  opening  act  of 
a  celebration  of  Hennessy’s 
work  and  contribution  to  the 
Bay  Area  that  continues  in 
January.  (Rita  Felciano) 

Saliva:  The  Making  of 
discussion  and  screening: 

7:30  p.m.,  free 
CounterPULSE 


1310  Mission,  SF 

Saliva  performance:  Sun/13, 

8  p.m.;  $15-$25  (no  one 
turned  away) 

check  www.circozero.org  for 
location,  SF 
www.circozero.org. 
www.brownpapertickets.com 

THURSDAY 

DEC.  10 

MUSIC 

Espers 

Don’t  expect  fairy  folk 
and  mythical  critters  to 
prance  through  the  new 
Espers  album,  III  (Drag  City) 

—  regardless  of  song  titles 
like  “Trollslanda.”  That’s 
Swedish  for  dragonfly,  band 
member  Meg  Baird  assures 
me.  Despite  appearances  and 
a  name  that  evokes  para- 
normal-minded  cultists,  it’s 
clear  the  group  of  mostly 
Philadelphians  is  more  earthy 
and  no-nonsense,  as  Baird 
reels  off  the  various  scratch 
song  names  and  ideas  Espers 
toyed  with  as  they  were  mak¬ 
ing  III  —  a  witchy,  intoxicating 
blend  of  psychedelia,  prog, 
and  English  folk  revival.  For 
Baird’s  interview,  see  this 
week’s  Noise  blog. 

(Kimberly  Chun) 

With  Wooden  Shjips  and 
Colossal  Yes 
8  p.m.,  $13— $15 
The  Independent 
628  Divisadero,  SF 


WELCOME  TU 

SWEETJIE/ 


(415)  771-1421 
www.independentsf.com 

EVENT 

Historic  Libations 

San  Franciscans  have  long 
enjoyed  a  romance  with  alco¬ 
hol  —  from  the  debauchery 
of  the  Barbary  Coast  era 
to  the  modern  renaissance 
of  the  artisan  cocktail,  the 
City  by  the  Bay  knows  how 
to  knock  ’em  back.  You  can 
celebrate  this  high-proof  his¬ 
tory  at  Historic  Libations, 
a  party  inspired  by  Cocktail 
Boothby’s  American  Bartender 
(Anchor  Distilling,  152  pages, 
$14.95),  an  expanded  reprint 
of  a  classic  1891  book  by 
one  of  the  city’s  earliest  and 
most  influential  mixologists. 
Revelers  can  sample  a  variety 
of  uniquely  San  Francisco 
cocktails,  including  the  pisco 
sour  and  the  Martinez.  At  the 
end  of  the  festivities,  they’ll 
be  given  their  own  copy  of  the 
book  to  take  home  and  consult 
to  perfect  historic  and  potent 
concoctions.  (Sean  McCourt) 

6  p.m.,  $40-$50 
California  Historical  Society 
678  Mission,  SF. 

(415)  357-1848,  ext.  229 

WWW. 

californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


rare  for  many  50-year-olds 
to  be  as  robust  as  the  SF 
Mime  Troupe.  Challenging 
entrenched  racism,  endemic 
poverty,  and  politics-as-usual 
regionally  and  nationally 
since  1959,  the  Mime  Troupe 
has  earned  theatre’s  great¬ 
est  awards  —  three  Obies, 
a  Tony,  and  an  obscenity 
trial.  Celebrate  a  half-cen¬ 
tury  of  provocative  street 
performance  —  and  toast 
the  next  50  with  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  most  venerable, 
anti-institutional  institu¬ 
tions —  at  this  birthday 
party,  which  includes  a 
special  staging  of  its  1981 
Christmas  Carol  remix  Ghosts, 
an  ode  to  those  displaced  by 
the  building  of  the  nearby 
Moscone  Center.  Stop  back 
on  Saturday  for  a  four-hour 
interactive  workshop  with 
Mime  Troupe  collective  mem¬ 
bers  Ed  Holmes  and  Keiko 
Shimosanto  in  which  par¬ 
ticipants  will  be  called  upon 
to  create  their  own  “anti¬ 
consumption”  pageant  and 
parade  it  through  downtown 
SF.  (Nicole  Gluckstern) 

Performance:  7:30  p.m.,  free 
Workshop:  Sat/12, 12:30  p.m., 
$15 

Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the 
Arts 


FRIDAY 

DEC.  11 

FILM/MUSIC 

Artists’  Television  Access 
25th  Anniversary 

The  year  1984  contained 
delights  and  horrors,  some 
more  Orwellian  than  others: 
Ronald  Reagan,  Apple  com¬ 
puters,  Cabbage  Patch  Kids, 
Mary  Lou  Retton,  Gremlins, 
Dynasty,  New  York’s  “sub¬ 
way  vigilante,”  American 
punk  rock,  etc.  Amid  that 
churning,  neon-wearing. 

Cold  War-tensed  milieu, 
Artists’  Television  Access 
was  formed,  and  the  activ¬ 
ism-through-art  hub  has  been 
keeping  tabs  on  news  and 
culture  ever  since.  Toast  25 
years  of  independent,  radical, 
community-oriented  pro¬ 
gramming  at  ATA’s  Valencia 
Street  gallery,  the  site  of  both 
a  decades-spanning  screening 
of  works  by  staff  and  associ¬ 
ates  (Lise  Swenson,  Craig 
Baldwin,  Rigo  23,  Konrad 
Steiner)  and  a  day-long  musi¬ 
cal  get-down  (with  Ash  Reiter, 
Eats  Tapes,  a  raffle,  and 
much  more).  (Cheryl  Eddy) 

"ATA  25:  Quarter  Century  of 
Alternative  Work”:  7:30  p.m., 
free 


(415)  824-3890 
www.atasite.org 

MUSIC 

Eyehategod 

Hell  yeah,  y’all:  New  Orleans’ 
legendary  Eyehategod  is  com¬ 
ing  to  town,  seeping  into  your 
eardrums  on  a  slow-moving 
sludge  tide  of  doom,  noise, 
reefer  smoke,  and  fuck-the- 
system  politics.  Singer  Mike 
Williams  famously  overcame 
his  heroin  addiction  during 
a  post-Katrina  jail  stint,  and 
the  band  —  semi-dispersed 
since  the  early  aughts,  with 
most  members  engaged  in 
other  projects  (Down,  Mystick 
Krewe  of  Clearlight,  Soilent 
Green,  etc.)  —  is  at  last  back 
on  the  road.  Everyone  who’s 
been  fiending  since  1993’s 
Take  as  Needed  for  Pain 
(Century  Media)  can  finally 
feast  on  what  Decibel  maga¬ 
zine  called  “a  series  of  buzz¬ 
ing,  lurching  dirges  steeped 
in  feedback  and  contempt.” 
(Eddy) 

With  Stormcrow,  Brainoil, 

Acephalix 

8  p.m.,  $20 

DNA  Lounge 

375  11th  St,  SF 

(415)  626-1409 

www.dnalounge.com 


THEATER 

SF  Mime  Troupe  50th 
Anniversary  Exhibition 
Birthday  Bash 

Even  if  50  is  the  new  40,  it’s 


701  Mission,  SF 
(415)  978-2787 
www.ybca.org 
www.sfmt.org 


“Underground  —  Experimental 
—  Unstoppable”:  Sun/13, 

11  a.m.-lO  p.m.,  $10 
Artists'  Television  Access 
992  Valencia,  SF 


DANCE 

Mark  Morris  Dance  Company: 
The  Hard  Nut 

If  you  have  never  seen  The 
Hard  Nut,  Mark  Morris’ 
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The  Mime  Troupe  has  earned  theatre’s  greatest  awards 
—  three  Obies,  a  Tony,  and  an  obscenity  trial. 


extraordinarily  musical  and 
equally  touching  and  hilari¬ 
ous  version  of  the  holiday 
classic,  go  now.  The  times 
are  a-changing  in  Berkeley  as 
well,  and  it  may  be  quite  some 
time  until  this  glittering  jewel 
comes  back.  The  company  is 
not  scheduled  to  perform  it 
here  again  in  the  near  future. 
Morris  set  the  piece  in  a 
cartoon  version  of  the  ‘60s, 
removed  some  of  the  sugar 
but  not  much  of  the  sweet¬ 
ness,  kept  the  family  spirit 
(though  somewhat  reinter¬ 
preted)  alive,  and  heard  things 
in  the  music  as  only  he  can. 
You  will  never  see  a  dance  of 
the  Snowflakes  —  brilliant 

—  like  that  and  the  grand  pas 
de  deux  becomes  a  glorious 
grand  pas  de  tutti.  The  score 

—  Morris  used  every  single 
note  —  will  be  performed  live 
by  the- Berkeley  Symphony 
conducted  by  Robert  Cole. 
(Rita  Felciano) 

7  p.m.,  (through  Dec.  20) 
$36-$62 


Saturday  night,  do  something 
semi-social  at  an  art  gallery, 
and  win  a  prize  —  all  while 
playing  your  favorite  game 
of  Tuck-Every-Tile-Rack-ln- 
Snugly.  But  don’t  get  carried 
away:  although  you’ll  have  a 
chance  to  impress  everyone 
with  your  phenomenal  orga¬ 
nizational  skills,  you  won’t 
be  taking  anyone  home.  One 
other  thing:  you're  not  going 
to  have  those  cute  little 
Tetris  ditties  to  keep  you  in 
rhythm.  Instead,  there  will  be 
live  bands  (Microfiche,  White 
Cloud,  and  Middle  D).  They 
might  remind  of  those  well- 
worn  synth  loops,  but  they’re 
more  dynamic,  more  human. 
This  is  the  night  you’ve  been 
waiting  for;  don’t  let  that 
sheep  baaaaaah. 

(Spencer  Young) 

8  p.m.,  $5-$15  (free  with 
membership) 

The  Lab 

2948  16th  St.,  SF 
(415)  864  8855 
www.thelab.org 


Zellerbach  Hall 


UC  Berkeley  Campus,  Berk. 
(510)  642-9988 
www.calperfs.berkeley.edu 

SATURDAY 

DEC.  12 

EVENT 

Tetris  Tournament 

Hey  Tetris  Master,  here’s  your 
chance  to  finally  go  out  on 


FILM 

San  Francisco  Silent  Film 
Festival  Winter  Event 

Perfectly  timed  as  an  antidote 
for  all  the  year-end  noise  at 
first-run  theaters,  the  SF 
Silent  Film  Festival  Winter 
Event  dips  into  cinema  his¬ 
tory,  unspooling  films  made 
long  before  Peter  Jackson  got 
his  mitts  on  CG  technology  or 
Guy  Ritchie  decided  Sherlock 


Holmes  should  learn  kung  fu. 
The  four  selections  include  a 
1927  Thailand-shot  adven¬ 
ture  from  the  future  minds 
behind  the  original  King  Kong 
(1933),  Chang:  A  Drama  of  the 
Wilderness-,  a  U.S.  premiere 
(90  years  after  the  fact!)  in 
Abel  Gance’s  1919  World 
War  I  epic  J’accuse;  the  Tod 
Browning-Lon  Chaney  collabo 
West  of  Zanzibar  (1928);  and 
a  pair  for  Buster  Keaton  fans: 
the  1921  short  The  Goat,  and 
delightful  1924  featurette 
Sherlock  Jr.  (Eddy) 


overdose  on  cuteness  and 
creativity.  (Jana  Hsu) 

Noon-6  p.m.  (also  Sun/13, 
noon-6  p.m.),  $2  (children  free) 
San  Francisco  County  Fair 
Building 

Golden  Gate  Park 
Ninth  Ave  and  Lincoln,  SF 
(415)  831-5500 
www.bazaarbizarre.org 

SUNDAY 

DEC.  13 

MUSIC 


multilayered  orchestral  com¬ 
position,  her  appeal  lies  not  in 
a  narrowness  of  focus,  but  an 
expansive,  expressive  musi¬ 
cal  palette.  She’s  showcasing 
her  range  in  three  separate 
sets  —  an  instrumental  duet 
with  pianist  Myra  Melford,  a 
vocal  set  with  guitarist  Robby 
Giersoe,  and  a  final  act  with 
singer-songwriter  Bruce 
Cockburn. (Gluckstern) 

8  p.m.,  $18.50-$19.50 
Freight  and  Salvage 
2020  Addison,  Berkeley 
(510)644-2020 


11:30  a.m.,  $14-$17  per  film 
(all-day  pass,  $52) 

Castro  Theatre 
429  Castro,  SF 
1(800)  838-3006 
www.silentfilm.org 

EVENT 

Bazaar  Bizarre 

Handmade  letterpress  sta¬ 
tionery,  Scottish  shortbread, 
dolls  dressed  up  in  home-knit¬ 
ted  pinafores,  wind  chimes 
made  from  rusted  dining 
utensils  —  love  those  old 
fairs  and  festivals'.  This  local 
incarnation  of  the  nationwide 
Bazaar  Bizarre  includes  a  one- 
woman  metal  studio,  ceramic 
wares,  boutique  cupcakes, 
children’s  clothes,  hand- 
bound  books,  silk-screened 
apparel  —  and  birds  as  fin¬ 
ger  jewelry.  There  will  also 
be  music  by  Slide  and  Spin 
Studios,  crafty  workshops, 
and  giveaways.  Get  ready  to 


Jenny  Scheinman 

As  any  music  aficionado 
knows,  describing  an  act 
that  avoids  prescribed  cat¬ 
egories  can  result  in  verbal 
apoplexy  of  a  most  unfortu¬ 
nate  kind.  How  then  to  best 
convey  the  many  talents  of 
one  Humboldt  County-born 
Jenny  Scheinman,  whose  col¬ 
laborative  projects  and  studio 
sessions  have  ranged  over 
the  years  from  avant-garde 
jazz  to  moody  blues,  and 
whose  formidably-wielded 
violin  is  the  perfect  foil  for 
her  straight-shooting,  honky- 
tonk-inflected  voice?  From 
John  Zorn’s  Tzadik  label  to 
Lucinda  Williams’  recording 
sessions,  Sheinman’s  been 
making  a  widening  splash 
since  leaving  the  Bay  Area  in 
1999.  Skillfully  combining  a 
wiser-than-her-years  strain 
of  down-home  melancholia 
with  sturdy  yet  evocative 


www.freightandsalvage.org 

www.jennyscheinman.com 

TUESDAY 

DEC.  15 

MUSIC 
Kid  Cudi 

More  Urban  Outfitters  than 
the  rooftops  of  Brooklyn,  Kid 
Cudi  has  successfully  capi¬ 
talized  off  of  Kanye  West’s 
hipster  niche.  For  the  MTV 
crowd  in  search  of  someone 
less  embarrassing  than  West, 
Kid  Cudi  is  their  go-to  neon 
hoodie.  He  makes  interga- 
lactic  pop-hop  mixed  with 
lazy  lyrics  like  “The  lonely 
stoner  needs  to  free  his  mind 
at  night”  and  “I’ve  got  some 
issues  that  nobody  can  see/ 
And  all  of  these  emotions  are 
pouring  out  of  me.”  A  poet  he 
ain’t.  It’s  more  spectacle  than 
speculation.  The  songs  “Heart 


(1)  Kid  Cudi  (see  Tues/15); 

(2)  Buster  Keaton  in 
Sherlock  Jr.  (see  Sat/12); 

(3)  A.T.A.  pal  Craig 
Baldwin  (see  Fri/11);  (4) 
Eyehategod  (see  Fri/11); 
(5)  Bazaar  Bizarre 
vendors  Sweet  Meats 
(see  Sat/12);  (6)  Jenny 
Scheinman  (see  Sun/13); 
(7)  Tetris,  Nintendo  stylee 
((see  Sat/12);  (8)  Espers 
(see  Thurs/10);  Keith 
Hennessy  in  Saliva  (see 
Wed/9) 

PHOTO  OF  CRAIG  BALDWIN  BY 
DAVID  BORDWELL:  PHOTO  OF 
JENNY  SCHEINMAN  BY  MICHAEL 
WILSON;  PHOTO  OF  KEITH 
HENNESSY  IN  SALIVA  BY  GLENN 
CALEY  BACHMANN 


of  Lion”  and  “Up  Up  £f  Away” 
are  infectious  with  youthful 
ambition,  and  we’re  reminded 
this  is  a  kid  from  Cleveland 
who  now  wears  his  Air  Yeezys 
on  the  streets  of  Brooklyn.  Is 
this  the  future  of  hip-hop?  I 
don’t  know.  I  just  came  here 
to  get  high  and  dance  in  my 
skinny  jeans.  (Lorian  Long) 

8-p.m.,  $29.75-$33.00 
Regency  Ballroom 
1290  Sutter,  SF 
415-673-5716 

www.theregencyballroom.com 

The  Guardian  listings  deadline  is 
two  weeks  prior  to  our  Wednesday 
publication  date.  To  submit  an  item 
for  consideration,  please  include  the 
title  of  the  event,  a  brief  description 
of  the  event,  date  and  time,  venue 
name,  street  address  (listing  cross 
streets  only  isn’t  sufficient),  city, 
telephone  number  readers  can  call 
for  more  information,  telephone 
number  for  media,  and  admission 
costs.  Send  information  to  Listings, 
the  Guardian  Building,  135  Mississippi 
St.,  SF,  CA  94107;  fax  to  (415)  487- 
2506;  or  e-mail  (paste  press  release 
into  e-mail  body  —  no  text  attach¬ 
ments,  please)  to  listings(S>sfbg.com. 
We  cannot  guarantee  the  return  of 
photos,  but  enclosing  an  SASE  helps. 
Digital  photos  may  be  submitted  in 
jpeg  format;  the  image  must  be  at 
least  240  dpi  and  four  inches  by  six 
inches  in  size.  We  regret  we  cannot 
accept  listings  over  the  phone. 


SFBG.COM/PICKS  19 


f©)CELLspace 


Where  the  heART  Lives 

ONCOINC  CLASSES 
&  PUBLIC  EVENTS 

SAT:  Zumba  dance/exerdse 

10:30am  -  11:30am 

SUN:  Double  Dutch 

12pm  -  3pm 

[  LAST  SUN:  Dandelion 
DanceTheater  Playshops 

6pm  -  9pm 

MON:  Breakdancing 

7:30pm  — 10  pm 

WED:  Tango  Unbound 
8pm  -  12am 

FIRST  THURSDAY: 
SPACECRAFT  Art  Exhibition 


2050  BRYANT  ST.  INFOa>CELLSPACE.ORG 

WWW.CELLSPACE.ORC 


mm 


^gr^^FRI,  DEC  11  •  SAT,  DEC  12 

DOORS  8/  SHOW  9  •  S42.50 

LOS  LOBOS  © 

NORTEC  COLLECTIVE  PRESENTS: 
BOSTICH  AND  FUSSIBLE 

4Cu3%SUN,  DECEMBER  13 

~-lin  ill'”  DOORS  7/  SHOW  8  •  S21.00 

GRACE  POTTER 

£  THE  NOCTURNALS  H 

_ HOWLIN’  RAIN 

imm*  THU,  DECEMBER  1 7 

EARLY  SHOW  DOORS  6/  SHOW  7  •  S22.50 
LATE  SHOW  DOORS  9:30/  SHOW  10  •  S22.50 

BILL  BURR  :  let  it  go 

TAPING  OF  HIS  SECOND  HOUR  LONG 
COMEDY  CENTRAL  SPECIAL 

FRI,  DECEMBER  18 

DOORS  8/  SHOW  9  •  S25.00 

STEVE  KIMOCK 
CRAZY  ENGINE 


-^77^.  SAT.  DECEMBER  19 

^ViP.o.n)^  DOORS  8/  SHOW  9  •  S36.50 

RICKIE  LEE  JONES 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  27 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER  28 

DOORS  7/  SHOW  8  •  S25.50  KPIG 

RAILROAD  EARTH 

HOT  BUTTERED  RUM 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  31 

DOORS  8/  SHOW  9  •  SS9.S0 

LES  CLAYPOOL 

SAT,  JANUARY  9 

..viLV.-ir  DOORS  7/  SHOW  8  •  S45.00 
BILL  GRAHAM  MEMORIAL 
FOUNDATION  PRESENTS 

BILL’S  BIRTHDAY  BASH 
FEATURING  CAKE 

DAN  HICKS  AND  THE  NEW  HICKSVILLE  EXPRESS 
FISHBEAR 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  10 

DOORS  7/  SHOW  8  •  S30.00 

SONIC  YOUTH 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  16 

DOORS  8/  SHOW  9  •  S20.00 

STATE  RADIO 

WED,  JANUARY  20 
THU,  JANUARY  21 

DOORS  7/  SHOW  8  •  S20.00 

REBELUTION 

_ SOJA,  ZION-I _ 

FRI,  JANUARY  22 

DOORS  8/  SHOW  9  •  S20.00 

CITY  AND  COLOUR 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  23 

DOORS  8/  SHOW  9  •  S22.50 

COLD  WAR  KIDS 

ALEC  OUNSWORTH 
WED,  JANUARY  27 

DOORS  7/  SHOW  8  •  S32.50 

THE  PINK  FLOYD 
EXPERIENCE 
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Explosive  watercolors:  Conrad  Ruiz’s  Overload 
makes  a  bid  for  best  Obama  art,  while  New  Fall 
Lineup  conflates  disaster  and  celebration. 

OVERLOAD  AND  NEW  FALL  LINEUP  COURTESY  OF  SILVERMAN  GALLERY 


arts  +  culture 


Sprinting  toward  Babylon 


Conrad  Ruiz  paints  the  speed-record  horror  and  hilarity 
of  contemporary  life 


By  Johnny  Ray  Huston 

johnny@sfbg.com 

VISUAL  ART  I  remember  the  first 
time  I  heard  about 
f  \  Conrad  Ruiz.  I  was 

f  7  |  standing  by  the 

V  I  fire  on  the  patio  of 

-  ”~y  the  Eagle,  a  spot 
that  for  me  is  a  site 
of  great  tidings.  A  pair  of 
talented  San  Francisco  artists  told 
me  vrith  enthusiasm  about  this  young 
painter  whose  large-scale  works 
depicted  things  like  a  man  riding 
the  nose  of  a  killer  whale  as  it  burst 
forth  from  a  pool,  or  a  coach  getting 
a  golden  shower  of  Gatorade  from 
his  triumphant  team.  According  to 
their  accounts,  Ruiz  magnified  and 
entwined  the  absurdity  and  ecstasy 
of  his  subject  matter.  I  had  some 
cathartic  laughs  just  imagining  his 
paintings. 

When  I  first  “saw”  Ruiz’s  art, 
online,  it  exceeded  my  expectations. 
In  particular,  I  was  blown  away  by 
Overload  [2009],  which  among  other 
things  deserves  consideration  as  the 
best  piece  of  “Barack  Obama  art”  to 
date.  Panoramic  and  vibrant  even 
when  shrunk  25  times  in  size,  Ruiz’s 
watercolor  works  on  paper  and  canvas 
once  again  incited  a  convulsive  reac¬ 
tion.  I  laughed  my  ass  off  upon  seeing 
works  such  as  New  Fall  Lineup  [2009] 
for  the  first  time.  But  the  longer  I 


looked,  the  more  caught  up  in  wonder 
I  became  about  their  myriad  tiny 
details  and  teeming  —  at  times  dis¬ 
turbing  —  subtextual  currents. 

What  goes  on  in  Ruiz’s  imagi¬ 
nation?  On  the  eve  of  his  first  solo 
show,  at  San  Francisco’s  Silverman 
Gallery,  I  caught  up  with  him  as  he 
navigated  the  social  conflagration  of 
Art  Basel  Miami,  the  megafair  where 
at  least  one  magazine  tipped  him  as 
the  leader  of  a  “new  generation  of  art 
stars.”  Whatever  one  makes  of  that 
claim,  Ruiz  —  who  is  also  plotting 
some  collective  artistic  efforts  with 
friends  —  is  the  splashiest  crest 
of  an  exciting  new  wave  of  young 
California  painters. 

SFBG  How  are  you  doing? 

CONRAD  RUIZ  I’m  alright.  I’m  just 
sitting  on  South  Beach.  I  wanted  to 
find  a  place  to  gather  my  thoughts, 
and  I’m  watching  this  guy  tan  him¬ 
self.  I  can’t  believe  he’s  doing  that. 
He’s  got  these  great  stomach  muscles. 
[Curator  and  Berkeley  Art  Museum 
director]  Larry  Rinder  and  I  were 
talking  about  doing  sit-ups  before  we 
came  here,  but  we  both  just  got  busy 
—  we  never  did  it. 

Miami’s  fun.  1  kind  of  wish  I 
could  take  my  shirt  off  everywhere, 
but  I  feel  a  little  bit  squishy. 

SFBG  A  seems  like  your  art  would  look 
good  in  Miami. 


CR  The  colors  are  finding  a  home 
here.  There  are  a  lot  of  bright  red  and 
yellow  bikinis  around.  This  couple 
nearby  are  either  arguing  or  also  tan¬ 
ning  themselves.  They  just  sit  and 
look  at  the  sun,  kinda  like  lizards. 

SFBG  What  do  you  think  of  the  Tiger 
Woods  news  frenzy  right  now?  1  won¬ 
dered  about  your  take  on  him.  In  a 
way,  I  thought  he  might  not  fit  along 
with  some  of  the  athletic  figures  you 
depict,  because  golf  isn't  so  much  about 
dynamism. 

CR  But  you  always  hear  comedians 
say,  “Just  leave  it  to  a  black  American 
to  dominate  another  sport.”  Chris 
Rock  essentially  says,  “Wait  till  we 
get  on  ice  skates,  man,  we’re  going  to 
take  over  hockey.” 

Tiger  Woods  has  been  developed 
into  this  brand,  aligned  with  Nike. 
It’s  a  very  intelligent  campaign.  It’s 
not  Obama,  but  he’s  been  this  per¬ 
son  who  can  do  no  wrong.  That’s 
the  personality  that  has  developed 
through  whoever  is  handling  his 
marketing.  It’s  more  than  his  being 
an  excellent  golfer,  he’s  also  been  disr 
played  as  this  great  human.  We  don’t 
know  that  much  about  him,  and  then 
something  like  [the  car  accident  and 
ensuing  scandal]  happens.  It’s  all  we 
get,  and  it’s  kind  of  sketchy,  and  it 
happened  to  fall  on  this  awesome 
Thanksgiving  weekend.  I  thought, 
“All  must  be  right  in  the  world  if  the 


only  thing  we  have  to  talk  about  is 
Tiger  Woods  getting  hit  with  a  golf 
club  by  his  wife.”  If  that’s  what  actu¬ 
ally  happened. 

SFBG  People  are  already  photoshopping 
and  digitally  animating  visions  of  that. 
CR  That's  my  job  — to  look  up  all 
that  stuff. 

SFBG  Does  1970s  cinema  have  any 
place  in  your  mind's  eye?  The  I aws 
[1975]  shark  in  your  painting  Rough 
Riders  [2008]  and  the  disaster film  or 
Towering  Inferno -like  [1974]  quality 
of  works  like  New  Fall  Lineup  made 
me  wonder.  I  could  see  that  I  might  he 
wrong  about  the  latter,  since  a  flaming, 
exploding  skyscraper  has  other  obvious 
connotations. 

CR  My  work  really  started  with  that 
time  period  and  in  painting  advertis¬ 
ing  from  that  era.  The  colors  were  a 
lot  more  primary.  When  I  was  paint¬ 
ing  those  advertisements,  the  work 
was  more  sarcastic.  That  beginning 
body  of  work  was  about  developing 
this  snarky  character  that  evolved  into 
what  I’m  making  now. 

It  is  about  going  back  and  catch¬ 
ing  some  of  the  ridiculousness  of 
what  was  so  popular  at  one  time. 
When  you  watch  a  disaster  film  now, 
you  know  the  history  of  those  celebri¬ 
ties.  It’s  hard  for  me  to  relate  to  that 
period  of  time,  but  it’s  easy  for  me  to 
relate  to  early  1990s  movies  like  the 
Naked  Gun  franchise  — O.J.  Simpson 
was  in  those  —  and  the  Terminator 
flicks.  Those  are  ridiculous  and  fun.  I 
like  them,  and  of  course  / lowers  voice], 
that's  my  Governor. 

Everyone  says  “I  hate  that 
guy,”  but  even' though  I  think 

CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  22  » 
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Anyone  for  a  threesome?  Well,  not  anyone  —  but  deconstructivist  artist  Toban  Nichols,  with  a 
triple  bill  of  shows  this  month,  will  certainly  do.  Above,  Hiss  (2008)  from  his  “Tragedy  Collection” 
and  Unicorn  from  the  “Lockup”  series. 


Glitchy  kisses 


A  trio  of  Toban  Nichols  shows  overtaxes, 
the  good  way 


By  Marke  B. 
marke@sfbg.com 

VISUAL  ART  “I  'm  interested  in  the 

®  destruction  of  every¬ 
thing.  I  was  the  kid 
who  screwed  up  all 
his  toys,”  Toban 
Nichols  (www. 
tobannichols.com) 
says  over  the  phone  from  his  studio 
in  Los  Angeles.  The  longtime  San 
Francisco  resident  and  multime¬ 
dia  artist  ii  still  unpacking  from 
his  recent  move  to  the  capital  of 
schmooze,  but  he’s  been  frantically 
yo-yoing  up  to  the  Bay  to  attend 
three  concurrent  gallery  openings,  a 
“trilogy  of  terror,”  of  his  work  here. 
“It’s  been  very  weird,  to  put  it  mild¬ 
ly.  I  moved  to  L.A.  partly  out  of 
frustration  with  my  lack  of  traction 
in  the  San  Francisco  art  world,  and 
then  as  soon  as  I  get  down  here  I’m 
offered  three  shows  at  once.  Maybe 
I  should  have  moved  sooner.” 

Maybe  he  should  have,  although 
the  gay  club  scene  sure  misses  his 
smiling  presence  and  that  of  his  DJ 
husband,  Jonathan.  Slyly  undermin¬ 
ing  notions  of  camp  and  kitsch  with 
painterly  electronic  fuck-ups,  Nichols’ 
work  is  as  varied  as  it  is  entrancing. 
And  the  exciting  threesome  of  shows 
introduces  a  trio  of  delectably  unique 
lines  of  aesthetic  inquiry  that  will 
tickle  any  deconstructivist’s  —  queer 
or  otherwise  —  mental  bone.  Shall 
we  count  them  off? 

JIGSAWMENTALLAMA 

This  sundry  group  show  at  David 


Cunningham  Projects  contains 
works  from  Nichols  glitchy-smeary 
“Lockup”  series,  summoning  con¬ 
temporary  architectural  forms  and 
based  on  machine  error.  If  Gerhard 
Richter  appropriated  Amon  Tobin 
CD  covers,  you’d  probably  get 
something  like  Nichols’  Giclee 
prints  “Appaloosa”  and  “Unicorn,”  - 
both  from  2008.  Other  entries  in 
the  “Lockup”  series  keep  the  sharp 
and  sensuous  rainbow  smudges  but 
introduce  fields  of  gray  or  black 
hatch  marks  that  bring  to  mind  both 
industrial  metal  ramping  and  early 
post-punk  12-inch  single  artwork. 
Nichols  trained  as  a  painter,  but 
moved  on  when  he  felt  painting 
“wasn’t  speaking”  to  him.  “I  now 
start  with  a  photographic  image 

—  and  through  a  computer  process 
I  discovered  completely  by  accident, 
overtax  the  output  until  it’s  cor¬ 
rupted  in  a  way  I  like,”  he  says.  In  a 
wonderful  related  series,  appropri¬ 
ately  titled  “Overtax,”  which  you  can 
see  at  his  Web  site,  Nichols  eerily 
haywires  a  Windows  force-quit  error 
box  into  an  apocalyptic  sleigh  ride. 
Through  Dec.  19,  free.  David 
Cunningham  Projects,  1928  Folsom,  SF. 
www.davidcunninghamprojects.com 

"THE  TRAGEDY  COLLECTION" 

Bewitched,  bothered,  bewildered 

—  the  “Tragedy  Collectidn,”  five 
pieces  of  which  are  on  display  on  the 
fourth  floor  of  the  LGBT  Center, 
hilariously  filters  televised  camp  ico¬ 
nography  through  Nichols’s  hand¬ 
held:  “I  wanted  to  create  something 
accessible  to  show  I  could  do  it,  so 


I  took  pictures  of  the  TV  with  my 
crappy  cell  phone  and  printed  them.” 
Dynasty’s  Joan  Collins  gnawing  on 
a  chicken  bone,  Tyra  Banks’  legend¬ 
ary  Top  Model freakout,  Bewitched.' s 
Agnes  Moorehead  hissing  like  a  cat 
on  a  rack  ...  the  prints  somehow 
update  queer  histrionics  while  bury¬ 
ing  traditional  camp  sensibilities 
deeper  than  Susan  Sontag. 

Through  ]an.  10,  2010,  free.  San 
Francisco  Lesbian  Gay  Bisexual 
Transgender  Community  Center,  1800 
Market,  SF.  www.sfcenter.org 

"OPPROBRIUM" 

Nichols’s  show  at  Adobe  Books, 
opening  Dec./lO,  is  a  medita¬ 
tive  compression  of  Vogue’s  Book  of 
Etiquette  and  Good  Manners  (Conde 
Nast,  1969).  “That  book  is  so  funny. 
It’s  completely  outdated,  full  of 
advice  that’s  so  alien  to  contem¬ 
porary  readers.  When  you  read  it 
today  there’s  all  kinds  of  complex 
humor  from  a  feminist  and  class 
perspective.  But  that  humor  was  on 
too  many  levels  for  me,  I  wanted 
to  shrink  it  into  a  single  joke.  So  I 
thought,  ‘Why  not  hire  air  engineer 
to  write  an  algorithm  that  replaces 
every  third  word  with  PUSSY.’  So 
I  did.”  Two  copies  of  the  book  will 
be  on  display  as  well  as  a  deliber¬ 
ately  loopy  video  of  Nichols’  artist 
statement  —  “Who  wants  to  stand 
around  and  read  something  long  on 
a  wall?”  —  featuring  a  voiceover  by 
comedian  Deven  Green  of  Brenda 
Dixon  parody  and  “Betty  Bowers 
Explains  Traditional  Marriage  to 
Everyone  Else”  YouTube  fame,  “plus 
some  random  images,  whatever.”  sfbg 
Opening  reception  Thu/10,  7  p.m.-9  p.m, 
free.  Through  lan.  10,  2010. 

Adobe  Books  Backroom  Gallery, 

3166  16th  St.,  SF. 

adobebooksbackroomgallery. 

blogspot.com 


Pubuc  Programs 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MIME  TROUPE 

50th  Anniversary  Birthday  Bash! 

Thu,  Dec  10, 7:30-11:30  pm 
FREE:  RSVP  by  emailing  sfmt@ybca.org 

*  One  night  only  performances  by  SF  Mime  Troupe 

*  Live  music,  cocktails  and  more!!!  __  - - TZTTyi 


Sumu 


YBCA  Galleries  now  open  until  8  pm.  Thu-Sat.  FREE  admission  with  same-day  performance  or  film  ticket! 


IT'S  A  GIFT  by  Norman  Z.  McLeod 

Thu,  Dec  10, 7:30  pm 

This  W.C.  Fields  favorite  illuminates 
the  everyman's  search  for  a  happy, 
peaceful  life.  (1934, 73  min,  35mm) 

THAT'S  ENTERTAINMENT  III 

by  various  directors 

Sat,  Dec  12,  7:30  pm 

An  amazing  compilation  of  clips  from 
MGM  musicals  such  as  Singin’inthe 
Rain  and  Cabin  in  the  Sky.  (1994, 113 
min,  35mm) 

HOPPITY  GOES  TO  TOWN 
(AKA  MR.  BUG  GOES  TO  TOWN) 
by  Dave  Fleischer 

Sun,  Dec  13. 2  pm 

A  stunning,  hand- drawn  animated  film 
about  a  group  of  bugs  who  find  their 
homes  threatened  by  humans.  (1941, 
78  min,  35  mm) 
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Conrad  Ruiz  CONT» 

[Schwarzenegger] ’s  doing  a  terrible 
job,  I  don’t  want  my  politicians  to  be 
these  people  I  don’t  know  — I’d  rather 
have  them  be  these  celebrities  I  hate. 
If  I’m  going  to  hate  who’s  in  office, 

I’d  rather  have  it  be  Sylvester  Stallone 
or  somebody. 

SFBG  When  you  make  work  that  has 
a  contemporary  element ,  there's  always 
a  danger  of  it  becoming  instantly  dated. 
But  I  think  some  of  your  work  is  both 
timely  and  ahead  of  its  time.  Overload, 
for  example,  just  becomes  more  and  more 
evocative. 

The  NASA  element  of  the  piece, 
with  the  Challenger  exploding,  is  tak¬ 
ing  on  new  facets  as  Obama  is  increas- 
ingly  identified  with  the  military  and 
space  program.  I  saw  a  show  at  Altman 
Siegel  Gallery  by  Matt  Keegan  earlier 
this  year  that  utilized  a  New  York 
Times  frontpage  photo  of  Obama 
boarding  Air  Force  One  for  the  first 
time.  That's  a  more  direct  example  of 
what  I'm  talking  about.  Six  months  ago, 
that  image  had  a  dijferent  connotation. 
CR  I  was  really  hoping  Obama  would 
get  elected,  because  I  started  Overload 
before  the  election. 

SFBG  / have  to  ask  about  the 
Challenger 's presence  in  Overload. 

I  was  talking  with  the  artist  Colter 
Jacobsen  recently  about  the  fact  that 
I'd  like  to  put  together  a  show  of 
Challenger -related  art.  Within  the 
art  world,  there  are  at  least  a  dozen 
or  so  people  who  have  incorporated 
the  Challenger  one  way  or  another 
into  work.  That's  not  even  counting 
how  it  has  manifested  as  band  and 
album  names  and  jokes  in  popular 
culture. 

CR  For  me,  it  would  be  great  to  ask 
the  artist  about  the  original  idea 
behind  making  a  Challenger  painting. 
Everyone  has  a  different  a  point  of 
view  about  what’s  going  on.  I  always 
feel  like  I’m  casting  with  my  paint¬ 
ings.  There  are  these  scenarios  that 
have  never  happened,  and  since  I  get 
to  decide  what’s  happening,  I  also 
decide  who  is  the  star  — whether  it’s 
someone  from  a  B  movie,  an  unsung 
celebrity,  a  friend  who  I’m  giving  a 
big  break,  or  someone  from  a  block¬ 
buster,  like  Eddie  Murphy  and  David 
Alan  Grier. 

Overload  is  a  blockbuster  sort 
of  painting.  I  cast  that  [Challenger] 
explosion  because  I  thought  it  was  a 
very  unique,  amazing  explosion.  Onqe 
I  began  painting  it,  people  began 
talking  about  its  relevance,  because 
it  says  something  different  when 
Obama  is  flying  towards  it,  possibly 
causing  it  or  stopping  it. 

To  be  very  honest,  I  didn’t  ini¬ 
tially  know  it  was  the  Challenger 
exploding.  My  Mom  told  me.  She’s 
a  teacher,  so  to  her  it  was  a  terrible 
thing,  and  she  asked  me  to  really 
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consider  what  I  was  doing.  I  told  her, 
“That’s  perfect.”  Because  to  me  the 
painting  is  about  Obama  coming  to 
the  rescue  and  shitting  these  energy 
projections  —  either  he’s  going  to 
stop  the  war,  or  he  causing  some 
trouble  of  his  own. 

A  few  paintings  later  [in  New  Fall 
Lineup ]  I  painted  the  Twin  Towers 
exploding  for  a  similar  reason.  I  was 
casting  this  unique  explosion  and 
trying  to  create  a  different  scenario 
with  it. 

SFBG  I  don't  often  self-identify  in  gen¬ 
erational  terms,  but  when  I  was  talking 
about  the  Challenger  explosion  with 
Colter  [Jacobsen],  he  was  saying  that  he 
had  referred  to  it  while  teaching  a  class, 
and  that  it  wasn't  even  a  memory  for 
many  students.  Whereas  for  he  and  I, 
there  was  the  teacher  element,  and  also 
the  fact  that  everyone  was  watching  the 
Challenger  at  school  that  day.  So  as  a 
disastrous  event,  it  was  similar  to  9/11 
in  that  the  day  just  stopped. 

CR  The  Challenger  explosion  has  a 
lot  to  do  with  failed  promise,  doesn’t 
it?  There  was  tremendous  hope  about 
what  was  about  to  happen,  and  it  all 
fell  apart  in  one  second. 

There’s  an  element  of  comedy 
that  I’ve  kind  of  borrowed  from 
Richard  Pryor.  As  I  watch  his  stuff, 
it’s  more  like  performance  art.  What 
he  talked  about  wasn’t  funny  at  all, 
it  was  actually  horrible.  He  was  an 
interesting  character  in  that  he  talked 
about  things  that  were  definitely 
not  right,  but  did  so  in  a  way  that 
everyone  would  be  laughing.  Comedy 
is  a  way  of  passing  serious  informa¬ 
tion  without  being  worried  about  the 
consequences.  That  makes  it  kind  of 
a  new  territory.  Dave  Chappelle  was 
able  to  say  some  unique  and  terrible 
things  in  this  fun  format. 

SFBG  It's  interesting  that  you  bring  up 
Chappelle,  because  after  he  hit  his  sort  of 
Challenger  moment  on  the  pop  culture 
stage  and  went  away,  Block  Party 
[a.k.a.  Dave  Chappelle’s  Block  Party, 
2006]  came  out. 

CR  That’s  a  beautiful  movie. 

SFBG  It  was  released  during  the  final 
stretch  of  all  the  jockeying  for  Academy 
Awards  in  Hollywood.  All  these  talking 
heads  were  going  on  about  which  movies 
were  important,  and  I  remember  think¬ 
ing  that  Block  Party  was  more  vital 
and  connected  to  the  world  than  any  of 
them. 

CR  His  stuff  is  always  about  pointing 
out  differences,  and  bringing  together 
ideas  of  social  class  hierarchy.  In  a 
roundabout  way,  that’s  what  he  did 
[in  Block  Party].  He  brought  together 
a  lot  of  high-end  artists  and  gave  a 
free  show.  It  was  about  giving  to  the 
people  or  the  neighborhood.  The  idea 
of  a  barbecue,  a  barbecue  block  party, 
also  has  an  ethnic  connotation  to  it. 

SFBG  There  is  a  lot  of  athletic  imag¬ 
ery  in  your  art,  and  I  don't  want  to 


“Comedy  is  a  way  of  passing  serious  information  withut  being 
worried  about  the  consequences,”  says  Conrad  Ruiz,  whose 
paintings  merge  Delacroix  and  modern  disaster. 

ROUGH  RIDERS  COURTESY  OF  SILVERMAN  GALLERY 


reduce  it  to  masculinity  or  sexuality, 
but  I  do  want  to  ask  about  being  drawn 
to  those  kinds  of  visuals,  or  wanting  to 
render  them. 

Veronica  De  Jesus  does  some 
sports-oriented  work  that's  quite  dif¬ 
ferent from  yours,  but  also  has  a  terrific 
sense  of  humor.  Sports  are  quite  iconic 
—  moments  like  an  Olympic  runner 
tumbling  or  Zidane's  headbutt  become 
part  of  the  collective  consciousness.  But  * 
beyond  that,  there's  an  ecstatic,  colorful, 
lively  quality  to  your  sports  imagery. 

CR  Sports  have  always  been  a  part 
of  my  life.  My  mom  and  dad  were 
very  athletic  at  one  time,  and  they 
encouraged  my  brother  and  me  to 
take  part  in  sports.  The  alternative 
was  for  us  to  be  on  our  own,  and 
they  knew  we  had  a  lot  of  Latino 
friends,  so  of  course  I  was  just  going 
to  get  into  trouble.  So  I  was  enrolled 
in  soccer  and  taekwando.  I  was  a 
sprinter  in  high  school,  and  I  was  on 
the  football  team. 

[The  paintings]  are  a  culmina¬ 
tion  of  all  the  things  you’re  talking 
about.  The  outfits  these  athletes  wear 
are  designed  to  be  eye-catching,  with 
these  primary  colors.  The  Denver 
Broncos  have  that  awesome  dark  blue 
with  orange  ... 

SFBG  I  love  that  combo.  I just  put 
together  a  sports  cinema  program  with 
a  film  curator  at  Yerba  Buena  Center 
for  the  Arts,  and  when  I'd  introduce  a 
movie  fom  the  1970s,  I'd  always  men¬ 
tion  the  athletic  fashions. 

CR  Everything  is  designed  to  be 
the  most  freaking  amazing  thing 
possible,  because  these  people  are 
performing  acts  that  no  one  else  can 
do  —  they’re  leaping  through  the  air 
catching  a  ball  thrown  from  very  far 
away  while  wearing  purple  and  yel¬ 


low.  The  performance  and  exertion  is 
incredible,  and  at  the  same  time,  what 
can  make  it  even  greater  is  being  in 
a  stadium  where  everyone  is  scream¬ 
ing  their  lungs  out  at  the  same  time. 
Whether  it’s  an  epic  win  or  colossal 
failure,  it’s  still  that  climax.  The 
climax  doesn’t  mean  that  it’s  good 
—  it’s  a  peak  of  performance. 

When  I’d  meet  with  advisors 
at  CCA  [California  College  of  the 
Arts],  we’d  really  break  it  down, 
and  they  could  easily  talk  me  out 
of  making  my  work.  When  you  get 
down  to  it,  what  I’m  doing  is  a  little 
ineffective,  and  what  would  be  more 
effective,  to  really  get  my  idea  across, 
would  be  to  just  play  soccer  with 
a  group.  I’d  be  performing,  I’d  be 
creating  these  intimate  male  relation¬ 
ships.  I  could  actually  be  slapping 
some  guy’s  butt  instead  of  painting 
around  it.  Joining  a  soccer  team 
would  be  more  efficient. 

SFBG  Maybe  you  and  Luke  [Butler,  a 
fellow  Silverman  Gallery  artist  whose 
work  engages  with  masculinity]  should 
join  a  soccer  team. 

CR  [Laughs]  Yeah. 

SFBG  There  is  some  commonality 
between  your  work,  and  also  some  major 
differences. 

CR  I  think  it’s  because  I’m  the  boy 
and  Luke  is  the  dashing  man.  I’m 
looking  to  be  a  man  and  trying  to 
figure  out  what  a  man  is,  while 
Luke  is  a  dashing  man  looking 
sideways,  sfbg 

CONRAD  RUIZ:  COLD,  HARD  AND  WET 

Fri/11  through  Jan.  30,  2010 
Silverman  Gallery 
804  Sutter,  SF 
(415)255-9508 
www.silverman-gallery.com 


trash  pop  culture  news,  notes,  and  reviews 


Glambert  undresses  you  —  yes,  you!  —  with  his  eyes. 

Ask,  don’t  tell 


POP  STAR  ON  FIRE  Let’s  get 
one  thing  straight  —  despite  what 
his  album  {For  Your  Entertainment, 
RCA)  and  single  proclaim,  Adam 
Lambert  is  not  here  for  your 
entertainment.  Well,  sure,  he’s 
a  performer,  and  as  such  he  has 
certain  obligations  to  his  fans.  But 
that  doesn’t  mean  he  exists  solely 
for  our  benefit.  If  he  did,  we’d  be 
able  to  mold  him  to  our  liking, 
creating  either  a  sexuality-defying 
glam  rock  god  or,  to  use  a  Rufus 
Wainwright  term,  the  gay  messiah. 

Lambert  is  neither  of  those 
things,  simply  because  people 
aren’t  that  easy  to  define.  And 
yet,  this  affected  tug-of-war  has 
garnered  plenty  of  media  atten¬ 
tion.  The  problem  is  that  it  doesn’t 
account  for  Lambert  as  a  person 
—  or  as  a  musician. 

It  would  be  naive  to  suggest 
Lambert  didn’t  ask  for  media 
attention,  but  he  certainly  never 
asked  to  be  pinned  down.  Now, 
through  no  doing  of  his  own,  he’s 
been  thrust  into  a  lose-lose  situ¬ 
ation.  If  he  appears  with  scantily 
clad  women  (as  he  does  in  his 
recent  Details  spread  and  in  the 
“For  Your  Entertainment”  music 
video),  he’s  too  straight.  If  he,  er, 
commits  to  gay  by  getting  down 
with  his  bassist,  he’s  offensive  to 
the  mainstream. 

In  an  open  letter  to  Adam 
Lambert,  Out  Magazine  editor-in- 
chief  Aaron  Hicklin  laments  that 
Lambert’s  record  label  requested 
that  his  interview  not  be  “too  gay.” 
Problematic?  Most  definitely.  It’s 
shameful  and  upsetting  that  any¬ 
one  would  try  to  curb  Lambert’s 
enthusiasm  for  manparts.  But 
I  found  Hicklin’s  letter  equally 
bothersome.  “You’re  a  pioneer,”  he 
writes.  “An  out  gay  pop  idol  at  the 
start  of  his  career.  Someone  has  to 
be  first,  and  we’re  all  counting  on 


you  not  to  mess  this  up.” 

Excuse  me?  Did  you  just  tell 
Adam  Lambert  that  he  has  a 
responsibility  to  please  every  gay 
person  in  the  country?  (No  jokes, 
please.)  That’s  a  pretty  big  weight 
to  put  on  one  guy’s  shoulders.  Not 
to  mention  that  it  severely  inhibits 
his  freedom  of  expression.  Give 
Lambert  some  space  to  figure 
out  his  own  shit.  That  goes  for 
both  an  overprotective  label  and 
an  overidentifying  gay  fanbase.  I 
understand  the  urge  to  hold  him 
up  as  a  gay  role  model,  but  maybe 
that’s  not  what  he  had  in  mind. 

Moreover,  this  controversy 
neglects  the  spectrum  of  sexuality 
that  we  queer  people  are  supposed 
to  promote.  That’s  why  we  use 
the  word  “queer”:  many  LGBT 
men  and  women  feel  that  the 
labels  society  has  created  for  us 
just  aren’t  sufficient.  Look  at  Lady 
Gaga,  an  artist  for  whom  Lambert 
has  frequently  expressed  admira¬ 
tion.  Gaga  came  out  as  bi,  then 
recanted  —  not  because  she  has 
any  problem  with  being  bisexual, 
but  because  she  doesn’t  want  to  be 
defined.  She’s  queer  (I  doubt  she’d 
argue  that),  and  she’s  awesome,  but 
no  one’s  asking  her  to  be  the  poster 
child  for  bisexual  women.  She’s  a 
free  bitch,  baby. 

So  let’s  step  back.  Adam 
Lambert  just  released  his  first 
album,  and  it’s  pretty  damn  great. 
He’s  openly  gay  and  that  hasn't 
hurt  his  record  sales.  There’s  a  lot 
for  the  queer  community  to  be 
happy  about  here,  whether  or  not 
he  chooses  to  be  our  spokesperson. 
If  he  does  decide  to  be  the  gay 
messiah,  I’m  sure  we  can  all  get 
behind  that.  (Again,  no  jokes.) 
And  if  he  decides  to  keep  it  fluid,  I 
think  that’s  worth  celebrating,  too. 

Hey,  as  long  as  the  music’s  still 
good.  (Louis  Peitzman) 
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SFBG.COM/TRASH  23 


50  KICK  ASS  BEERS  ON  DRAUGHT 


ARTS  +  CULTURE 


OVER  100  different  bottles, 
specialzing  in  Belgians 

A  Beer  Drinker's 
Paradise! 

Since  1987 


December  9,  2009 

OSKAR  BLUES  CANNIVERSARY 

Oskar  Blues  released  Dales  Pale  Ale  in  a  can 
7  years  ago.  Can  Specials  all  night. 

December  10,  2009 

SPEAKEASY  2009  OLD 
GODFATHER  RELEASE 

Barrel-aged  Qodfather  &  other  special  drafts. 


547  HAIQHT  STREET  •  415-863-2276 

www.toronado.com 


MACY  BLACKMAN  & 
THE  MIGHTY  FINES 

Nawlin’s  Piano 
6pm  /  free 


% 


COMEDY  BY  THE  BAY 

Live  Comedy  Show 
9pm  show  /  free 


MITCH  WOODS  TRIO 

Nawlin’s  Boogie 
6pm  /  free 


© 


Biss  Entertainment  Holiday  Party 
The  San  Fran  Review  featuring 

BERNADETTE  & 
PAMELA  PARKER 
plus  THE  MISSION 
PLAYERS 

9pm  /  $10  door@>9pm 


A 


DREAD  DAZE  & 
SOULIFTED 

Live  Reggae 

10pm  show  /  $10  door@9pm 


JOLLY  GIBSONS 

New  Orleans  Funk/Blues 
4pm  show  /  $10  door®3pm 


CROWN  SYNCOPATORS 

Ragtime  Band  5pm  /  free 
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Cheers! 


She  Stoops  to  Comedy  raises  the  bar  for 
holiday  theater 


By  Robert  Avila 

arts@sfbg.com 


THEATER  It’s  hardly  news,  but 

holiday  shows  can  be 
a  fairly  dreary  treat. 
Given  such  periods 
of  seasonal  affec¬ 
tive  disorder  as  the 
theater  may  present, 
it’s  a  genuine  surprise  and  pleasure 
to  discover  the  wit  and  wile  strut¬ 
ting  the  boards  at  SF  Playhouse 
—  tucked  into  a  far  corner  of  Union 
Square  somewhere  just  north-by- 
northwest  of  that  big  Christmas 
tree  —  where  the  season  offering 
is  a  sparkling  production  of  David 
Greenspan’s  She  Stoops  to  Comedy. 

Mercifully,  the  plot  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  yuletide  or  smil¬ 
ing  through  a  bad  case  of  rickets. 
Instead,  it  concerns  a  lesbian 
stage  actress  named  Alexandra 
Page  (male  actor  Liam  Vincent) 
who  decides  to  disguise  herself 
as  a  man  and  try  out  for  Orlando 
in  a  summer  stock  production  of 
Shakespeare’s  As  You  Like  It ,  in 
order  to  play  opposite  her  estranged 
lover,  Alison  (Sally  Clawson),  in 
the  part  of  Rosalind  —  another 
cross-dresser  twice  over  since 
Shakespeare’s  character  is  a  woman 


disguised  as  a  man  in  a  part  played, 
historically,  by  a  boy.  Playing  oppo¬ 
site,  in  short,  is  just  what  Alexandra 
does,  convincing  everyone  she  is  a 
man  —  including  a  besotted  mid¬ 
dle-aged  gay  actor  named  Simon 
Lanquish  (Scott  Capurro)  —  while 
spying  on  and  ultimately  seducing, 
in  seemingly  old  heterosexual  fash¬ 
ion,  her  charmed  lover  and  costar. 

Meanwhile,  other  romances 
abound  in  ways  at  least  as  compli¬ 
cated:  Alexandra’s  ambitious  young 
-director  Hal  (Cole  Alexander 
Smith)  and  creatively  frustrated 
assistant-and-girlfriend  Eve 
Addaman  (Carly  Cioffi)  balance 
careers  and  romance  in  precarious 
turn.  And  a  highly  affected  actress 
named  Jayne  Summerhouse  (Amy 
Resnick)  seeks  to  rekindle  an  old 
flame  with  her  seeming-opposite  of 
the  same  sex:  the  literally  down-to- 
earth  archeologist  Kay  Fein  (Amy 
Resnick)  —  an  encounter  that 
promises  sparks,  not  least  because  it 
features  only  one  actor. 

But  gender,  identity,  and  block¬ 
ing  aren’t  the  only  challenges  p.ut 
forth  by  Greenspan’s  play.  In  She 
Stoops  to  Comedy ,  even  the  script 
is  up  for  grabs,  rewriting  itself  as 
it  goes  along  through  the  caprice 
of  characters  who  are  liable  to 


The  She  Stoops  to  Comedy  cast  (Liam  Vincent,  Cole  Alexander 
Smith,  Amy  Resnick,  Carly  Cioffi,  Scott  Capurro,  Sally  Clawson) 
gathers ’round.  I  photo  by  vuolo.design 


speak  to,  as  much  as  from,  their 
respective  roles.  (Kay,  for  instance, 
changes  decades  and  job  titles  with 
relative  ease.)  Cunningly  employ¬ 
ing  Shakespeare  and  other  literary 
touchstones  —  in  particular  a  1910 
play  by  Ferenc  Molnar  called  The 
Guardsman  —  She  Stoops  traipses 
over  aesthetic  and  even  philosophi¬ 
cal  ground  after  its  carefree  but 
astute  fashion.  It’s  a  self-consciously 
theatrical  enterprise  that  gleefully 
eschews  expectations,  squirming 
pleasantly  under  the  usual  theatri¬ 
cal  artifice  as  if  looking  to  satisfy  a 
really  good  itch. 

A  dazzling  bit  of  low-key 
stagecraft,  She  Stoops  is  a  tall  order 
for  any  company.  In  director  Mark 
Rucker’s  staging,  the  action  comes 
off  as  a  pitch-perfect  balance  of 
wit  and  wonder,  a  loving  riff  on 


acting,  connecting,  and  the  role 
of  the  imagination  in  art  and  life. 
Heady  and  hilarious  at  once,  it’s 
metatheater  with  a  pulse,  sporting 
plenty  of  fine  opportunities  for  an 
exceptional  cast  —  beginning  with 
Liam  Vincent,  whose  poise  and 
subtlety  in  the  lead  are  perfection 
—  and  including  a  couple  of  memo¬ 
rable  scenes  of  actorly  pyrotechnics 
exquisitely  realized  by  Capurro  and 
Resnick,  respectively,  sfbg 

SHE  STOOPS  TO  COMEDY 

Through  Ian. 9 

Tue's.,  7  p.m.;  Wed.-Sat.,  8  p.m. 

(also  Sat,  3  p.m.).  $40 
SF  Playhouse 
533  Sutter,  SF 
(415)  677-9596 
www.sfplayhouse.org 


CITIZEN  WELLES:  RICHARD  LINKLATER’S  LATEST  PEEPS  THE  STAGE-BOUND  EARLY  YEARS  OF  THE  MOVIE  GENIUS 


FILM  It’s  1937,  and  New  York  City,  like  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  presumably 
remains  in  the  grip  of  the  Great 
Depression.  That  trifling  histori¬ 
cal  detail,  however,  is  upstaged 
in  Richard  Linklater’s  Me  and 
Orson  Welles  (adapted  from  the 
novel  by  Robert  Kaplow)  by  the  doings 
at  the  newly  founded  Mercury  Theatre.  There, 
in  the  equally  tight  grip  of  actor,  director,  and 
company  cofounder  Orson  Welles  —  who  makes 
more  pointed  use  of  the  historical  present,  of 
Italian  fascism  —  a  groundbreaking  production  of 
Shakespeare’s  Julius  Caesar  hovers  on  the  brink  of 
premiere  and  possible  disaster. 

To  a  layperson,  that  might  not  seem  like  the 
best  time  to  sub  in  a  player,  but  luckily  for  swag¬ 
gering  young  aspirant  Richard  ( High  School  Musical 
series  star  Zac  Efron),  Welles  (Christian  McKay), 
already  infamously  tyrannical  at  22,  is  not  a  man  to 
shrink  from  firing  an  actor  a  week  before  opening 
night  and  replacing  him  with  a  17-year-old  kid  from 
New  Jersey.  Particularly  one  who  (says  he)  can  play 
the  ukulele.  Finding  himself  working  in  perilous  prox¬ 
imity  to  the  master,  his  unharnessed  ego,  and  his 
winsomg,  dishearteningly  pragmatic  assistant,  Sonja 
(Claire  Danes),  our  callow  hero  is  destined,  predict- 


DECEMBER  9  - 15,  2009 


Orson  Welles  (Christian  McKay)  consults 
with  his  new  hire  (Zac  Efron). 


ably,  to  be  handed  some  valuable  life  experience. 

McKay  makes  a  credible,  enjoyable  Welles, 
presented  as  the  kind  of  engaging  sociopath  who 
handles  people  like  props  and  hails  ambulances 
like  taxicabs.  Efron  projects  a  shallow  interior  life, 
an  instinct  for  survival,  and  the  charm  of  someone 
who  has  had  charming  lines  written  for  him.  While 


Richard’s  seemingly  limitless  bravura  is  amusing, 
the  resultant  adventures  and  mishaps  don’t  seem 
to  elicit  much  reaction  within;  what  we  witness  is 
mild  and  momentary  and  bland.  Still,  he  and  Welles 
and  the  rest  are  all  in  service  to  the  play,  and  so  is 
the  film,  which  offers  an  absorbing  account  of  the 
company’s  final  days  of  rehearsal,  including  the 
hair-pulling  frustrations  that  the  cast,  the  crew, 
and  Mercury  cofounder  John  Houseman  (Eddie 
Marsan,  from  2008’s  Happy-Go-Lucky )  undergo  for 
the  sake  of  working  in  close  quarters  with  genius. 

Absent  are  the  naturalistic  talking  jags  with 
which  Linklater  made  his  name;  here  it’s  largely 
banter  and  smooth  talk  and  gossipy  stage  whis¬ 
pers.  But  just  as  the  teenagers  of  Dazed  and 
Confused  cruised  through  a  sludgy  stoner  soup  of 
’70s  rock,  the  players  of  Me  and  Orson  Welles  flirt 
and  prank  and  strut  the  streets  of  Manhattan  with 
the  atmospheric  backing  of  Gershwin  crooners  and 
snappy  big  band  numbers.  The  one  jarring  moment, 
both  sonically  and  in  the  film  at  large,  is  the  sound 
of  Efron  singing  mid-production,  earnest  and  plain¬ 
tive  and  incapable  of  banishing  that  poppy  HSM 
tremble  from  his  delivery.  (Lynn  Rapoport) 

ME  AND  ORSON  WELLES  opens  Fri/11  in  Bay  Area 
theaters. 
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Lady  Gaga:  “I  gotta  work  myself  up  to  where  it’s  flawless 
—  otherwise  I’m  just  another  pop  chick  with  blonde  hair.” 


Monster  mash  note 


By  Kimberly  Chun 

a6celetters@sfbg.com 

SONIC  REDUCER  “I’m  from  the 

underground.  And  I’m 
making  pop  music 
and  I’m  not  a  bit 
ashamed  about  it.” 
So  sayeth  Lady 
Gaga  on  the  cellie 
last  year  on  the  way  to  a  radio  show 
at  a  Raging  Waters  in  San  Demos 
where  she  was  dying  to  get  wet. 

Alas,  she  forgot  her  Jellies  at  home 
and  didn’t  want  to  get  her  tower¬ 
ing  D  Square  pumps  splashed  (“I’ll 
find  a  private  part  of  the  park  and 
just  go  in  my  birthday  suit”).  Yet  I’m 
sure  Christian  Siriano  could  relate 
to  this  pop  fashionista  dilemma 
—  regardless  of  whether  he’d  sniff 
at  her  taste-defying  getups  or  not. 
After  all  Lady  Gaga  is  the  pantless, 
prep-school-bred  amalgam  of  Carole 
King  and  Madonna  reimagined  as  a 
hot  tranny  mess,  a  Gossip  Girl  turned 
Fame  Monster. 

OK,  Gaga  is  no  tranny,  strictly 
speaking,  though  at  the  time  she  told 
me  she  was  thrilled  about  appearing 
at  SF’s  Pride  Fest  (“I  grew  up  in  the 
dance  and  theater  community  —  I’ve 
been  surrounded  by  gay  men  and 
women  and  transgendered  my  whole 
life!”).  Still,  this  bio  queen’s  obviously 
snatched  more  than  a  scrap  of  inspi¬ 
ration  from  clubland’s  OTT  drama 
kids,  and  she’s  rough  enough  around 
the  edges  to  make  any  sex  bomb 
efforts  an  exercise  in  wise-ass  decon¬ 
struction.  From  the  gag  of  her  “Radio 
Ga  Ga”  handle  to  her  go-there  way 
with  the  attraction-repulsion  factor, 


Gaga  is  enough  of  a  fabulous  freak  to 
embrace  a  gag-able  frisson  —  I’ll  be 
looking  for  that  vomiting  video  vixen 
on  the  megascreen  at  her  upcom¬ 
ing  show  at  the  newly  reopened  Bill 
Graham  Dec.  14. 

There’s  more  than  a  smudge  of 
Her  Dancefloor  Madge-sty  in  the 
diva’s  diamond-hard  pop  persona, 
wardrobe  switch-ups,  and  workaholic 
drive.  Lady  Gaga  impressed  me  at  the 
time  with  a  disarming  sincerity  and 
brusque  sweetness:  she  was  eager  to 
be  understood  by  serious  music  fans 
who  might  dismiss  her  as  a  throw¬ 
away  popster.  “The  level  of  commit¬ 
ment  and  dedication  it  takes  to  put  on 
a  perfect  pop  show  is  very  difficult,” 
she  exclaimed.  “And  I  think  some  of 
the  underground  snobbery  is  fear  and 
not  understanding  that  discipline. 

“Listen,  I  come  from  a  party 
background  and  I  used  to  party  like 
crazy!  That  was  a  lot  of  my  source  of 
creativity,”  she  continued.  “But  my 
life  has  changed  a  lot  now,  and  I  can’t 
do  that  shit.  I  got  to  go  to  bed,  and 
I  gotta  wake  up,  I  gotta  work  out,  I 
gotta  go  to  rehearsal.  I  got  to  pound, 
pound,  pound,  work,  work,  work 
hard  so  that  every  time  I  hit  the  stage 
it’s  flawless.  And  if  it  isn’t  flawless, 

I  gotta  work  myself  up  to  where  it 
is  —  otherwise  I’m  just  another  pop 
chick  with  blonde  hair.” 

But  unlike  Madonna,  Gaga,  like 
King,  initially  came  from  the  flip 
side  of  the  pop  factory:  as  a  song¬ 
writer,  ghosting,  she  said,  for  Britney 
Spears  and  Pussycat  Dolls.  “I  started 
to  write  pop  songs  mostly  because 
I’m  a  classically  trained  pianist,”  she 
explained.  “Beethoven  and  Bach 


and  the  structure  of  those  classical 
pieces  are  really  just  rudimentary 
pop  chord  progressions.  So  it  was 
something  I  understood.”  A  vocal 
coach  pointed  out  to  her  how  easy 
it  was  to  play  a  Mariah  Carey  tune 
by  ear  —  “‘It’s  because  you’ve  been 
playing  Bach  inventions  since  you’ve 
been  four,  and  it’s  the  same  kind  of 
idea’”  —  and  she  says,  “That’s  how 
I  found  out  I  had  a  knack  for  it,  and 
I’ve  been  writing,  writing,  writing, 
since  I  was  13  years  old.” 

Those  skills  came  in  handy 
when  she  started  playing  piano  to 
beats  in  her  undies  at  clubs  in  New 
York  City’s  Lower  East  Side,  and 
had  to  come  back  to,  for  instance, 
a  heckler  who  yelled,  “Why  don’t 
you  play  something  serious?”  Her 
response  should  be  familiar  to  fans 
of  “Beautiful,  Dirty  Rich”’s  and 
“Poker  Face’”s  provocation:  “I  put 
my  leg  up  onto  the  piano  with  my 
crotch  pretty  wide  open  to  the  audi¬ 
ence,  and  then  I  did  a  very  old  school 
George  Gershwin  ragtime  improv 
on  the  piano  —  pretty  complicated. 
The  whole  idea  was  ‘Fuck  you,  I’m 
going  to  be  sexy,  sing  about  sex  in 
my  underwear,  and  then  I’m  going  to 
do  this  really,  really  difficult  piano 
virtuoso  moment  and  show  you  it 
really  doesn’t  matter.’  People  associate 
glamour  and  being  female  and  being 
nude  and  being  provocative  with  stu¬ 
pidity  —  there’s  a  great  deal  of  intel¬ 
ligence  and  conceptualizing  behind 
my  work.”  sfbg 

LADY  GAGA 

Sun/13-Mon/14,  7:30  p.m.,  $48 
Bill  Graham  Civic  Auditorium 
99  Grove,  SF 
www.apeconcerts.com 
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francisco 

1330  Fillmore  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
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jazz  club  J4PJNESE  REstaura»t 
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Oakland 

510  Embarcadero  West 
Oakland,  California 
94607 


Top  100  Bay  Area  Restaurants  2009  and  Top  10  New  Restaurants  of  2008  1 

-San  Francisco  Chronicle 

tonightl  Wed,  December  9 

AVERAGE  WHITE  BAND 

Massive  hits  include  Pick  Up  The  Pieces, 

Let's  Go  Round  Again  and  more! 

Wed,  December  9  tonightl 

DAN  HICKS  &  THE  HOT  LICKS 
H0LIDAZE  IN  HICKSVILLE 
with  special  guest  Bob  Dorough 

this  Thurs,  Fri,  Sat,  Sun 

weekend!  December  10,  11,  12,  13 

AHMAD  JAMAL 

"All  my  inspiration  comes  from  Ahmad  Jamal." 
-Miles  Davis 

Thurs,  Fri,  Sat,  Sun,  .  this 

December  10,  11,  12,  13  "eeke"d' 

MIKE  STERN 

featuring  Randy  Brecker,  Dave  Weckl 
and  Tom  Kennedy 

next..  Mon,  December  14 

MARK  LEVINE 
&  THE  LATIN  TINGE 

Off&  On-  The  Music  of  Moacir  Santos  CD  Release 

Mon,  December  14  week! 

8th  Annual 

SoVoSo 

Holiday  Seasoning  Family  Gathering 

Tues,  Wed,  Thurs,  December  15,  16,  17 

Celebrating  10  Years  of  Home  For  The  Holidays! 

’weeM  CHARLIE  HUNTER 

featuring  Alan  Ferber,  Curtis  Fowlkes, 

Eric  Kalb,  Ron  Miles  with  DJ  Harry  D 

Tues,  December  15  week! 

THE  DYNAMIC  MISS  FAYE  CAROL 
&  HER  QUARTET  featuring  Sista  Kee 
Carolizing  Christmas  -  CD  Release 

Wed,  Thurs,  December  16,  17 

MARCUS  SHELBY 

JAZZ  ORCHESTRA 
&  THE  PACIFIC  BOYS  CHOIR 

Fri,  Sat,  Sun,  December  18,  19,  20 

BRIAN  CULBERTSON'S 

A  SOULFUL  CHRISTMAS 
with  Michael  Lington 

Fri,  Sat,  Sun,  December  18,  19,  20 

Celebrating  10  Years  of  Home  For  The  Holidays! 

CHARLIE  HUNTER 

featuring  Alan  Ferber,  Curtis  Fowlkes, 

Eric  Kalb,  Ron  Miles  and  special  guest 
Doug  Wamble 

Mon,  December  21 

LARRY  VUCK0VICH 
&  THE  NEW  BLUE 

BALKAN  ENSEMBLE 

Tues,  December  22 

GYAN  RILEY  TRIO 

Mon,  December  21 

JUNIUS  COURTNEY  BIG  BAND 

Swingin'  Holidays:  The  Yule  &  The  Cool 

Wed,  December  23 
(8pm,  Early  Show) 

TERRY  DISLEY  EXPERIENCE: 

The  Jazz  Cracker  &  Other  Delights 
-  Jazz  Meets  Tchaikovsky 

Tues.  December  22 

HOT  CLUB  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Cool  Yule  -  CD  Release 

Wed,  December  23 
(10:30pm,  Late  Show) 

SLUM  VILLAGE 

Wed,  December  23 

HIT0MI0BA&  JAZZ  NEXUS 

Thurs,  December  24 

CLAIRDEE 

7th  Annual  Christmas  Eve  Concert 

Thurs,  December  24 

NATASHA  MILLER'S 
CHRISTMAS  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO' 
featuring  THE  JAZZ  MAFIA  HORNS 

Sat,  Sun,  Mon,  December  26,  27,  28 

THE  FIRST-EVER: 

ARTURO  SANDOVAL  ALL-STAR  BAND 

featuring  Horacio  "El  Negro"  Hernandez, 
Giovanni  Hidalgo,  Rebeca  Mauleon 
and  other  surprise  guests 

Now  Reserve  Your  Seats  at  Yoshi’s  San  Francisco! 

Get  Tickets  at  Y0SHIS.C0M  /  the  venue  box  office  /  415-655-5600  /  510-238-9200 

All  shows  are  all  ages.  All  Shows  Monday-Saturday  8pm  &  10pm,  Sunday  2pm  &  7pm  p*|  -<i|f 

(Unless  Otherwise  Noted).  Open  for  dinner  nightly  at  both  locations.  Late  Night  Menu  Available.  1 
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LEE 

"SCRATCH" 

PERRY 

Revival  Sound  System 


BEATS  ANTIQUE 


MEMBERS  OF  HOT  Bl 


SUN  12.20/  DOORS  4:30 . 7:30/  S25  PER  SHOW 

AN  AFTERNOON  4  EVENING  WITH 

VIENNA  TENG&  ALEX  WONG 


FBI  1.8/  DOORS  8:30/  $18 

DENGUE  FEVER 


SAT  12.26/  DOORS  8:30/  S25 

EEK-A-MOUSE 

&  thepnowbgaenneration 

DJ  FUNKLOR 


SAT  1.9/  DOORS  8:30/  $13  ADV  •  SIS  DOOR 

LoCURA 

DIANA  GAMEROS  •  GRANADA  DOABA 


WED  1.13/  DOORS  7:30/  S17 

CROSS  CANADIAN  RAGWEED 

RANDY  ROGERS  BAND 


MON  12.28/  DOORS  7:30/  $23 

CRAPKFR 

CAMPER  VAN  BEETHOVEN 

ASHWIN  BATISH _ 


THU  1.14/  DOORS  8:30/  S25 

ANTHONY  B 

NATIVE  ELEMENTS  »  JAH  YZER 


628  Divlsadero  St.  at  Hayes,  San  Francisco  /  Tickets:  TICKETWEB.COM  A  866.468.3399 
or  at  Box  Office,  Monday  -  Friday  11AM  -  6PM  (10  PM  on  show  nights) 

Info:  415.771.1421  /  All  Shows  21+  /  General  Admission  /  Extremely  Limited  Seating 

Paid  Parking  Lot :  Corner  of  Oak  A  Divlsadero _ 

ANOTHER  PLANET ENTERTAINMENT  •  APEconcerts.com 


SAT  12.19/  DOORS  8:30/  $20  GA  •  $35  VIP 

NAT  KEEFE  CONCERT  CARNIVAL 

FEAT.  DAVE  BROGAN  (ATOI 


doors  7:30 
$13  ADV 
$15  DOOR 


FRI  DEC  11th 


TUE  DEC  15th 


doors  7:30 


doors  7:30 


Hotel  Utah 


1908-2009 
101  Years 

ofdruikuuj 


happy  hour  •  weekdays  4-8  pm 


WEDNESDAY,  12/9  •  9  PM  $10  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 

MARIE  DIGBY 

_ Alpha  Rev _ 


THURSDAY,  12/10  •  9  PM  $10  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 
JERRY  JOSEPH  (Solo  Acoustic) 
-i-special  guest 


FRIDAY,  12/11  •  9  PM  $8  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 
A  SOJURN  TO  THE  PAST  BENEFIT 

EVILDOERS 
Good  Luck  Jimmy 
Mexican  Air  Space 


SATURDAY,  12/12  •  9  PM  $8  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 

ALEXIS  HARTE  BAND 
Davis  Jones  (CD  Release  Show) 
Rebecca  Cross 


SUNDAY,  12/13  •  8  PM  $6  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 

ANNIE  BACON  &  HER  OSHEN 
Coyote  Grace 
_ Angie  Evans _ 


MONDAY,  12/14  •  SIGN  UP  @  7:30  PM  •  FREE 

OPEN  MIC  WITH  JJ  SCHULTZ 


TUESDAY,  12/15  •  8  PM  $8  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 

KID  MUD 
Lauren  Shera 

Luke  Freeman 


WEDNESDAY,  12/16  •  8  PM  $8  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 

THE  HEELDRAGGERS 
_ 49  Special _ 


THURSDAY,  12/17  •  9  PM  $8  TIX  AT  TICKETWEB 

BLISSES  B 

Bryn  Loosley  &  The  Back  Pages 

_ Tyler  Matthew  Smith _ 


500  4th  Street  •  San  Francisco 
415.546.6300  •  hotelutah.com 

L _ A 


SAH  FRANCISCO 
415.2S2.3325 

WWW.ELRI0SF.G0M 


I  HAPPY  HOUR  TUE-FRI  5-9PM, 

I  SAT/SUN  5-7 PM  $3  WELL/PINTS 


7PM  THE  REAL.  HEADSLIDE, 
SOCIALIZED  (INDIE/ALT/PROG  ROCK)  $5 

8PM  SANG  MATIZ,  DGIIN 

(GYPSY/FLAMENCO/LATIN)  $7 

9PM  DJ  SURESH  (WORLD)  NOS 

5:30  FREE  OYSTERS  ON  THE  1/2  SHELL 

6PM  2AM  DJ  CARMEN  MIRANDA 

(P0P/DISC0/FUNK)  NOS 

730  RED  HOTS  BURLESQUE 

9PM  HEAVY  ROTATION  -  YES 
ALEXANDER  &  TIGER  BUTTERFLY  so 

9PM  KAREN  MULLALLY,  LYNN  BOBBY, 
PAVLOVS  KATS  (ROCK/COVER)  NOS 

7pm  BITTER  MYSTIC, 
JUDEA  EDEN 

(ACOUSTIC/ROCK)  NOS 

9pmD0L0RATA, 

THE  PASSENGERS, 
TWO  AGAINST  ONE 

(ROCK)  $7 

7PM  STATIC  THOUGHT,  SPAWN- 
ATOMIC,  THE  JIBBERS  (PUNK)  $5 

DOLLAR  DAYS  $1  PBR/S2  WELL 

9PM  RADICAL  VINYL -DJ'S  SPIN 
WHATEVER  THEY  WANT  NOS 

7PM  SWING  GOTH 

8PM  NESSIE  &  HER  BAND, 
AWKWARD  JANITOR  (POP)  NOS 
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Pippa  Lee  (Robin  Wright  Penn,  with  Keanu  Reeves)  comes  of  age. 


Life  out  of  balance 


Robin  Wright  Penn  shines  in 
The  Private  Lives  of  Pippa  Lee 


By  Dennis  Harvey 

arts@sfbg.com 

FILM  At  the  start  of  The  Private 

Lives  of  Pippa  Lee ,  its 
titular  character  is 
I  lUtt  I  toasted  as  a  perfect 
V  J  enigma-cum-host- 

ess,  “the  very  icon  of 
an  artists  wife  ”  She 
accepts  this  with  public  graciousness 
and  private  dismay.  Because  now,  with 
two  kids  grown  (but  still  whiny)  and 
a  famous  publisher  spouse  retired  yet 
self-absorbed  as  ever,  the  praise  only 
underlines  a  sense  that  she’s  always 
served  others’  needs  while  never  quite 
figuring  out  her  own. 

Ergo  Rebecca  Miller’s  latest  is 
that  seldom-produced  thing,  the 
female  midlife  crisis  movie.  Miller  is 
daughter  to  playwright  Arthur  Miller, 
a  titan  of  Big  Theme  manly  guilts. 
Writing  and  directing  for  another 
medium  —  one  differently  scaled 
from  dad’s  own  twilight-of-the-gods 
project  The  Misfits  (1961)  —  Rebecca 
unsurprisingly  falls  some  yards  from 
the  tree.  Her  projects  are  indie-scaled, 
about  troubled  domestic  minutae, 
with  whimsical  twists  of  fate  that 
methodical  realist  Arthur  would  never 
have  countenanced. 

They’re  all  flawed.  But  Rebecca 
Miller  has  been  consistently  inter¬ 
esting  since  1995’s  striking  Angela 
—  first  among  many  narratives  from 
the  viewpoint  of  a  child  struggling  in 
the  shadow  of  an  overwhelming  and/ 
or  unstable  parent.  In  2002,  triptych 
Personal  Velocity's  best  segment  had 
Parker  Posey  cowed  by  her  celebrity 
father.  In  2005’s  The  Ballad  of  Jack  and 
Rose ,  Miller’s  husband  Daniel  Day- 
Lewis  was  a  dying  hippie  so  close  to 
his  teenage  daughter  she  lacks  social 
skills  for  anyone  else. 

In  Private  Lives ,  Pippa  (Robin 
Wright  Penn)  has  her  own  monstrous 
parental  past,  revealed  in  1970s  flash¬ 
backs  with  Maria  Bello  as  a  minister’s 


wife  wired  to  explode  on  Dexedrine. 
Like  many  people  hailing  from  chaos, 
Pippa  has  turned  self-conscious  model 
citizen.  In  drifting  early  adulthood, 
she  glommed  onto  the  first  man  who 
respected  her  mind  —  or  did  he  just 
recognize  a  rudderless,  much  younger 
woman  susceptible  to  flattery?  Ever 
since  she’s  been  ideal  consort  to  Herb 
(Alan  Arkin),  as  well  as  doting  moth¬ 
er  to  their  variably  grateful  children. 

Three  heart  attacks  have  forced 
Herb  to  retire  —  more  or  less  —  and 
move  to  a  Connecticut  retirement- 
community  condo  located  near 
friends  Sam  (Mike  Binder)  and 
Sandra  (Winona  Ryder).  Actually, 
they’re  Herb’s  friends;  it’s  Pippa’s  job 
to  smilingly  endure  Sam’s  overtures 
and  provide  Sandra  a  shoulder  to  cry 
on.  Barely  40  in  an  old  folks’  village, 
Pippa  is  starting  to  think  her  life  a  tad 
ridiculous.  Such  nagging  but  inchoate 
doubt  is  underlined  by  the  return  of  a 
widow  neighbor’s  shaggy,  somewhat 
surly  son  (Keanu  Reeves)  to  Chez 
Mom  after  his  latest  failure  at  adult¬ 
hood.  Opposites  attract,  though  it’s 
more  complicated  than  that. 

Miller’s  cluttered  canvas  also 
makes  room  for  teensy-to-major 
characters  played  by  Shirley  Knight, 
Blake  Lively,  Robin  Weigert,  Julianne 
Moore,  and  Monica  Bellucci.  As  is 
her  wont,  she  piles  on  both  invigorat¬ 
ing  insights  and  a  few  too  many  whip¬ 
lash  narrative  left  turns. 

But  The  Private  Lives  of  Pippa 
Lee  has  charm  and  idiosyncrasy  to 
spare.  Wright  Penn  is  a  deft  actress 
who’s  spent  too  much  time  as  cinema’s 
Agony  Aunt  —  pall-bearer  for  so 
much  worry,  dismay,  tears,  and  suf¬ 
fering  from  Forrest  Gump  (1994) 
to  Hounddog  (2007).  Here,  she’s 
immaculately  poised  yet  leavened  by 
the  comingling  of  desire  and  comedy. 
She’s  larky,  witty,  even  goofy  at  times. 
It  looks  good  on  her.  sfbg 
THE  PRIVATE  LIVES  OF  PIPPA  LEE 
opens  Fri/11  in  Bay  Area  theaters. 
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If  you  didn’t  know  better,  you  might  think  the  quilts  in  “Amish  Abstractions”  were  created  by  revolutionary  cells,  possibly  lesbians, 
who  drank  mushroom  tea.  I  tumbling  block,  stairway  to  heaven :  lone  star,  and  bowtie,  courtesy  of  faith  and  Stephen  brown  and  the  de  young  museum 


Crosses  and  losses 


“Amish  Abstractions”  ponders  whether 
the  “simple”  life  is  different  from  the  life 
of  (Bridget)  Riley 


By  Stephen  Beachy 

a&.eletters@sfbg.com 

VISUAL  ART  “Amish  Abstractions,” 

®he  de  Young 

Museum’s  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  48  quilts 
made  primarily  by  . 
anonymous  Amish 
girls  and  women, 

gains  its  conceptual  interest  from  the 
unusual  pairing  of  the  words  Amish 
and  abstraction. 

The  collectors  of  these  quilts 
were  initially  drawn  to  them  by  their 
similarity  to  works  by  20th  century 
abstract  artists.  While  the  attendant 
monograph  asserts  this  juxtaposition 
several  times,  within  the  show  itself 
you  only  get  a  disclaimer  by  curator 
Robert  Shaw.  “Many  have  compared 
the  abstract  geometry  of  Amish  quilts 
to  the  works  of  acclaimed  modern¬ 
ist  painters  such  as  Paul  Klee,  Piet 
Mondrian,  Josef  Albers,  Ellsworth 
Kelly,  Clyfford  Still,  Mark  Rothko, 
and  Victor  Vasarely,”  he  writes.  “Any 
such  comparisons  are  problematic, 
however,  because  they  are  built  on 
visual  coincidence,  not  on  any 
documented  historical  connection  or 
known  influence  in  either  direction.” 

The  collectors  behind  “Amish 
Abstraction,”  Faith  and  Stephen 
Brown,  add  Frank  Stella  and  Sol 
LeWitt  to  such  a  list.  Still,  with  the 
exception  of  Albers,  and  to  a  lesser 
degree  Stella  and  Vasarely,  the  visual 
coincidence  feels  forced.  As  Shaw 
points  out,  it’s  a  big  leap  from  the  ide¬ 
als  of  Abstract  Expressionism  to  the 
ideals  of  Amish  culture:  submission 
to  a  masculine  God,  submission  to 
husband  and  father,  humility,  com¬ 


munity.  We  are  told  by  the  exhibition 
notes  that  the  quilts  are  “individual 
and  expressive”  and  “contradict  our 
preconceptions  of  Amish  society,”  but 
there  is  little  exploration  of  how,  why, 
or  where  this  might  be  the  case  with¬ 
in  in  a  culture  that  restricts  both  self- 
expression  and  self-representation. 

Having  actually  slept  under 
frumpier  and  more  polyester  Amish 
quilts  —  ones  my  Amish  grand¬ 
mother  and  cousins  made  —  I  came 
to  this  show  with  low  expectations. 
The  quilts,  however,  are  stunning. 
The  concentration  of  geometric  pat¬ 
terns,  optical  illusions,  and  bright  col¬ 
ors  create  an  energy  in  the  room  that 
feels  anything  but  Amish.  The  quilts 
suggest  extravagance,  hedonism, 
and  the  revolt  of  the  body  against 
whatever  abstract  principle  might  be 
crushing  it. 

It  certainly  seems  that  these 
Amish  women  might  have  intuited 
aspects  of  Albers’  color  theory.  Their 
optical  illusions  are  considerably  more 
restrained  than  Vasarely’s,  and  the 
palette  considerably  more  subdued 
than  Stella’s.  Few  rainbows  here;  the 
Amish  women  favored  black  back¬ 
grounds  and  less  busy  juxtapositions 
that  allow  a  sense  of  calm  to  pervade 
the  constant  movement  suggsted  by 
the  patterns.  Yet  even  the  names  of 
some  of  the  patterns  are  hallucino¬ 
genic:  Crazy  Quilt,  Jacob’s  Ladder, 
Crosses  and  Losses,  Old  Maid’s 
Puzzle,  Stairway  to  Heaven,  Broken 
Star,  Crazy  Star,  Sunshine  and 
Shadow. 

The  radiance  and  abstraction  of 
the  quilts  in  “Amish  Abstractions” 
suggest  transcendence,  deep  spiritual 
harmonies,  and  the  pleasures  to  be 


found  in  egolessness.  In  our  own  cul¬ 
ture,  with  its  pathological  celebration 
of  self  and  merging  of  personality  and 
advertising,  the  idea  of  dispensing 
with  the  ego  altogether  might  seem 
healthy.  As  Shaw  says,  “[The  quilters] 
proceed  from  the  place  modern  artists 
sought  to  find,  and  they  reflect  the 
stoic  quietude  of  the  Amish  —  their 
rich  interior  world  of  spiritual  calm, 
shared  values,  and  mutually  beneficial 
self-denial.” 

The  curators  do  an  excellent  job 
of  elucidating,  in  very  specific  ways, 
the  relationships  between  Amish 
and  non-Amish  communities,  and 
the  relationships  between  quilting 
patterns  and  specific  local  Amish 
traditions.  They  discuss  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  these  specific  traditions,  but 
by  restricting  the  quilts  on  display  to 
the  period  from  1880  to  1940,  they 
have  trapped  the  Amish  in  the  past, 
before  the  widespread  use  of  synthetic 
fabrics  or  the  “discovery”  of  Amish 
quilts  by  the  art  market. 

Suggesting  that  historical  speci¬ 
ficity  doesn’t  apply  to  the  timeless 
Amish,  the  large  blow-up  photo¬ 
graphs  throughout  the  exhibit  of 
Amish  children  playing  and  Amish 
men  building  barns  freeze  the  Amish 
in  a  different  past.  The  photographs 
date  from  the  1980s,  before  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  affordable  farmland 
sent  young  Amish  men  into  factories, 
and  before  the  Amish  brand  was 
tainted  by  meth-fueled  megaparties  of 
Amish  kids  on  rumspringa  and  real¬ 
ity  TV  shows  about  corrupting  “the 
innocent” 

Since  the  1930s,  the  major  func¬ 
tion  of  the  Amish,  for  Americans 
in  general,  has  been  to  represent  an 
innocence  the  rest  of  us  have  suppos¬ 
edly  lost.  America,  like  the  Amish, 
is  imagined  to  have  once  been  peace¬ 
ful,  rural,  white,  and  untroubled  by 
introspection.  But  surrounded  by  the 
bold  colors  and  intricate  stitching  of 
“Amish  Abstractions,”  it  is  easy  to 
imagine  that  the  Amish  women  who 
created  them  were  secret  sensualists 


or  feminist  mystics.  If  I  didn’t  know 
better,  I’d  guess  they  were  created  by 
revolutionary  cells,  possibly  lesbians, 
who  drank  mushroom  tea  and  let 
their  hair  out  of  their  bonnets  while 
their  men  were  out  working  the 
fields. 

But  I  do  know  better.  My  Amish 
grandmother  was  a  young  woman  in 
Ohio  during  the  1930s,  and  so  it  is 
possible,  although  not  likely,  that  she 
had  a  hand  in  one  or  two  of  the  quilts 
on  display.  She  left  behind  a  written 
record  of  her  life,  condensed  from 
diaries,  a  litany  marked  by  births, 
weddings,  and  deaths,  barns  struck 
by  lightning  (“There  was  nothing 
to  do  but  let  it  burn  ...”),  accidents 
and  near-accidents,  bedbugs  and 
prayer,  dead  children  and  epidemics 
of  diptheria,  influenza,  whooping 
cough,  measles,  and  delirium.  This 
record  is  more  than  100  pages  long, 
and  at  times  incredibly  detailed  about 
trips  taken,  people  visited,  and  beets 
canned.  Yet  three  years  pass  in  a 
single  paragraph  which  begins,  “In 
the  summer  of  1945  I  had  a  nervous 
breakdown.”  My  father  remembered 
little  about  his  mother’s  “nervous 
breakdown,”  but  he  thought  she  had 
probably  been  given  some  tranquil¬ 
izers. 

For  the  Amish,  what  a  person 
might  feel  or  want  is  never  removed 
from  what  the  community  demands, 
from  the  work  to  be  done,  and  from 
theological  doctrine.  Whether  this 
constitutes  spiritual  calm  and  mutu¬ 
ally  beneficial  self-denial  or  deeply 
oppressive  self-abnegation  is  another 
question,  sfbg 

AMISH  ABSTRACTIONS:  QUILTS  FROM 
THE  COLLECTION  OF  FAITH  AND 
STEPHEN  BROWN 

Through  June  6,  2010 
de  Young  Museum 
50  Hagiwara  Tea  Garden  Drive 
Golden  Gate  Park,  SF 
(415)  750-3600 
www.famsf.org 
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39  New  Montgomery  St.  S.F. 
$2  PBR's  ON  TAP 
$5  WELL  DRINK  SPECIALS  EVERYDAY 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  1  1  TH 

LOUDER  THAN  BOMBS 

OUR  MONTHLY  SMITHS  / 
MORRISSEY  TRIBUTE! 

1  OPM  $4 

FRIDAY  DECEMBER  I  8TH 

Sheilani  Alix  Quartet 

ANNA  TARKA  (the  sweet  chase) 
I  Opm  $5 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER  1  9TH 
THE  GLASSINES 

Lazertag 

IOpm  $5 


Visit  our  website 

FOR  COMPLETE  LISTINGS 


WWW.HOUSEOFSHIELDS.COM 


Hours:  M-F  2pm-2am 
Sat  7pm— 2am  Closed  Sun 


2284  Shattuck  Ave 
Berkeley  (at  Bancroft) 
510.548.1159 


% 

lA 


KARABALI 

fh  LIVE  SALSA  &  DANCE  LESSONS 


5  "THIRSTY  THURSDAYS"# 

^DJ’S  VICKITY  SUCK  &  CRANKY  FRESH 
U  FLASHBACKS  &  FUTURE  CLASSICS 


TANYA  STEPHENS 

ADV  T1X  AT  TICKEMB.COM 


ANGEL  MAGIK” 

~  DJS  ICE  WATER  &  YOUNG  FYAH 
SOCA.  DANCEHALL.  HI?  HOP 


a 


-  MIDNITE 

cvi  100%  ROOTS  RECCAE  FROM 
ST.CR0IX  ADV  TIX  AT 
TICKEMB.COM 


DOPE  ASS  WINTER  BALL  W/ 
DIRT  NASTY  ::  DEC  19TH 
DEVIN  THE  DUDE  ::  DEC  31  ST 


MON  +  TUE:  KARAOKE  -  8PM  SIGN  UPS 


www.ticketweb.com 

www.shattuckdownlow.com 
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SlSnS 

www.slims-sff.com 

333  11th  St.  btwn.  Folsom  &  Harrison  San  Francisco  415/522-0333. 


WED.  DEC.  9  •  DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8:30  •  S17  ADV.  /  S17  DOOR 

E®THE  DONNAS 

LILOFEE 


THURS.  DEC.  10  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9  •  $18  ADV.  /  $18  DOOR 
HOW  THE  GROUCH  STOLE  CHRISTMAS  TOUR 

THE  CROUCH 

Ml  ST  AH  F.A.B. 

FASHAWN  N'  EXILE 
‘  ONE  BLOCK  RADIUS  •  DJ  FRESH 


FRI.  DEC.  11  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  7:30  •  $13  ADV.  /  $15  DOOR 

BREATHE  CAROLINA 

CASH  CASH 

KILL  PARADISE  •  FIGHT  FAIR 


SAT.  DEC.  12  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9  •  $18  ADV.  /  $18  DOOR 

THE  AQUABATS 

THE  ACTION  DESIGN  monkey 


MON.  DEC.  14  •  DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8  •  S20  ADV.  /  S20  DOOR 

IWnWWfS  AN  EVENING  WITH 

ran  TAB  BENOIT 


FRI.  DEC.  18  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9  •  $20  ADV.  /  S22  DOOR 

^  DEATH  ANGEL 


SAT.  DEC.  19  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9  •  $22  ADV.  /  S23  DOOR 


RON  SILVA  &  THE  MONARCHS 

THE  SELECTER  DJ  KIRK 
(CONCRETE  JUNGLE -SWEATER  FUNK) 


COMING  SOON! 

TUES.  DEC.  22:  THE  BOB  HILL  BAND 
THURS.  DEC.  24: 

OAKLAND  INTERFAITH  GOSPEL  ENSEMBLE 
WED.  &  THURS.  DEC.  30  &  31: 

X  "2ND  ANNUAL  MERRY  XMAS" 


Riroicnn 

iTIMHBLL 

www.musichallsff.com 

859  0‘Farrell  St  btwn.  Polk  &  Larkin  San  Francisco  415/885-0750 


THURS.  DEC.  10  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  8  •  $21  ADV.  /  $21  DOOR 


TODD  SNIDER‘S® 

THE  BARBARY  GHOSTS 


SAT.  DEC.  12  EDWARD  SHARPE  &  THE 
MAGNETIC  ZEROS  SOLD  OUT — THANK  YOU! 


SUN.  DEC.  13  •  DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8  •  $20  ADV.  /  $20  POOR 

TIMOTHY  B.  SCHMIT 

UNVEILS  EXRMNDO 
(EAGLES  BASSIST  WITH  HEW  ALBUM!) 

JIMMY  BRUNO 


FRI.  S.  SAT.  DEC.  18  &  19 
DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8:30  •  $20  ADV.  /  $20  DOOR 

THE  MOTHER  HIPS 

FRI.  ONLY: 

DAWES 

THE  PARSON  RED  HEADS 


OR,  THE  WHALE 

DAVE  GLEASON  & 
THE  GOLDEN  CADILLACS 


WED.  &  THURS.  DEC.  30  &  31  *  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 
IWED.)  S25  ADV.  /  S25  DOOR  •  (TKURS.I  S40  ADV.  /  540  DOOR 

JACKIE  GREENE 

|  V(.  MARK  KARAN 


,  &  JEMIMAH  , 

W  PUDDLEDUCK  \V 


I  SAT.  JAN.  2  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9  •  $21  ADV.  /  $21  DOOR 

MELVINS 


FRI.  JAN.  8  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  8  •  $24  ADV.  /  $26  DOOR 

I TIERRA  NECRA  &  MURIEL  ANDERSON 


THURS.  JAN.  14  •  DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8:30  •  S21  ADV.  /  $21  DOOR 

HOWIE  DAY 

SERENA  RYDER 


All  ages  always!  Great  food!  Great  musicl  Paid  Parking:  For  Slim's  at  Costco  /  For  GAMH  at  AMCIOOO  Theater  Garage. 

Dinner  tickets  with  reserved  seating  available  at  all  shows.  Limited  Seating  Box  offices  open  10:30am  -  6pm  Mon.  thru 
Fri.  &  show  nights.  ($1  service  charge)  Tickets  on-line  www.slimstickets.com  and  www.gamhtickets.com. 

For  tickets  by  fax  info,  call  4 15/255-0333  (Slim 's)  /  415/885-0750  (GAMH)  •  Phone  orders  at  I  -888-233-0449.  I*  Baldwin 
Tickets  for  both  clubs  available  at  both  box  offices.  All  ticket  sales  are  Final-no  exchanges/refunds.  Limited  access/seating  for  disabled  ^ 
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*RTlSTSTEt€VISlOHACCESS 


HEMLOCK 

1131  Polk  5t 
JDlr-  btwn  Post  &  Sutter 

415.923.0923 

WED  Dec  9 
9pm,  $5 

WILD  ASSUMPTIONS 

SPOT  (Austin) 

THU 

Dec  10 
9pm,  $7 

YOUR  CANNONS 

Foreign  Cinema 

Tomihira 

FRI 

Dec  11 
9pm,  $7 

DRUGLORDS  OF  THE  AVENUES 
Rockfight 

Good  Neighbor  Policy 

SAT 

Dec  12 
9:30pm, 
$12 

ADV.  TIX  ON  SALE 

EVANGELISTA 

(w/Carla  Bozulich) 

Thrones 

Late  Young 

SUN 

Dec  13 
9pm,  $7 

MAGIK  MARKERS  (DRAG  CITY) 
Sic  Alps 

Wiggwaum 

MON 

Dec  14 
10pm,  FREE 

PUNK  ROCK  SIDESHOW 
w/DJ  Tragic 
&  Duchess  of  Hazard, 
every  monday 

TUI 

Dec  15 
9pm,  $7 

TEMPO  NO  TEMPO 

Grooms  (NYC,  Death  by  Audio) 

Young  Prisms 

WED 

Dec  16 
9pm,  $6 

BRIAN  GLAZE  & 

THE  NIGHT  SHIFT 
Dreamdate 

Carletta  Sue  Kay 

UPC0MING:T0P  CRITTERS,  LADY  GENIUS,  SWANN  DANGER, 
MOLLOY  FAMILY  ALBUM.  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  BASH  WITH 
MAUSHAUS  &  BATTLEHOOCH  (ADV.  TX  ON  SALE)!! 

www.hemlocktavern.com 

NEW  YEAR’S  EVE! 


'2nd  ANNUA!  MERRY  XMAS" 
featuring  All  OMAl  MEMBERS', 
loltn  Doe,  Exene  Cervenka. 
Billy  Zoom  &  Dj  BoneDrake 


+  The  Heavenly  States  [Doth  nights) 

+  Dave  Gleason  &  the  Golden  Cadillacs 
(Thurs.  only) 


Wednesday  a  Thursday 


Dec.  30  &  31 

Doors  8,  Show  9 


3X3  nn  sr  sm  FtMetsee  wnmwauiis-sf  com 

inWEDI  fOlSOM  t  KABIISOH  Oil  11TI  /  415255  033^ 
TICKETS  AIIUUllE  AT  SUNS  BOX  OFFICE 
OPEN  N-f  1I.3BAM-6PN  I  NIGHTS  IE  SHOWS 
TICKETS  OHUM.  WWV/SUNSDCKIR  COM 
IIOEB  BY  PHONE  AT  1-118  233  B4J9 
All  ACES  SUB  OVEI* 


1,  2,  3  —  do  you  copy? 

Rank/Xerox  makes  nervy  sounds  for 
anxious  times 


By  Michael  Harkin 

a8teletters@sfbg.com 

MUSIC  “Is  it  nature  or  nurture?,” 
asks  David  West, 
pondering  whether 
garage  rock  is  the 
most  natural  sound 
of  San  Francisco. 
Playing  in  “rough  ’n’ 
ready”  fashion  makes  sense  today,  he 
thinks,  given  the  city’s  pricey  rents 
and  dense  environment,  whereas  the 
psych  bands  of  the  1960s,  and  70s 
art-punk  bands  like  Chrome,  Flipper, 
and  Tuxedomoon,  could  better  afford 
to  have  “a  conceptual  mind  and  lots  of 
practice.”  An  interesting  hypothesis. 

Rank/Xerox,  a  trio  featuring 
West  on  guitar  and  vocals;  Kevin 
McCarthy  on  bass,  vocals,  and  key¬ 
board;  and  drummer  Jon  Shade,  are 
no  “garage”  band,  but  their  music  is 
some  of  the  most  exhilarating  in  San 
Francisco.  I  met  with  McCarthy  and 
West  at  McCarthy’s  house,  where  the 
pair  took  turns  putting  LPs  by  Thin 
Lizzy  and  the  Ramones  on  the  turn¬ 
table  as  they  discussed  their  group, 
which  came  together  earlier  this  year. 

Shade  and  McCarthy  run  a  Web- 
based  videozine,  Mondo  Vision.  They 
had  been  playing  music  together  for 
about  a  year,  never  finding  a  third 
player  they  were  happy  with  until 
they  met  West  —  who  recently 
moved  to  SF  from  Perth,  Australia 
- —  in  February.  Their  first  shows 
came  in  April,  and  they  released  a 
split  cassette  with  Grass  Widow  on 
Wizard  Mountain  Tapes  shortly 
thereafter.  Brynn  Michelle,  who’s 
played  saxophone  at  a  few  Rank/ 
Xerox  gigs,  overdubbed  some  impro¬ 
vised,  inspired  parts  on  these  urgent, 
punchy  cassette  recordings. 

“It’s  still  pretty  up  in  the  air  as 
to  what  we’re  going  for  —  we  take  it 
song  for  song,”  McCarthy  says.  “We 
kind  of  have  a  law  that  we  can’t  say 
what  we  want.”  This  desire  to  avoid¬ 
ing  any  hard-and-fast  description  or 
formula  is  understandable;  even  as 
Rank/Xerox’s  music  (thus  far)  reso¬ 
nates  with  the  very  best  of  the  grim, 
mesmeric  post-punk  seeping  out  of 
England  in  the  early  ’80s,  their  brac¬ 
ing  sound  feels  wholly  unforced.  Born 
of  this  troubled  moment,  it  hits  an 
anxious  nerve.  West  reluctantly  hints 
that  the  group  is  drawn  to  “more 
difficult  punk  music,”  and  that  Rank/ 
Xerox  lyrics  address  “power  relation¬ 


12XU-.  Rank/Xerox  has  punk 
and  superhero  origins. 

PHOTO  BV  MATTHEW  FAULL 


ships,  gender  equality,  sexual  dynam¬ 
ics,  socioeconomic  issues,  and  love,” 
before  concluding  with  a  laugh  that 
“the  songs  are  mostly  about  feelings.” 

New  it  may  be,  but  Rank/Xerox 
already  has  serious  connections  to 
the  Old  World,  sharing  its  name 
with  an  Italian  comic  book  super¬ 
hero  created  in  1978  and  a  song  off 
of  German  punk  band  Hans-A- 
Plast’s  1979  debut,  a  vinyl  copy  of 
which  McCarthy  readily  furnishes. 
Additionally,  its  only  “tour”  so  far 
was  through  Eastern  Europe  in  early 
October  —  a  fluke  occurrence  stem¬ 
ming  from  the  fact  that  all  three 
group  members  happened  to  be  there 
at  the  same  time. 

Rank/Xeroz’s  terrific  split  cas¬ 
sette  is  sold  out,  sadly,  but  a  new 
single  is  now  available  directly 
from  the  band,  featuring  “In  a 
Hole,”  “Basement  Furniture,”  and 
“Masking/Confessions.”  It’s  the  inau¬ 
gural  release  on  Shade’s  own  label, 
Mondo  Bongo  Top  Ten  Hits,  and  a 
thoroughly  DIY  affair:  West  recorded 
it;  McCarthy  made  the  artwork;  and 
Shade  is  releasing  it. 

I  once  spotted  a  local  Rank/ 
Xerox  fan  sporting  a  homemade 
T-shirt  that  stated,  in  permanent 
marker,  “Listen  to  Rank/Xerox.” 
Earnest,  homespun  advice  worth 
heeding  before  they’re  on  some  future 
Messtbetics  comp  devoted  to  SF  in  the 
good  ol’  aughts.  sfbg 

www.mondovision.tv/mongobongo; 

www.myspace.com/rankxeroxx 


RANK/XEROX 

part  of  “ATA  25”’ 

Sun/13, 11  a.m-10  p.m. 
(10  p.m.  performance),  $10 
Artists’  Television  Access 
992  Valencia,  SF 
(415)  824-3890 
www.atasite.org 
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ARTS  +  CULTURE 


Pray  tell:  DJ,  priest,  and  fashion  plate  Bertie  Pearson  (left)  of  EpiscoDisco  waxes  philosophical. 

Installations  curated  by  Paradise  Now,  like  Adam  Weir’s  “Say  My  Name,”  right, 
grace  the  Grace  Cathedral  party.  I  bertie  pearson  photograph  by  eric  belladonna 


►  EPISCODISCO 

With  DJ  John  Friend  and  Pale  Hoarse 
live.  Saturday,  Dec.  19  and  every  third 
Saturday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.-lO  p.m., 
free.  Grace  Cathedral,  1100  California, 
SF.  www.episcodisco.com 


►  DERRICK  MAY 

Yes,,the  Godfather  is  coming  to  deliver 
one  of  his  gleaming  Hi-Tek-Soul  soul  sets 
to  call  the  spirits  down.  Thu/10, 10  p.m., 
$10  advance.  Vessel,  84  Campton  Place, 
SF.  www.vesselsf.com 


►  AC  SLATER 

Electro  —  saved  by  the  bell?  The 
latest  banger  boy  wonder  takes  to  the 
tables  at  Reverend  Pearson’s  other  club 
playground,  Blow  Up.  Fri/11, 10  p.m., 
$10/$15, 18+.  Rickshaw  Stop,  155  Fell, 
SF.  www.blowupsf.com 


Nice  apse 

By  Marke  B. 

superego@sfbg.com 

SUPER  EGO  Ever  since  Jack  handed 

0down  the  Key  to  the 
Wiggly  Worm  in 
i  1987,  dance  music 
'  has  flaunted  its  spir¬ 
itual  side.  Sure,  disco 
was  about  transcend¬ 
ing  the  physical  bonds  of  quotidian 
slavery,  Parliamentary  funk  probed 
the  cosmogenic  recesses  of  inner 
space,  and  early  electro  froze  out  any 
organic  interference  with  its  ethereal 
pings  and  pongs.  But  house  was  “a 
feeling,”  a  “spiritual  thing,”  a  “soul 
thing.”  And  techno  explicitly  mobi¬ 
lized  the  restless  ghosts  in  Detroit’s 
rapidly  antiquating  machines.  Merely 
read  the  titles  of  techno  origina¬ 
tor  Derrick  May’s  late-1980s  out¬ 
put  —  “Beyond  the  Dance,”  “The 
Beginning,”  “Strings  of  Life”  —  for 
the  gist  of  that  genre’s  ectochromo- 
somal  blueprint. 

Upping  the  metaphysical  has 
led  to  some  notable  clubby  excesses 
—  think  sage-smoked  rave  prayer 
circles,  jungle  and  tribal  house’s  witch 
doctor  shenanigans,  the  gamma 
states  of  trance,  or  whatever  the 
hell  Burning  Man  thinks  it’s  doing. 
For  the  better  part  of  this  decade, 
“ultra  lounges”  had  to  feature  a  giant 
golden  Buddha  somewhere  on  the 
property  or  risk  excommunication 
from  the  Eternal  Congregation  of 
Bachelorettes.  And  how  many  times 
did  some  of  us  (me)  find  ourselves, 


after  a  crazed  and  filthy  weekend,  on 
the  EndUp  dance  floor  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon  in  the  1990s,  twitching  to 
a  gospel  house  choir  shrieking  about 
the  power  of  salvation  through  The 
Lord?  (Answer:  42.) 

Still,  everyone  calls  their  favorite 
club  “church”  because  that’s  where 
they  go  on  the  regular  to  feel  a  part 
of  something  bigger  than  themselves. 
So  you’d  think  a  club  night  in  an 
actual  church  —  let  alone  one  in 
Grace  Cathedral  called  EpiscoDisco 

—  would  be  the  ultimate  theological 
expression  of  this  nightlife  strain.  Not 
so,  says  Bertie  Pearson,  the  young 
Episcopal  priest,  longtime  club  fix¬ 
ture,  and  on-point  DJ  who  launched 
the  electro-centric  monthly  last 
February.  “We’re  not  out  to  convert 
anyone,  or  try  to  ‘bring  youth  into  the 
fold,’  or  anything  like  that,”  he  tells 
me.  “The  Episcopalian  church  isift 
really  about  proselytizing,  anyway 

—  all  paths  to  God  are  equally  effec¬ 
tive,  and  we’re  more  concerned  with 
keeping  our  community  fed  and  shel¬ 
tered.  We  just  wanted  to  open  up  this 
amazing  space  on  a  night  when  there 
wasn’t  much  happening  here  and  have 
a  great  party.” 

EpiscoDisco,  with  its  heady  mix 
of  spiffed-up  nightlife  glitterati, 
up-to-the  minute  live  acts  and  DJs, 
and  edgy  art  installations  curated 
by  Paradise  Now,  offers  a  perfectly 
relevant  and  reverent  early  evening 
club  experience  —  even  without 
the  cavernous  gothic  grandeur  of 
Grace  echoing  every  furtive  stiletto- 
clack  of  the  otherwise  irreligious. 


>  LE  PERLE  DEGLI  SQUALLOR 

DJ  Bus  Station  John’s  latest  bathhouse 
disco  and  vinyl  rarities  monthly  breaks 
cruise-y  new  queer  ground  at  the 
Hotspot.  Sat/12, 10  p.m.,  $5.  Hotspot, 
1414  Market,  SF. 

(Pearson  says  he  always  wanted  to 
be  an  Episcopal  priest  because  the 
faith  “appealed  to  all  sides  of  me: 
social,  philosophical,  artistic,  intel¬ 
lectual  . . .  and  now  the  nightlife  side, 
apparently.”)  Yet  you  are,  indeed,  in 
a  spectacular  candle-lit  cathedral, 
navigating  the  vaulted  apse  with  your 
plastic-cupped  Chablis,  gazing  at 
luminous  gold-flecked  icons  of  MLK 
Jr.  and  John  Donne,  tracing  the  gor¬ 
geous  meditative  labyrinth  etched  in 
the  nave’s  marble  flooring. 

And  despite  the  party-priest’s 
protestations  about  keeping  his 
intentions  earthbound,  you  can’t 
help  but  get  lifted  in  a  club- 
spiritual  way.  Upon  entering 
Grace’s  AIDS  Interfaith  Chapel, 
EpiscoDiscopalians  are  greeted  by 
ultimate  club  kid  Keith  Haring’s 
wondrous  “Life  of  Christ”  triptych 
altarpiece.  A  panel  of  the  AIDS 
Quilt  memorializes  Grace  preachers 
who  passed  away  from  the  disease 
and  the  “Book  of  Names”  lists  Bay 
Area  victims.  Given  that  some  of  the 
most  exciting  recent  nightlife  trends 
have  been  about  exhuming  the  music 
and  fashion  buried  by  AIDS,  the 
chapel  offers  a  celebratory  connection 
to  the  other  side. 

But  there’s  a  connection  to  the 
living  at  EpiscoDisco,  too.  “San 
Francisco  nightlife  can  be  a  bit 
clique-y,”  says  Pearson,  a  master  of 
tart  understatement.  “Sometimes  if 
you  walk  up  to  a  group  of  people  and 
just  start  talking  to  them,  they  look 
at  you  like  you’re  insane.  That  doesn’t 
happen  here.  Isn’t  that  great?”  sfbg 


subject  to  change  without  notice  All  tickets  are  subject  to 
applicable  service  charges.  Charge  by  phone  at  1877)  LYV-ONLY. 
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Saturday,  November  7th 
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SFBG.COM/ARTS  +  CULTURE  29 


BIA  n  AND  THE 
Dl\9  U  KIDS  TABLE 

I  SONIC  BOOM  SIX 
AGENT  DEADLIEST 


917  FOLSOM  @5TH  ST. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  415-974-1585 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  9TH 
MISS  BUNNY  PISTOL  PRESENTS 
BARBARY  COAST  BURLESQUE 
DOORS  8:00PM/  $5  ADMISSION 
THURSDAY  DECEMBER  10TH 
"THURSDAY  NIGHT  SOUL  PARTY” 

THE  HI-NOBLES 
THE  BARABARY  COASTERS 
THE  MINDLESS  THINGS 
DOORS  8:00PM  /  $7  ADMISSION 
FRIDAY  DECEMBER  I1TH 
ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 
“THE  RETURN  OF  THE  FRIDAY  HAPPY  HOUR  SHOW" 
THE  FLAKES 
C'MON  EVERYBODY 
THE  BLANK  STARES 
DOORS  5:00PM/ $5  ADMISSION 
FRIDAY  DECEMBER  1 1TH 
SLOWFINGER 
BADSTRIP 
&  SPECIAL  GUESTS 

+  PUNK  ROCK-N-SCHLOCK  BACKROOM  KARAOKE 
DOORS  9:30PM/  $8  ADMISSION 
SATURDAY  DECEMBER  12TH 
"FARRAH’S  BIRTHDAY  PARTY" 

THE  STRUTS 
THE  IMPALERS 
HORROR-X 

+  PUNK  ROCK-N-SCHLOCK  BACKROOM  KARAOKE 
DOORS  9:00PM/ $10  ADMISSION 
TUESDAY  DECEMBER  15TH 
OPEN  MIC  COMEDY 
IN  THE  BACKROOM 
(SIGN  UP  @  SFSTANDUP.COM) 
7PM-9PM  /  NO  COVER 
TUESDAY  DECEMBER  15TH 
DRUNKEN  MONKEY  LOUNGE 
4-  PUNK  ROCK-N-SCHLOCK  BACKROOM  KAROKE 
(FREE  POOL  /  SHOT  SPECIALS  /  $1  HAMM'S) 
9PM-2AM  /  NO  COVER 
COMING  SOON 

12/16:  MISISIPI  RIDER,  MEDIA  MALE 
12/17:  OFFICER  DOWN,  STREET  JUSTICE 
12/18:  BLACK  COBRA,  FUCKING  WRATH 
12/19:  CORRUPTORS,  SPITTIN  COBRAS 
12/30:  EVERYTHING  MUST  GO,  WHITE  BARONS 
|  WE  ARE  CLOSING  NEW  YEAR'S.  EVE!  COME  DOWN!  I 
HAPPY  HOUR  MONDAY  -  FRIDAY  4PM  TO  7PM 
21  AND  OVER  WWW  TICKETWEB  COM 
MORE  INFO:  WWW.ANNIESSOCIALClUB.COM 
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12/10  DOOR  9PM  NO  COVER 

AUDIO  WHORE 

WITH  DJ  JEN  SCHANDE 

SPINNING  EOs/SOs  SOUL,  FUNK,  GARAGE  ROOK  &  INDIE 

12/11  DOOR  9PM  $10 

PLAN  9 

SHOOTIN'  LUCY,  MEMPHIS  MURDER  MEN 

12/12  DOOR  9PM  $10 

SOCIAL  UNREST 

EVERYTHING  MUST  GO  CREEP  INC, 

12/16000R  9PM  NO  COVER  PIRATE  CAT  RADIO  M 

niGTHKI  L0CALS“  P 

Ulu  inio!  LIVE  SHOWCASE  - 

70RANGEABC,  CLUB  CRASHERZ,  RED  PAINT 

12/17  DOOR  9PM  NO  COVER! 

DICTATORTOT 

DJ'S  BRIAN  MOSS,  RYAN  &  EMILY 

FREE  SNACKS! 

12/18  DOOR  9PM  NO  COVER! 

MAN/MIRACLE 

GUANO  LAKE 

SPARROWS  GATE,  PANCHO  SAN  (MEMBERS  OF  ROGUE  WE<5M| 
12/31 OOOR  9PM  $12/15  www.ticketweb.coni  NEW  YEARS  EVII 

THE  AUDRYE  SESSIONS 

HOT  TUB 

SOFT  WHITE  SIXTIES,  MANATEE 

2/4  THE  DWARVES  •  2/5  THROW  RAG 

1928  TELEGRAPH  AVE.,  OAKLAND 
(510)  451-8100 
WWW.UPTOWNNIGHTCLUB.COM 


MUSIC  LISTINGS 


Seth  Augustus  plays  Revolution  Cafe  Fri/11.  I  photo  by  barry  calero 


Music  listings  are  compiled  by  Paula  Connelly 
and  Cheryl  Eddy.  Since  club  life  is  unpredict¬ 
able.  it’s  a  good  idea  to  call  ahead  to  confirm 
bookings  and  hours.  Prices  are  listed  when 
provided  to  us.  Submit  items  at  listings@sfbg. 
com.  For  further  information  on  how  to  submit 
items  for  the  listings,  see  Picks. 

WEDNESDAY  9 

ROCK/ BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Donnas,  Lilofee  Slim's.  8:30pm,  $17. 

Bruce  Hornsby,  Bob  Schneider  Palace  of  Fine 
Arts,  3301  Lyon,  SF;  www.ticketmaster.com. 
8pm,  $52.50. 

Kim  Wilson  Blues  Revue  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8 
and  10pm,  $25. 

Real,  Headslide,  Socialized  El  Rio.  8pm,  $5. 
“Silicon  Valley  Rock!  2009”  Great  American 
Music  Hall.  7:30pm,  $25.  With  Open  Source 
Band,  Corinne  Marcus  and  the  Kindred  Spirits, 
Whitehall,  Tell-Tale  Heartbreakers,  Farewell 
Typewriter,  and  Marrow. 

Son  Volt,  Sara  Cahoone  Fillmore.  8pm,  $25. 
Rosie  Thomas,  Josh  Ottum  Independent.  8pm, 
$15. 

Tristeza,  Winfred  E.  Eye,  Drew  Andrews 

Bottom  of  the  Hill.  9pm,  $12. 

“Umloud"  DNA  Lounge.  7pm,  $10-120.  Play 
Rock  Band  (or  just  watch)  to  raise  money  for 
Child’s  Play  Charity. 

White  Rabbits,  Band  of  Skulls,  Lovemakers, 
Downer  Party,  DJ  Aaron  Axelsen  Bimbo's  365 
Club.  8pm,  $15. 

Wild  Assumptions,  Spot  Hemlock  Tavern. 

9pm,  $6. 

JAZZ/NEW  MUSIC 

Average  White  Band  Yoshi’s  San  Francisco.  8 
and  10pm,  $25. 

“B3  Wednesdays”  Coda.  9pm,  $7.  With 
Quantum  Hum. 

Cat’s  Corner  Savanna  Jazz.  7pm,  $5-10. 

Ben  Marcato  and  the  Mondo  Combo  Top  of  the 

Mark.  7:30pm,  $10. 

Marcus  Shelby  Jazz  Jam  Revolution  Cafe,  3248 
22nd  St,  SF;  (415)  642-0474.  8:45pm,  free. 
“Meridian  Music:  Composers  in  Performance” 
Meridian  Gallery,  535  Powell,  SF;  www.meridi- 
angallery.org.  7:30pm.  $10.  With  Sarah  Stiles. 
Tin  Cup  Serenade  Le  Colonial,  20  Cosmo  Place. 
SF;  (415)  931-3600.  7pm,  free. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Gaucho,  Michael  Abraham  Jazz  Session 

Amnesia.  8pm,  free. 

Lee  Gregory  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Harper  Simon,  Chapin  Sisters  Cafe  du  Nord. 
9:30pm,  $15. 

Sol  Jibe,  Afrofunk  Experience  Elbo  Room. 

9  pm,  $7. 

DANCE  CLUBS 

Booty  Call  Q-Bar,  456  Castro;  www.bootycal- 
lwednesdays.com.  9pm.  Juanita  Moore  hosts 
this  dance  party,  featuring  DJ  Robot  Hustle. 
Hands  Down!  Bar  on  Church.  9pm.  free.  With 
DJs  Claksaarb,  Mykill,  and  guests  spinning 
indie,  electro,  house,  and  bangers. 


Jam  Wednesday  Infusion  Lounge.  10pm,  free. 

DJ  Slick  Dee. 

Open  Mic  Night  330  Ritch.  9pm,  $7. 

Qodl  111  Minna  Gallery.  5-10pm,  $5.  Pan¬ 
techno  lounge  with  DJs  Spesh,  Gil,  Hyper  D. 
and  Jondi. 

RedWine  Social  Dalva.  9pm-2am,  free.  DJ 
TophOne  and  guests  spin  outernational  funk 
and  get  drunk. 

Respect  Wednesdays  End  Up.  10pm,  $5. 
Rotating  DJs  Daddy  Rolo,  Young  Fyah.  Irie  Dole. 
I-Vier,  Sake  One,  Serg,  and  more  spinning  reg¬ 
gae,  dancehall,  roots,  lovers  rock,  and  mash 
ups. 

Synchronize  II  Pirata,  2007  16th  St.;  (415) 
626-2626. 10pm,  free.  Psychedelic  dance 
music  with  DJs  Helios,  Gatto  Matto,  Psy  Lotus, 
Intergalactold,  and  guests. 

Tenebrae  Knockout.  10;30pm,  $5.  Dark,  mini¬ 
mal.  and  electronic  with  DJs  Omar.  Josh,  and 
Justin. 

THURSDAY  10 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Espers,  Colossal  Yes  Independent.  8pm,  $15. 
Trevor  Garrod,  Grand  Hallway,  Goh  Nakamura 
Cafe  du  Nord.  9pm,  $12. 

□  Grouch,  Mistah  F.A.B.,  Fashawn  N’  Exile, 
One  Block  Radius,  DJ  Fresh  Slim’s.  9pm, 
$18. 

Hi-Nobles,  Barbary  Coasters,  Mindless  Things 

Annie's  Social  Club.  8pm. 

Moira  Scar,  Sweet  Nothing,  Schwule  Stud, 

399  Ninth  St,  SF;  www.studsf.com.  9pm,  $3. 
One  F  Boom  Boom  Room.  9:30pm,  $7. 

□  Slits,  Go-Going-Gone  Girls,  Sassy!!! 

Bottom  of  the  Hill.  9pm,  $12. 

Todd  Snider,  Barbary  Ghosts  Great  American 
Music  Hall.  8pm,  $21. 

“Stevie  Ray  Vaughn  Tribute  with  Alan 
Iglesias”  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8pm,  $15. 

Tainted  Love  Red  Devil  Lounge.  8pm,  $15. 
Troublemakers  Union  Velma’s.  2246  Jerrold, 

SF;  (415)  824-7646.  7pm,  $10. 

Your  Cannons,  Foreign  Cinema,  Tomihira 
Hemlock  Tavern.  9pm,  $7. 

JAZZ/NEW  MUSIC 

Michael  Coleman  Revolution  Cafe.  3248  22nd 
St,  SF;  (415)  642-0474.  8:45pm,  free. 

Eric  Kurtzrock  Trio  Ana  Mandara,  Ghirardelli 
Square.  891  Beach,  SF;  (415)  771-6800. 
7:30pm,  free. 

Laurent  Fourgo  Le  Colonial,  20  Cosmo  Place, 
SF;  (415)  931-3600.  7:30pm,  free. 

Ahmad  Jamal  Yoshi’s  San  Francisco.  8  and 
10pm,  $22-26. 

Mark  Manning,  Everything  is  Fine,  Sad 
Bastard  Book  Club,  Divisions,  Upward  Adobe 
Books,  3166  16th  St,  SF;  (415)  864-3936.  7pm. 
Marlina  Teich  Trio  Brickhouse,  426  Brannan, 
SF;  (415)  820-1595.  7-10pm,  free. 

“SF  Jazz  presents  Hotplate”  Amnesia.  9pm, 
$5.  With  Spaceheater  playing  Rahsaan  Roland 
Kirk. 

Stompy  Jones  Top  of  the  Mark,  7:30pm,  $10. 

Todd  Sickafoose’s  Tiny  Resistors,  Erik 
Deutsch  Hush  Money  Coda.  9pm,  $7. 


MUSIC  LISTINGS 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Bebel  Gilberto  Bimbo’s  365  Club.  8pm, 

$25. 

Morgan  Manifacier  Socha  Cafe,  3235  Mission, 
SF;  (415)  643-6848.  8:30pm. 

Sang  Matiz,  Dgiin  El  Rio.  9pm,  $7. 

Shannon  C6ilf  Band  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

DANCE  CLUBS 

Afrolicious  Elbo  Room.  9:30pm,  $5-6.  DJs 
Pleasuremaker,  Sefior  Oz,  J  Elrod,  and  B  Lee 
spin  Afrobeat,  Tropicalia,  electro,  samba,  and 
funk. 

Bingotopia  Knockout.  7:30-9:30pm,  free.  Play 
for  drinks,  dignity,  and  dorky  prizes  with  Lady 
Stacy  Pants. 

CakeMIX  SF  Wish,  1539  Folsom,  SF.  10pm, 
free.  DJ  Carey  Kopp  spinning  funk,  soul,  and 
hip  hop. 


Caribbean  Connection  Little  Baobab,  3388 
19th  St;  643-3558. 10pm,  $3.  DJ  Stevie  B  and 
guests  spin  reggae,  soca,  zouk,  reggaeton, 
and  more. 

Drop  the  Pressure  Underground  SF.  6-10pm. 
free.  Electro,  house,  and  datafunk  highlight 
this  weekly  happy  hour. 

From  Rum  to  Whisky:  A  Murder  City  Devils 
Night  Thee  Parkside.  9pm,  free.  With  speakers 
Ted  Perves  and  Joseph  Tanke,  and  DJ  Johnny 
Landmine. 

Funky  Rewind  Skylark.  9pm,  free.  DJ  Kung  Fu 
Chris,  MAKossa,  and  rotating  guest  DJs  spin 
heavy  funk  breaks,  early  hip-hop,  boogie,  and 
classic  Jamaican  riddims. 

Gymnasium  Matador,  10  6th  St.,  SF;  (415) 
863-4629. 9pm,  free.  With  DJ  Violent  Vickie 
and  guests  spinning  electro,  hip  hop,  and  disco. 
Heat  Icon  Ultra  Lounge.  10pm,  free.  Hip-hop, 
R&B,  reggae,  and  soul. 


Kick  It  Bar  on  Church.  9pm.  Hip-hop  with  DJ 
Jorge  Terez. 

Kissing  Booth  Make  Out  Room.  9pm,  free.  DJs 
Jory,  Commodore  69,  and  more  spinning  indie 
dance,  disco,  80*s,  and  electro. 

Koko  Puffs  Koko  Cocktails,  1060  Geary;  885- 
4788. 10pm,  free.  Dubby  roots  reggae  and 
Jamaican  funk  from  rotating  DJs. 

Mestiza  Bollywood  Cafe,  3376  19th  St.,  SF; 
(415)  970-0362. 10pm,  free.  Showcasing  pro¬ 
gressive  Latin  and  global  beats  with  DJ  Juan 
Data. 

Motion  Sickness  Vertigo,  1160  Polk;  (415) 
674-1278. 10pm,  free.  Genre-bending  dance 
party 

with  DJs  Sneaky  P,  Public  Frenemy,  and  D_Ro 
Cyclist. 

Popscene  330  Rich.  10pm,  $10.  Rotating  DJs 
spinning  indie,  Britpop,  electro,  new  wave,  and 
post-punk. 


Represent  Icon  Lounge.  10pm,  $5.  With 
Resident  DJ  Ren  the  Vinyl  Archaeologist  and 
guest. 

Saddlecats  Atlas  Cafe.  8pm,  free. 

Solid  Club  Six.  9pm,  $5.  With  resident  DJ  Daddy 
Rolo  and  rotating  DJs  Mpenzi,  Shortkut,  Polo 
Mo’qz  and  Fuze  spinning  roots,  reggae,  and 
dancehall. 

FRIDAY  11 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Big  D  and  the  Kids  Table,  Sonic  Boom  Six, 
Agent  Deadlies  Bottom  of  the  Hill.  9pm,  $12. 
Bog  Savages  Costello’s  Four  Deuces,  2319 
Taraval,  SF;  (415)  566-9122.  9:30pm,  free. 
Breathe  Carolina,  Cash  Cash,  Kill  Paradise, 
Fight  Fair  Slim’s.  7:30pm,  $15. 


Bart  Davenport,  Danny  James  and  Pear,  Sean 
Smith  and  the  Present  Moment  Knockout. 
9pm,  $7. 

Druglords  of  the  Avenues,  Rockfight,  Good 
Neighbor  Policy  Hemlock  Tavern.  9:30pm, 

$7. 

mEyehategod,  Stormcrow,  Brainoil, 
Acephalix  DNA  Lounge.  8p,  $20. 

Fervor,  Arcadio  Make-Out  Room.  7pm. 

Flakes  Annie’s  Social  Club.  6pm. 

“Hut  at  the  Hut  IX:  Journey  Unauthorized” 
Independent.  9pm,  $20.  Benefit  for  the  SF 
Food  Bank  and  the  DA  Taylor  Charitable 
Foundation. 

Jascha  v  Jascha,  Girls  in  Trouble  Socha  Cafe, 
3235  Mission,  SF;  (415)  643-6848.  8:30pm. 

DJ  Lebowitz  Madrone  Art  Bar.  6-9pm,  free. 

Los  Lobos  Fillmore.  9pm,  $42.50. 

CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  32  » 


carhartt  C  J 

|  HUGE  selection  of 
ICarhartt  clothing! 


(Locally  Owned  Since  1889! 


smis 

CLOTHING  SUPERSTORE 

2366  MISSION  ST.  (BTWN.  19TH  &  20TH) 
415.824.7729 

www.zootsuitstore.com 


3 65  Club ® 

1025  COLUMBUS  AT  CHESTNUT,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
(415)  474-0365  /  WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


WED.  DEC.  9  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  8  •  S15  •  is  &  up 

live  io5’s 

SOUNDCHECK  HOLIDAY  BALL 
FEATURING  WHITE  RABBITS, 

BAND  OF  SKULLS. 
THE  LOVEMAKERS, 
THE  DOWNER  PARTY. 
DJ  AARON  AXELSEN 


THURS.  DEC.  10  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  8  •  $25  •  21  s  up 

BEBEL  GILBERTO 

Di  LARA  GERIN 


THURS.  DEC.  31  •  DOORS  8  •  S60  •  21  s  up 

A  SWINGIN’  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE 

LEE  PRESSON  &  the  nails 
BIG  SANDY  &  HIS  FLY-RITE  BOYS 

PROJECT:  PIMENTO* THE  COTTONTAILS 

PLUS  SPECIAL  APPEARANCES  BY  THE  GIRL  IN  THE  FISHBOWL 
WITH  COMPLIMENTARY  GLASS  OF  CHAMPAGNE,  HATS, 
PARTY  FAVORS  AND  TRADITIONAL  BALLOON  DROP. 
COCKTAIL  ATTIRE— BLACK  TIE  OPTIONAL. 


FOOD  SERVICE  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL  SHOWS  •  2  DRINK  MIN. 
GENERAL  ADMISSION.  LIMITED  SEATING.  TICKETS  AVAILABLE  AT  THE 
CLUB  M-F/10AM-4PM.  •  TICKETS  ON-LINE:  WWW.TICKETFLY.COM 


a  SOMETIMES  TOO  MUCH 

‘Drinkjs,  barely  c  tiougn 
-  Maril^ain 


HAPPY  HOUR  5-8  M-F 

2  12  4 

MARKET 

street 

www.  BlackbirdBar.  com 


music. 


Because  after  what 
you  did  last  time, 
you  gotta  go  back  and 
explain  yourself. 

500  Divisadero  Street 
www.madronelounge.com 
$  I  off  your  drink  with  mention  of  this  ad. 


ARGUS 
SLOUTJSjGH 

A  NEIGHBORHOOD  HAVEN 
AT  THE  FOOT  OE  BERNAL  HILL 

WED 12/9  DJ  AMY  BAXTER  10PM 

thu  12/10  dj  CAROLYN  K.  iopm 

fri  12/11  DJ  NAKED  ROB  iopm 

sat  12/12  SHAKEDOWN  W/  DJ  DAVE  iopm 

sun  12/13  pj  METROUCIOUS  8PM 

MON  12/15  ALCOHOLOCAUST  w/ 
WHATSHISFUCK  AND 
DJ  CRYSTAL  MYTH  spm 


3187  MISSION  ©VALENCIA 
SAN  FRANCISCO  •  415.824-1447 
WWW.ARGUSLOUNGE.COM 


HAPPY  HOUR 
NOON  TO  7 
MON-FRI 

ALL  PINTS  $3.00, 

24  OZ  PBR  $4.00 

•  POOL  TABLE 

•  5  TV  SCREENS 

•  GREAT  JUKE  BOX 

HEART  OF  THE  HAIGHT 
FOR  50  YEARS 

TROPHY  ROOM 

1811  Haiqht  St. 

at  Shrader  near  Amoeba 

415  752  2971 
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THE  WARFIELD 

THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 


2010  TRIBUTE  TOUR 

EXPERIENCE  HENDRIX 

FEATURING 

BILLY  COX 

BAND  OF  GYPSYS  & 

THE  JIMI  HENDRIX  EXPERIENCE 

JOE  SATRIANI 
SACRED  STEEL 

FEATURING 

ROBERT  RANDOLPH 
JONNYLANG 
ERIC  JOHNSON 
KENNY  WAYNE  SHEPHERD 
ERNIE  ISLEY 

DAVID  HIDALGO 
CESAR  ROSAS 

FROM  LOS  LOBOS 

BRAD  WHITFORD 

FROMAEROSMITH 

DOYLE  BRAMHALL II 
LIVING  COLOUR 

CHRIS  LAYTON 
OF  STEVIE  RAY  VAUGHN 
&  DOUBLE  TROUBLE 

OTHER  SPECIAL  GUESTS 
TO  BE  ANNOUNCED! 

ALL  RESERVED  SEATING! 

MARCH  10 


EDITORS 

THE  ANTLERS 

FEBRUARY  8 

ZERO  7 

PHANTOGRAM 

DECEMBER  15 


ROBIN  THICKE 

RYAN  LESLIE 
LAURA  IZIBOR 

DECEMBER  19 

BRIAN  SETZER 
ORCHESTRA 

DECEMBER  20 

NEW  YEAR’S  EVE! 

THE  ROOTS 

ORGONE 

DECEMBER  31 

UMPHREY  S  MCGEE 

CORNMEAL 

JANUARY  16 

STYX 

JANUARY  17 
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NOUVELLE  VAGUE 

FEBRUARY  7 

TAKE  ACTION  TOUR  2010 

WE  THE  KINGS 
MAYDAY  PARADE 
A  ROCKET  TO  THE  MOON 
THERE  FOR  TOMORROW 

FEBRUARY  22 

KID  CUDI 

DECEMBER  15 

SWITCHFOOT 

PAPER  TONGUES 

JANUARY  9 


1  1300  TAN  NESS  it  SUTTER  ■  im.THEIlEGENCYBAUROOM.coM 


weezer 

weezer 


with  JACK’S  MANNEQUIN 
&  MOTION  CITY  SOUNDTRACK 


JANUARY  9 

BILL  GRAHAM  CIVIC  AUDITORIUM 


y.graiiii'.iy  uvmos 


GO!  OFMlOlFFI  60L.0ENV0ICE.C0H  .  IICKETMASTEB.COM  •  CHARGE:  1.600.745.1000  tirltotmaKtar 
WVUIU’OW.C.I  WARFIELD  BOX  OFFICE  OPEN  SUNDAYS  10AM  -  4PM  IfCICecmaSCer 
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MUSIC  LISTINGS 
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ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 
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Mi  Ami,  Inca  Ore,  Jozef  Van  Wissem,  DJ 
Tristes  Tropiques  Lab,  2948  16th  St,  SF;  www. 
thelab.org.  8pm,  $5. 

Mission  Players  Pier  23. 10pm,  $10. 
Slowfinger,  Badstrip  Annie's  Social  Club.  9pm, 
$5  (free  before  10pm). 

JAZZ/NEW  MUSIC 

Audium  9  1616  Bush,  SF;  (415)  771-1616. 
8:30pm,  $15. 

Black  Market  Jazz  Orchestra  Top  of  the  Mark. 
9pm,  $10. 

Cannonball  Reunion  Coda.  10pm,  $10. 

“Dave  Koz’s  Smooth  Jazz  Christmas”  Nob  Hill 


Masonic  Center,  1111  California.  SF;  1-800- 
745-3000.  8pm,  $39.50-99. 

Eric  Kurtzrock  Trio  Ana  Mandara,  Ghirardelli 
Square,  891  Beach.  SF;  (415)  771-6800.  8pm, 
free. 

Ahmad  Jamal  Yoshi’s  San  Francfsco.  8pm,  $30. 
Lucid  Lovers  Rex  Hotel,  562  Sutter,  SF;  (415) 
433-4434.  6-8pm. 

Terry  Disley  Experience  Shanghai  1930. 
7:30pm,  free. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Seth  Augustus  Revolution  Cafe,  3248  22nd  St, 
SF;  (415)  642-0474.  8:45pm,  free. 

Dave  Hanley  Band  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Ellis  Dolores  Park  Cafe.  7:30pm,  $10. 

Lucas  Revolution  Amnesia.  8pm,  free. 

Queen  Ifrica,  Tony  Rebel  Rock-lt  Room.  9pm, 
$20. 


DANCE  CLUBS 

Activate!  Lookout.  3600 16th  St;  (415)  431- 
0306.  9pm,  $3.  Face  your  demigods  and 
demons  at  this  Red  Bull-fueled  party. 

Bar  on  Church  9pm.  Rotating  DJs  Zax,  Zhaldee, 
and  Nuxx. 

Blow  Up  Rickshaw  Stop.  10pm,  $15.  With  DJs 
Jeffrey  Paradise  and  Richie  Panic  spinning 
dance  music. 

Exhale,  Fridays  Project  One  Gallery.  251  Rhode 
Island;  (415)  465-2129.  5pm,  $5.  Happy  hour 
with  art,  fine  food,  and  music  with  Vin  Sol,  King 
Most,  DJ  Centipede,  and  Shane  King. 

Fat  Stack  Fridays  Koko  Cocktails.  1060  Geary, 
SF;  (415)  885-4788. 10pm,  free.  With  rotating 
DJs  Romanowski,  B-Love,  Tomas.  Toph  One, 
and  Vinnie  Esparza. 

Fo’  Sho!  Fridays  Madrone.  10pm,  $5.  DJs  Kung 
Fu  Chris,  Makossa,  and  Quickie  Mart  spin  rare 


grooves,  soul,  funk,  and  hip-hop  classics. 
Frenchie  Presents  Club  Six.  9pm,  $10.  With  DJs 
Equipto,  Bestl,  Slowburn,  Coudee,  Musonics, 
and  more  spinning  hip  hop. 

Gay  Asian  Paradise  Club  Eight.  1151  Folsom, 
SF;  www.eightsf.com.  9pm,  $8.  Featuring  two 
dance  floors  playing  dance  and  hip  hop,  smok¬ 
ing  patio,  and  2  for  1  drinks  before  10pm. 
Gymnasium  Stud.  10pm,  $5.  With  DJs  Violent 
Vickie  and  guests  spinning  electro,  disco,  rap, 
and  90s  dance  and  featuring  performers,  gym¬ 
nastics,  jump  rope,  drink  specials,  and  more. 

I  Can’t  Feel  My  Face  Amnesia.  10pm,  $3.  With 
DJs  EUG  and  J  Montag. 

Fedde  Le  Grand  Regency  Ballroom.  9pm,  $15. 
Look  Out  Weekend  Bambuddha  Lounge.  4pm, 
free.  Drink  specials,  food  menu  and  resident 
DJs  White  Girl  Lust,  Swayzee,  Philie  Ocean, 
and  more. 

Lovebuzz  Annie's  Social  Club.  9pm,  $5.  Rock, 


classic  punk,  and  90s  with  DJs  Jawa  and 
Melanie  Nelson. 

M4M  Fridays  Underground  SF.  10pm-2am. 
Joshua  J  and  Frankie  Sharp  host  this  man-tas- 
tic  party. 

Miracle  on  17th  Street  Thee  Parkside.  9pm, 
$2.  Bands,  DJs  Tina  Boom  Boom  and  Lydia, 
shopping,  photos  with  Santa,  and  more. 

Punk  Rock  and  Shlock  Karaoke  Annie’s  Social 
Club.  9pm-2am,  $5.  Eileen  and  Jody  bring  you 
songs  from  multiple  genres  to  butcher:  punk, 
new  wave,  alternative,  classic  rock,  and  more. 
6  to  9  800  Larkin,  800  Larkin,  SF;  (415)  567- 
9326.  6pm,  free.  DJs  David  Justin  and  Dean 
Manning  spinning  downtempo,  electro  breaks, 
techno,  and  tech  house.  Free  food  by  800 
Larkin. 

Treat  ‘Em  Right  Elbo  Room.  10pm,  $5.  Hip- 
hop,  Latin,  reggae,  and  classics  with  DJs  Vinnie 
Esparza,  B-Cause,  and  Beto. 


FROMTHEOTEMS 
L  DFCQMHM 


HE  14th  WttlRL  COMEDV  COUNTDOWN 


IflT 


EVE  2009 


'■3CK  :  i 


JR  \  . 


iraaMCsmic 
m  sn 


SHOW  9:15 

(RTS 


BUY. 

TICKETS!  Llvenonon  .com 
RT1 


Limit  8  tickets  per  person.  All  dates,  acts  and  ticket  prices 
are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  All  tickets  are  subject 
to  applicable  service  charges.  Charge  by  phone  at  (800)745-3000. 


WEDNESDAY  12/9  mo  pm 

83  WEDNESDAYS:  S7 

QUANTUM  HUM 


S5  DON  Q  RUM  DRINKS 


THURSDAY  12/10 

TODD  SICKAFOOSE'S 
TINY  RESISTORS  & 
ERIK  DEUTSCH  HUSH 

MONEY  (CD  RELEASE) 

JAZZ 


FRIDAY  12/11  10:00  pm 

CANNONBALL  s,° 
REUNION 

JAZZ 


SATURDAY  12/12  imopm 

TERRENCE  BREWER  5,0 

JAZZ 


SUNDAY  12/13  mo  pm 

MUCHO  AXE  S7 

LATIN _ 

TUESDAY  12/15 

CLOSED  FOR  PRIVATE  EVENT 

WEDNESDAY  12/16  mo  pm,  $7 

B3  WEDNESDAYS:  FEATURING 

WILL  BERNARD  & 

WILL  BLADES 

JAZZ _ SS  DON  Q  RUM  DRINKS 

UPCOMING  SHOWS... 

12/17 -  THE  JACQUES  IBUU  BAND  (JAZZ) 

12/19-  CURTIS  BUMPY  (SOUL) 

12/22- REALISTIC  ORCHESTRA 


codalive.com 


(415)  551-2632 

1710  MISSION  ST.  @  DUBOCE  •  SF 


WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  9TH  6-9PM,  FREE! 

DJ  F00DC0URT  &  HIS  PALS 

JILL  OLSEN  &  FRIENDS  BIRTHDAY  BASH! 


SPECIAL  GUEST  Dl  YULELOG 
9PM  NO  COVER! 

MODS  V.  ROCKERS 

THURSDAY  DECEMBER  10TH  7:30PM.  $5-10 

FESTIVAL  68  BENEFIT 

W/  THE  TITAN-UPS! 

AND  Dl  ROCKSTEADY  -  REGGAE.  SKA 


TUESDAY  DECEMBER  1  9PM 

LOST  &  FOUND 

DEEP  t  SWEET  60’S  SOUL  45S 

DJ  S  LUCKY.  PRIMO  &  FRIENDS 

3225  22nd  ST.  @  MISSION  SF  CA  94110 
415-647-2888  •  www.makeoutroom.com 


New  &  Improved  2pm-8pm 

HAPPY 
HOUR 


$3  WEUS  SATURDAY  3-8PM 
KITCHEN  OPEN  DAILY 


9PM 

FREE 


FROM  RUM  TO  WHISKEY... 
A  NIGHT  OF 
MURDER  CITY  DEVILS 
SPEAKERS  FROM  CCA 

TEP  PERIYES  & 

JOSEPH  TAME 

DJS  JOHNNY  LANDMINE  &  LUX 

J/M  BEAM  *  BACARDI  SPECIALS 


9PM 

$2 


A  MIRACLE  ON  1 7TH  STREET! 
THERE'S  NO  BOOZE  AT  THE 
MALL  SO  COME  DO  YOUR 
XMAS  SHOPPING  WITH  US. 


TOTAL  B.S. 

DJS  TINA  BOOM  BOOM  S  LYDIA 
PHOTOS  ON  SANYAS  LAP. 
SHOPPING  BROUGHT  TO  YOU 
BY:  DOWN  AT  LULU  'S,  1-2-3- 4 
GOT  RECORDS,  MAD  MAMA 
LOPEZ  CASA  DE  SUERTE  AND 
SO  MANY  MORE! 


HAPPY  HOUR  SHOW 
S.F.F.D.  &  BIKE 
MESSENGER  TOY  DRIVE 


3PM 

FREE  ^  . 

BRING  A  K-9 

all  ages  STANCE  FROM  SHELTER 


9PM 

$7 


ZOE  ROSE  RECORDS 
RELEASE  PARTY 

D.  FRANCIS  AND  WE 
MIDNIGHT  RODEO 
HESPERIAN 
COMMONWEALTH 
HANG  JONES 


TWANG  SUNDAY 

4pm  free  MERLE  JACGER 


ALL  AGES 


UPCOMING  SHOWS: 

12/17  -  SABERTOOTH  20MB/E,  DCOL. 

PULLOUT.  A  BETTER  HOPE 
FOUNDATION 

L2/LS  -  EL  TEN  ELEVEN.  SLXTEEENS. 
tup  puuup 

P/t9  -  PEPSEPHONEES  BEES. 

HEWHOCANNOTBENAMED.  DIRTY 
L  SANTAS.  PHANTOM  JETS.  SLAY  BELLS 


m  tix  WR0U6H  mv.mnpmioc.coM 
for  MORcusms  visit 
Wm.MYSPACC.COM/THCFPARKSIOC 


1 600 1 7TH  STREETH252-1 330 


j 
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MUSIC  LISTINGS 


SATURDAY  12 

ROCK /BLUE  S/HIP  -HOP 

Alexis  Harte  Band,  Davis  Jones,  Rebecca 
Cross  Hotel  Utah.  9pm,  $8. 

Aquabats,  Action  Design,  Monkey  Slim’s. 
9pm,  $18. 

Captured!  By  Robots,  Grayceon,  Dirty  Power 

Bottom  of  the  Hill.  10pm,  $12. 

Dolorata,  Passengers,  Two  Against  One 

El  Rio.  9pm,  $7. 

Rick  Estrin  and  the  Night  Cats  Biscuits  and 
Blues.  8  and  10pm,  $20. 

Evangelista,  Thrones,  Late  Young  Hemlock 
Tavern.  9:30pm,  $12. 

Full  On  Flyhead,  Port  Red  Devil  Lounge. 

8pm,  $10. 


Garage  a  Trois,  DJ  Dan  Prothero  Independent. 
9pm,  $20. 

Jank  Amnesia.  7pm,  free. 

K-9,  Distance  from  Shelter  Thee  Parkside.  » 
3pm,  free.  SFFD  and  Bike  Messenger  toy  drive. 
Los  Lobos  Fillmore.  9pm,  $42.50. 

Microfiche,  White  Cloud,  Middle  D  Lab,  2948 
16th  St,  SF;  www.thelab.org.  8pm,  $5.  Event 
also  includes  a  Tetris  tournament. 

Edward  Sharpe  and  the  Magnetic  Zeros, 
Fool’s  Gold  Great  American  Music  Hall.  9pm, 
$16. 

Struts,  Impalers,  Horror-X  Annie’s  Social  Club. 
9pm,  $10. 

JAZZ/NEW  MUSIC 

Audium  9  1616  Bush,  SF;  (415)  771-1616. 
8:30pm,  $15. 

Terrence  Brewer  Coda.  10pm,  $10. 

Eric  Kurtzrock  Trio  Ana  Mandara,  Ghirardelli 


Square,  891  Beach,  SF;  (415)  771-6800.  8pm, 
free. 

Ahmad  Jamal  Yoshi’s  San  Francisco.  8  and 
10pm,  $30. 

“Jazz  Jam  Session  with  Uptime  Jazz  Group” 

Mocha  101  Caf6, 1722  Taraval,  SF;  (415)  702- 
9869.  3:30-5:30pm,  free. 

Amanda  King  Zingari  Ristorante,  501  Post.  SF; 
(415)  885-8850.  8pm,  free. 

Lisa  Mezzacappa  and  Nightshade,  John 
Raskin-Phillip  Greenlief  Duo  Meridian  Gallery, 
535  Powell,  SF;  www.meridiangallery.org.  8pm, 
$10. 

Ricardo  Scales  Top  of  the  Mark.  9pm,  $15. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Family  Style  Revolution  Cafe,  3248  22nd  St, 
SF;  (415)  642-0474.  8:45pm,  free. 

Hard  Living  Band  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Li’  or  Opry,  Chuck  and  Jeanie,  Misispi  Mike 


Caf£  International.  508  Haight,  SF;  (415)  665- 
9915.  7pm,  free. 

Joe  Purdy,  Meaghan  Smith  Swedish  American 
Hall  (upstairs  from  Caf4  du  Nord).  8pm,  $15. 
Sounds  of  Lyon  Socha  Caf4,  3235  Mission,  SF; 
(415)  643-6848.  8:30pm. 

DANCE  CLUBS 

Bar  on  Church  9pm.  Rotating  DJs  Foxxee, 
Joseph  Lee.  Zhaldee.  Mark  Andrus,  and  Niuxx. 
Black  XXXmas  550  Barneveld,  550  Barneveld, 
SF;  (415)  550-6886. 10pm,  $40.  With  DJs  Abel, 
Luke  Johnstone,  and  Jamie  J  Sanchez  bringing 
all  the  naughty  boys  out. 

Bootie  DNA  Lounge.  9pm,  $6-12.  Holiday 
mash-ups  with  Adrian  and  Mysterious  D.  Dada, 
and  more. 

Club  1994  111  Minna.  9pm,  $10.  With  DJs 
Jeffrey  Paradise  and  Richie  Panic  spinning 
strictly  90's. 


HYP  Club  Eight,  1151  Folsom,  SF;  www.eightsf. 
com.  10pm,  free.  Gay  and  lesbian  hip  hop 
party,  featuring  DJs  spinning  the  newest  in  the 
top  40s  hip  hop  and  hyphy. 

Moped  Amnesia.  10pm,  $6.  Live  electronica 
and  DJs. 

Reggae  Gold  SF  Endup.  10pm,  $5.  With  DJs 
Daddy  Rolo,  Polo  Mo'Quuz,  and  more  spinning 
reggae,  dancehall,  and  remixes  all  night. 

Same  Sex  Salsa  and  Swing  Magnet,  4122  18th 
St.,  SF;  (415)  305-8242. 7pm,  free. 

Spirit  Fingers  Sessions  330  Ritch.  9pm,  free. 
With  DJ  Morse  Code  and  live  guest  perfor¬ 
mances. 

Tormenta  Tropical  Elbo  Room.  10pm,  $5-10. 
Electro  cumbia  with  Uproot  Andy,  DJ  Panik, 
Disco  Shawn,  and  Oro. 


CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  34  » 
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WED.  DEC.  9TH 

WHISKEY  WEDNESDAY  with  the  Anary 
Canadian  and  the  Vanilla  Gorilla! 


D.J.  Big  Dws 

MHmMI 

LVAi 

ill  ^'iH  3 

KSf-HA-Vllffli 

ziLiEninnj 

Big  Dvi 
&  Lecherous 
BIRTHDAY  1 
THESE  GUYS,  GE 

SAT.  DEC.  12TH  * 

rayne  presents:  Deadfall  * 
Gaze  &  Abrupt  10pm  $7  * 
SASH  FOR  A  BUNCH  OF  * 
T  YER  PUNK-ROCK  ON!!  * 

MON.  DEC.  14TH 

ICHI  SUSHI  MONDAYS 
with  CASSY  6pm-9pm 

TUES.  DEC.  15TH  • 

Tequila  Terror  Tuesdays  * 
flick  starts  ®11pm  FREE  • 
Tequila  &  Tecate  only  $6  ana  @  10pm  * 
the  Terror  starts  on  the  big  screen...  * 
all  your  fav.  horror  films  classic  • 
and  current,  NOT  FOR  THE  WEAK  • 
HEARTED!!  • 


MON  -  FRI  4  -  2AM  ■*  SAT  -  SUN  2  -  2AM 
HAPPY  HOUR  4  -  7  MON  -  FRI 
WHISKEY  WED  *  PBR  &  SHOT  $5 
SATELLITE  RESTAURANT  *  WEIRD  FISH 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 


3139  16th  St.  @  Albion  *415-552-5525 


AMNESIA 

8pm.  FREE 

WED  LIVE  GYPSY  JAZZ  W/  GAUCHO 

9  10:30pm.  FREE 

MICHAEL  ABRAHAM  JAZZ  SESSION 

9pm.  $5 

TH0  SFJAZZ  HOTPLATE  SERIES 

10  Space- heater  plays  tribute  to 
Rahsaan  Roland  Kirk 


Early  7-9pm.  FREE 

ROB  REICH  (PIANO)  & 

CRAIG  VENTRESCO  (GUITAR) 

™  iopm,  S3 

11  I  CAN’T  FEEL  MY  FACE 

Every  second  Friday  w/ 

DJs  j. montag  and  Eug  (public  release) 
psych  -  rock  -  disco  -  dance 

Early  7pm,  S5 

THE  JANK  (CD  Release) _ 

SAT  9:30pm.  $6 

12  MOPED 

Live  electronica,  odd  80's  &  Djs 
w /  special  guest. ..  Steve  -  dood _ 

9pm.  S7-S10 

SUN  Uni  and  her  Ukulele  presents... 

1J  CHRISTMAS  IS  BEST! _ 

8:30pm.  FREE 

MON  Free  Bluegrass  Mondays  w / 

U  TOSHIO  HIRANO _ 

7pm.  FREE 

RED  LIGHT  OPEN  MIC 

yjj£  W /  Host  Michael  Mlllican _ 

15  9pm,  FREE 

ROCK  OUT  KARAOKE 

w /  host  Glenny  Kravitz 

853  VALENCIA  ST. 
(415)970-0012 


STUDIOS 


A  SELF  GUIDED  TOUR 


100 

ARTISANS 

INVITE  YOU  IN  I 

UNIQUE  HANDCRAFTED  GIFTS 


WEEKENDS 


n  728  THRU  12/20 


WWW. 

berkeley 
artisans 

•com 

510  845-2612  MAPS  ONLINE 
OR  IN  THE  EAST  BAY|express 


Since  1993-Proud  to  bring  you  fresh  art  &  pure  fun 


TPfTPLP 

n'ig  htclub 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 


preoerr  dec  sh 

DOC  MARTIN 

j-arrureciay  dec  ss 

PAUL  HEMMING 

TUE-TOdY  dec  tsts 

BRIAN  COX 

pfsiciaY  dec  1 1 

DERRICK  CARTER 

IfcrrurscJefY  elects 

HEDONISM 

Tue-TdctY  dec  ie 

WORTHY 

cpsidcfY  dec  is 

TEMPLE  FRIDAYS 

neuj  YesRj-  dec  3t 

TEMPLE  OF  LIGHT 


prana 

RESTAURANT  -  *> 

DINES  DANCE 


ONE  AT  PRflJVift  RESIJUJRANT  INSIDE  OF  TCMPIX  6 

RECEIVE  COMPLIMENTARY  ADMISSION 

TO  TEMPLE  MGHTLU1B  ON  FRIDAY &SATIMW 


5HS  HOUJaRO  J  T 

.ran  FRancixco 

T^mPUEJT=.GOm 


111  MINNA  GALLERY 
111  MINNA  STREET  at  2nd  STREET 

111MINNAGALLERY.COM  •  415  974  1719 
111  MINNA  presents: 

SURFACE 

by  Micah  LeBrun.  Dec.  to  mid  Jan. 
WEDNESDAY  DEC.  9 

Q001 

5-1  Opm  Free  before  6pm  $5  cover 
Qool  is  the  original  clubbing  happy  hour.  Get 
on  the  Q-list,  go  to  qoolsf.com 

THURSDAY  DEC.  10 

SURFACE 
Artist  Reception 

5pm-late. 

Come  see  SF  artist. 

Micah  LeBrun’s  new  show. 

FRIDAYDEC.il 

Savor:  Celebrate  for 
the  Future 

9pm-late  $15  online 
Join  Philanthro  SF  for  a  mouth-watering 
holiday  event  benefiting  Cystic  Fibrosis 
Foundation. 

Cocktail  attire  required.  For  more  info: 
sanfrancisco.philanthroproductions.org 

SATURDAY  DEC.  12 

Club  1994 

9pm-2am  $10  cover 

All  90s  dance  party.  Hip  hop  toTRL  classics. 
For  more  info,  go  to 
club1994.com 

MONDAY  DEC  14 

EAT 

5:00pm-1 0:30pm 

EAT  is  a  dining  experience  that  is  a  cross 
betweendinner.happyhour.andanightclub. 
For  more  info,  go  to 
eatatl  1 1minna.blogspot.com 

FOR  MORE  INFO: 

www.  1 1 1  minnagallery.com 


SOL  JIBE  PLUS  THE 
AFROFUNK  EXPERIENCE 


AFRO-TROPI-SAMBAFUNK 

AFROLICIOUS  WITH  DJS/ 
HOSTS:  PLEASUREiyiAKER, 
SENOR  OZ,  PLUS  RESIDENTS 
J  ELROD  &  B  LEE 

AND  SPECIAL  GUESTS 

DJ  ANGOLA  (nyc) 


LITERARY  DEATH  MATCH 

wriH  READERS:  DEREK  POWAZEK, 
LYNKA  ADAMS,  BETH  SP0TSW00D 
and  ELISSA  BASSIST 
SHARING  BEST  AND  WORST 
HOLIDAY  STORIES 

PLUS  JUDGES  CHICKEN  JOHN  &  MORE 


TREAT  EM  RIGHT 

W/DJS  VINNIE  ESPARZA 

(HELLA  TIGHT)  &  B-  CAUSE 
(40NEFUNK)  PLUS  GUEST  BETO 


BERSA  DISCOS  PRESENTS 

TORMENTA  TROPICAL 

2  YEAR  ANNIVERSARY  PARTY 
FEAT.  BERSA  DISCOS  ARTISTS: 

UPROOT  ANDY  ick  nyi 
DJ  PANIK  (TEXAS) 

DISCO  SHAWN  &  ORO  11 1 


DUB  MISSION:  THE  BEST  IN 
12/13  DUB-  DUBSTEP.  R00TS  &  DANCEHALL  /W 

9pm  DJ  SEP, 

S6  VINNIE  ESPARZA 

(TREAT  EM  RIGHT)  AND  GUEST 
LUD  DUB  (BIG  UP,  COSMIC  VIBE  SOUND) 


t 


ELBO  ROOM  PRESENTS 

12/16  i  ZODIAC  DEATH 
snvi*,  VALLEY 
IN  THE  DUST 
GROGGS 


UPCOMING 
THU  12/17 
FRI  12/18 
SAT  12/19 
SUN  12/20 
FRI  12/25 
SAT  12/26 
THU  12/31 


AFROLICIOUS 
DIEGO’S  UMBRELLA 
SAT  NITE  SOUL  PARTY 
DUB  MISSION:  DJ  SEP 
BLACK  X-MASS 
40NEFUNKTI0N 
AFROLICIOUS  NYE 


ADV  TIX:  WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO  ROOM  IS  LOCATED  AT  647  VALENCIA  NEAR  17TH 

INFO:  415  552J788  I  WWW.ElBO.COM 
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Add  an  input  for  your 
iPod  or  MP3  player  to 
your  existing  car  stereo 

©Bluetooth 

HANDS-FREE 

SOLUTIONS 


LOST  YOUR  FACE? 

We  have  many 
detachable  stereo 
faces  in  stock! 


NEW  SOUND  CAR  STEREOS 

1663  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco 

415.647.5577 
Mon-Fri  10-6,  Sat  10-4 

www.newsoundsf.com 


LoveRS  Keep  on 
Lovin'  BeLievens 
Keep  on  BeLievin1 
SLeepeRS  just  stop 
SLeepin1  cause  it 
won'T  se  too  lohg 
spinna&BOBBiTO 
12.12.09  />ie7zanine 


12/10  Awake  The  Plague,  One 
Punch  Machine  Gun, 
Memento  Mori  and 
_ Devour  the  Masses 

12/11  Queen  If rica,  Tony  Rebel 

12/12  Thrive, The  Release, 
_ Aivar _ 

12/16  French  Cassette _ 

12/17  Eddie  Fitzroy,  Ishi  Dube 

12/18  Bayonics 

12/19  T  Clemente,  Undergone, 
Raelin 

12/22  MOWZ,  A  Pack  of 
_ Wolves _ 

12/24  pj  Squingy  Benefit 

.  P/qi  J  Boog,  Native 

Elements,  Jah  Warrior 
Shelter  Hi-Fi 


every  Feel  Good  Thursdays 
thurs  wj(h  jah  warrior  Shelter 
Hi-Fi  (no  cover)  _ 

Kanoa’s  Acoustic 
Mondays 

every  monday  night 

Live  Comedy 

every  tuesday  night 


Great  Drink  Specials 
Every  Night 


MUSIC  LISTINGS 


CONT» 


SUNDAY  13 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HQP 

“Blue  Bear  School  of  Music  Band  Showcase” 

Cafe  du  Nord.  7:30pm,  $12-20. 

“Electronic  Puppenhorten  Godwaffle  Noise 
Pancakes”  Lab,  2948  16th  St,  SF;  www.thelab. 
org.  Noon,  $5.  With  +D0G+,  Nux  Vomica, 

Anti  Ear,  Andrea  Williams’  Anais  Din,  z_Bug. 

'  Jolt  Thrower.  Voracious  Garbage  Vixens,  and 
Mephitic  Ooze. 

Faceless,  Dying  Fetus,  Beneath  the  Massacre, 
Suffokate,  Enfold  Darkness  DNA  Lounge. 
7:30pm,  $18. 

Magik  Markers,  Sic  Alps,  Wiggwaum  Hemlock  . 
Tavern.  9pm,  $7. 

Mew  Mezzanine.  8pm,  $20. 

Grace  Potter  and  the  Nocturnals,  Howlin  Rain 

Fillmore.  8pm,  $21. 

Timothy  B.  Schmit  Great  American  Music  Hall. 
8pm,  $20. 

Static  Thought,  SpawnAtomic,  Jibbers  El  Rio. 
7pm,  $5. 

JAZZ/NEW  MUSIC 

Community  Music  Center  Jazz  Band 

Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp,  SF;  www. 
sfcmc.org.  4pm,  free. 

Ahmad  Jamal  Yoshi’s  San  Francisco.  2  and 
7pm,  $5-30. 

Rob  Modica  and  friends  Simple  Pleasures, 

3434  Balboa,  SF;  (415)  387-4022.  3pm,  free. 

Kim  Nalley,  Tammy  Hall,  Michael  Zisman 

Bliss  Bar,  4026  24th  St,  SF;  (415)  826-6200. 
4:30pm,  $10. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Christmas  is  Best!  Amnesia.  9pm,  $7-10.  With 
Uni  and  her  Ukelele. 

Marla  Fibish  and  friends  Plough  and  Stars. 

9pm. 

Merle  Jagger  Thee  Parkside.  4pmrfree. 

Mucho  Axe  Coda.  8pm,  $7. 

Rob  Reich  Red  Poppy  Art  House.  7pm.  $10-20. 
An  evening  of  music  and  film. 

77  El  Deora,  Maurice  Tani  Bird  and  Beckett, 

653  Chenery,  SF;  (415)  586-3733.  4:30pm; 
free,  donations  accepted. 

DANCE  CLUBS 

DiscoFunk  Mashups  Cat  Club.  10pm,  free. 

House  and  70’s  music. 

Dub  Mission  Elbo  Room.  9pm,  $6.  Dub.  roots, 
and  classic  dancehall  with  DJs  Sep,  Vinnie 
Esparza,  and  guest  Lud  Dub. 

Gloss  Sundays  Trigger.  2344  Market,  SF;  (415) 
551-CLUB.  7pm.  With  DJ  Hawthorne  spinning 
house,  funk,  soul,  retro,  and  disco. 

Honey  Soundsystem  Paradise  Lounge.  8pm- 
2am.  “Dance  floor  for  dancers  -  sound  system 
for  lovers.”  Got  that? 

Jock!  Lookout,  3600  16th;  431-0306.  3pm,  $2. 
This  high-energy  party  raises  money  for  LGBT 
sports  teams. 

Kick  It  Bar  on  Church.  9pm.  Hip-hop  with  DJ 
Zax. 

Lowbrow  Sunday  Delirium.  1pm,  free.  DJ  Roost 
Uno  and  guests  spinning  club  hip  hop,  indie, 
and  top  40s. 

Religion  Bar  on  Church.  3pm.  With  DJ  Nikita. 
Stag  AsiaSF.  6pm,  $5.  Gay  bachelor  parties 
are  the  target  demo  of  this  weekly  erotic  tea 
dance. 

MONDAY  14 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HQP 

Tab  Benoit  Slim’s.  8pm,  $20. 

“Blue  Bear  School  of  Music  Band  Showcase” 
Cafe  du  Nord.  7:30pm,  $12-20. 

Lady  Gaga,  Kid  Cudi,  Semi  Precious  Weapons 

Bill  Graham  Civic  Auditorium,  99  Grove,  SF; 
www.ticketmaster.com.  7:30pm,  $50. 

Maria  Muldaur  Rrazz  Room,  Hotel  Nikko,  222 
Mason,  SF;  1-866-468-3399.  8pm,  $35. 

JAZZ/NEW  MUSIC 

Hot  Foot  Swing  Band  Socha  Caf4,  3235 
Mission,  SF;  (415)  643-6848.  8:30pm. 

Lavay  Smith  Trio  Enrico’s,  504  Broadway,  SF; 
www.enricossf.com.  7pm,  free. 

Mark  Levine  and  the  Latin  Tinge  Yoshi’s  San 
Francisco.  8pm,  $14. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Toshio  Hirano  Amnesia.  8:30pm,  free. 

DANCE  CLUBS 

Black  Gold  Koko  Cocktails.  1060  Geary;  885- 
4788. 10pm-2am,  free.  Senator  Soul  spins 
Detroit  soul,  Motown,  New  Orleans  R&B,  and 
more  —  all  on  45! 

Death  Guild  DNA  Lounge.  9:30pm,  $3-5. 
Gothic,  industrial,  and  synthpop  with  Decay, 
Joe  Radio,  and  Melting  Girl. 

Going  Steady  Dalva.  10pm,  free.  DJs  Amy  and 
Troy  spinning  60’s  girl  groups,  soul,  garage, 
and  more. 

King  of  Beats  Tunnel  Top.  10pm.  DJs  J-Roca 
and  Kool  Karlo  spinning  reggae,  electro,  boo¬ 
gie,  funk,  90’s  hip  hop,  and  more. 

Manic  Mondays  Bar  on  Church.  9pm.  Drink 
80-cent  cosmos  with  Djs  Mark  Andrus  and 
Dangerous  Dan. 

Monster  Show  Underground  SF.  10pm,  $5. 
Cookie  Dough  and  DJ  MC2  make  Mondays 
worth  dancing  about,  with  a  killer  drag  show 
at  11pm. 

Network  Mondays  Azul  Lounge,  One  Tillman 
PI;  www.inhousetalent.com.  9pm,  $5.  Hip-hop. 
R&B.  and  spoken  word  open  mic,  plus  featured 
performers. 

Spliff  Sessions  Tunnel  Top.  10pm,  free.  DJs 
MAKossa,  Kung  Fu  Chris,  and  C.  Moore  spin 
funk,  soul,  reggae,  hip-hop,  and  psychedelia 
on  vinyl. 

TUESDAY  15 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Aces  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8pm,  $15. 

“Blue  Bear  School  of  Music  Band  Showcase” 

Caf6  du  Nord.  7:30pm,  $12-20. 

Corner  Laughers,  Anton  Barbeau,  Allen  Clapp 

Grant  and  Green.  8:30pm,  free. 

Davy  Knowles  and  Back  Door  Slam,  Ron 
Drabkin  Independent.  8pm,  $15. 

Maria  Muldaur  Rrazz  Room,  Hotel  Nikko,  222 
Mason,  SF;  1-866-468-3399.  8pm,  $35. 

Nessie  and  Her  Beard,  Awkward  Janitor  El 
Rio.  8pm,  free. 

Sore  Thumbs,  Get  Dead,  Super  Ego  Bottom  of 
the  Hill.  9pm,  $8. 

Tempo  No  Tempo,  Grooms,  Young  Prisms 

Hemlock  Tavern.  9pm,  $7. 

Zero  7,  Phantogram  Warfield.  8pm,  $26.50- 
30. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Cohen  Revolution  Cafe,  3248  22nd  St.  SF; 

(415)  642-0474.  8:45pm,  free. 

Mucho  Axe,  Fogo  Na  Roupa  Elbo  Room.  9pm, 
$7. 

Slow  Session  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm.  With 
Michael  Duffy  and  friends. 

JAZZ/NEW  MUSIC 

“Booglaloo  Tuesday”  Madrone  Art  Bar. 
9:30pm,  $3.  With  Oscar  Myers. 

Dave  Parker  Quintet  Rasselas  Jazz.  8pm. 
Euliptian  Quartet  Socha  Cafe,  3235  Mission. 
SF;  (415)  643-6848.  8:30pm. 

Charlie  Hunter  Yoshi’s  San  Francisco.  8  and 
10pm,  $16-20. 

Ricardo  Scales  Top  of  the  Mark.  6:30pm,  $5. 

DANCE  CLUBS 

Alcoholocaust  Presents  Argus  Lounge.  9pm, 
free.  With  DJs  What’s  His  Fuck  and  Crystal 
Meth. 

Drunken  Monkey  Annie's  Social  Club.  9pm, 
free.  Guest  DJs  and  shot  specials;  also,  check 
out  Open  Mic  Comedy  (6-9pm)  and  punk  rock 
karaoke  (9pm-2am)  in  the  back  room. 

Eclectic  Company  Skylark,  9pm,  free.  DJs 
Tones  and  Jaybee  spin  old  school  hip  hop,  bass, 
dub.  glitch,  and  electro. 

La  Escuelita  Pisco  Lounge,  1817  Market,  SF; 
(415)  874-9951. 7pm,  free.  DJ  Juan  Data  spin¬ 
ning  gay-friendly.  Latino  sing-alongs  but  no 
salsa  or  reggaeton. 

Rock  Out  Karaoke!  Amnesia.  7:30pm.  With 
Glenny  Kravitz. 

Share  the  Love  Trigger,  2344  Market.  SF;  (415) 
551-CLUB.  5pm,  free.  With  DJ  Pam  Hubbuck 
spinning  house. 

Womanizer  Bar  on  Church.  9pm.  With  DJ 
Nuxx.  SFBG 
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club  list 

AMNESIA 

853  Valencia 
(415)  970-0012 

ANNIE’S  SOCIAL 
CLUB 

937  Folsom 
(415)  974-1585 
ARGUS  LOUNGE 
3187  Mission 
(415)  824-1447 
ASIASF 
201  Ninth  St 
(415)  255-2742 
ATLAS  CAFE 
3049  20th  St 
(415)  648-1047 
ATMOSPHERE  3 
447  Broadway 
(415) 788-4623 
BAMBUDDHA 
LOUNGE 
601  Eddy 
(415)  885-5088 
BAOBAB 
3388 19th  St 
(415)643-3558 
BAR  ON  CHURCH 
198  Church 
(415)  861-7499 
BEAUTY  BAR 
2299  Mission 
(415) 285-0323 
BIMBO’S 
365  CLUB 
1025  Columbus 
(415)474-0365 
BISCUITS 
AND  BLUES 
401  Mason 
(415)  292-2583 
BOLLYHOOD  CAFI: 
3372  19th  St 
(415)  970-0362 
BOOM  BOOM  ROOM 
1601  Fillmore 
(415)  673-8000 
BOTTOM 
OF  THE  HILL 
1233  17th  St 
(415)  621-4455 
BROADWAY 
STUDIOS 
435  "Broadway 
(415)  291-0333 
BRUNO’S 
2389  Mission 
(415)  643-5200 
CAFE  COCOMO 
650  Indiana 
(415) 824-6910 
CAF£  DU  NORD 
^170  Market 
(415)  861-5016 
CASANOVA 
LOUNGE 
527  Valencia 
(415)  863-9328 
CAT  CLUB 
1190  Folsom 
(415)431-3332 
CLUB  DELUXE 
1509  Haight 
(415) 552-6949 
CLUB  525 
525  Howard 
(415)  339-8686 
CLUB  SIX 
60  Sixth  St 
(415)  863-1221 
CODA 

1710  Mission 
(415)  551-2632 

DALVA 

3121 16th  St 
(415)  252-7740 

DELIRIUM 

3139 16th  St 
(415)552-5525 

DNA LOUNGE 

375 11th  St 
(415)626-1409 

DOLORES  PARK 
CAFE 

501  Dolores 

(414) 621-2936 

DOUBLE  DUTCH 

3192 16th  St 

(415)  503-1670 
EAGLE  TAVERN 
398  12th  St 
(415)  626-0880 


EDINBURGH 
CASTLE  PUB 

950  Geary 
(415)  885-4074 
ELBO  ROOM 
647  Valencia 
(415)  552-7788. 
ELEMENT  LOUNGE 
1028  Geary 
(415)  571-1362 
ENDUP 
401  Sixth  St 
(415)  357-0827 
FILLMORE 
1805  Geary 
(415)  346-6000 
540  CLUB 
540  Clement 
(415)  752-7276 
FLUID  ULTRA 
LOUNGE 
662  Mission 
(415)615-6888 
GLAS  KAT 
520  Fourth  St 
(415) 495-6626 
GRANT  AND  GREEN 
1371  Grant 
(415)  693-9565 
GREAT  AMERICAN 
MUSIC  HALL 
859  O’Farrell 
(415)  885-0750 
HEMLOCK  TAVERN 
1131  Polk 
(415) 923-0923 
HIFI 

2125  Lombard 
(415)  345-TONE 
HOTEL  UTAH 
SALOON 
500  Fourth  St 
(415)  546-6300 
HOUSE  OF  SHIELDS 
39  New 
Montgomery 
(415)  495-5436 
ICON  ULTRA 
LOUNGE 
1192  Folsom 
(415)  626-4800 
INDEPENDENT 
628  Divisadero 
(415)  771-1421 
INFUSION  LOUNGE 
124  Ellis 
(415)  421-8700 
IRELAND’S  32 
3920  Geary 
(415)  386-6173 
JOHNNY  FOLEY’S 
243  O’Farrell 
(415)  954-0777 
KIMO’S 
1351  Polk 
(415)  885-4535 
KNOCKOUT 
3223  Mission 
(415) 550-6994 
LASZLO 
2526  Mission 
(415)  401-0810 
LEXINGTON  CLUB 
3464 19th  St 
(415)  863-2052 
LINGBA  LOUNGE 
1469  18th  St 
(415)  355-0001 
LI  PO  LOUNGE 
916  Grant 
(415)  982-0072 
MADRONEART BAR 
500  Divisadero 
(415)  241-0202 
MAKE-OUT  ROOM 
3225  22nd  St 
(415)  647-2888 
MEZZANINE 
444  Jessie 
(415)625-8880 
MIGHTY 
119  Utah 
(415)  626-7001 
MILK 

1840  Haight 
(415)  387-6455 

MISSION  ROCK 

caf£ 

817  Terry  Francois 
(415) 626-5355 
MOJITO 
1337  Grant 
(415)  398-1120 
NICKIE’S 
466  Haight 
(415)  255-0300 


111  MINNA 
GALLERY 

111  Minna 
(415)  974-1719 
PARADISE  LOUNGE 
1501  Folsom 
(415)  252-5018 
PARKSIDE 
1600 17th  St 
(415)  252-1330 
PIER  23 
Pier  23 

(415)  362-5125 

PLOUGH  AND 
STARS 

116  Clement 
(415)  751-1122 
POLENG LOUNGE 
1751  Fulton 
(415)  441-1710 
PURPLE  ONION 
140  Columbus 
(415)  217-8400 
RASSELAS  JAZZ 
1534  Fillmore 
(415)  346-8696 
RED  DEVIL  LOUNGE 
1695  Polk 
(415)  921-1695 
RED  POPPY  ART 
HOUSE 
2698  Folsom 
(415)  826-2402 
REGENCY 
BALLROOM 
1300  Van  Ness 
(415)  673-5716 
RETOX  LOUNGE 
628  20th  St 
(415)  626-7386 
RICKSHAW  STOP 
155  Fell 

(415)  861-2011 
EL  RINCON 
2700  16th  St 
(415)  437-9240 

EL  RIO 

3158  Mission 
(415)  282-3325 

RIPTIDE  BAR 

3639  Taraval 
(415)  240-8360 
ROCK-IT  ROOM 
406  Clement 
(415)  387-6343 
RUBY  SKYE 
420  Mason 
(415)  693-0777 
SAVANNA  JAZZ 
2937  Mission 
(415)  285-3369 
SHANGHAI  1930 


430  Mason 
(415)  421-1916 
SUM’S 
333  11th  St 
(415) 255-0333 
SPACE  550 
550  Barneveld 
(415)  550-8286 
STUD 

399  Ninth  St 
(415)  252-7883 

SUPPERCLUB 

657  Harrison 
(415)  348-0900 

TEMPLE 

540  Howard 
(415)  978-9942 

1015  FOLSOM 

1015  Folsom 
(415)  431-1200 
330  RITCH 
330  Ritch 
(415)  541-9574 
TOP  OF  THE  MARK 
Mark  Hopkins 
Intercontinental 
Hotel 
1  Nob  Hill 
(415) 616-6916 
TRIPLE  CROWN 
1760  Market 
(415)  863-3516 
TUNNEL  TOP 
601  Bush 
(415)  986-8900 


UNDERGROUND  SF 

424  Haight 
(415)  864-7386 
VELVET  LOUNGE 
443  Broadway 
(415)  788-0228 
WARFIELD 
982  Market 
(415)  77 5-7722 
YOSHI’S  SAN 
FRANCISCO 
1330  Fillmore 
(415)  655-5600 
BAY  AREA 
ALBATROSS  PUB 
1822  San  Pablo, 

Berk 

(510)843-2473 

ANNA’S  JAZZ 
ISLAND 

2120  Allston  Way, 
Berk 

(510)  841-JAZZ 
ASHKENAZ 
1317  San  Pablo, 

Berk 

(510) 525-5054 
BECKETT’S 
2271  Shattuck,  Berk 
(510)  647-1790 
BIG  FOX  THEATRE 
2215  Broadway, 
Redwood  City 
(650)  369-4119  % 

BLAKES 
2367  Telegraph, 

Berk 

(510) 848-0886 

CAFE  VAN  KLEEF 

1621  Telegraph, 

Oakl 

(510) 763-7711 

FOX  THEATER 

1807  Telegraph, 

Oakl 

1-800-745-3000 

FREIGHT  AND 
SALVAGE  COFFEE 
HOUSE 

1111  Addison,  Berk 
(510)548-1761 
JAZZSCHOOL 
2087  Addison,  Berk 
(510) 845-5373 
JUPITER 

218'1'Shattuck,  Berk 
(510)  THE-ROCK 

LITTLE  FOX 
THEATRE 

2209  Broadway, 
Redwood  City 
(650)  369-4119 

19  BROADWAY 


(510)  525-9926 

PARAMOUNT 

THEATRE 

2025  Broadway, 

Oakl 

(510)  465-6400 

LA  PENA  CULTURAL 
CENTER 

3104  Shattuck,  Berk 
(510)  849-2568 

SHATTUCK  DOWN 
LOW 

2284  Shattuck,  Berk 
(510)  548-1159 
STARRY  PLOUGH 
3101  Shattuck,  Berk 
(510)  841-2082 
STORK  CLUB 
2330  Telegraph, 

Oakl 

(510)  444-6174 
21  GRAND 
416  25th  St,  Oakl 
(510)444-7263 
UPTOWN 
1928  Telegraph, 

Oakl 

(510)  451-8100 

YOSHI’S 

510  Embarcadero 
West 

Jack  London  Square, 
Oakl 

(510) 238-9200 

8FBG 


17  Broadway, 
w*  ""•Fairfax 
/  (415)  459-1091 


133  Steuart 
(415)  896-5600 

SHINE  DANCE 

LOUtyGE  *  __ 

?  Itreet^project 
SKYLARK  ~  924  Gilman.  Berk 

3089 16th  St 
(415)  621-9294 

SLIDE 


ltf ontttlg  solo  performance  series 


December  13  at  7:00pm  Stage Werx  (533  Sutter,  @  Powell) 

www.brownpapertickets  .com/  event/92 1 85 


Featuring: 


*1 


Mary  Samson  •  David  Caggiano  •  Pidge  Meade 


BISCUITS  &  BLUES 

401  MASON  ST.  41 5.292 .2583 


afcbep  tabern 


HAPPY  ^ 
HOUR  iSP 

4-7  pm 

$2  PBR  \ 

TI.'/  ATI.'  V 


DECEMBER'S 
i  BEER  OF  THE 
A  MONTH  IS 

BSIERRA  NEVADA! 
|  S3  PINT 
/all  dav&  night! 
.Til  month  long! 


SPORTS  &  LIVE  MUSIC  BAR 


FRIDAY  DEC.  11 

g  HEAVY  PETTY 

g  TOM  PETTY  TRIBUTE  BAND 


g  SATURDAY  DEC.  12 

F  EEC  #107 
«  BJ  PENN  V. 

H  DIEGO  SANCHEZ 

S  FOLLOWED  BY 

H  D  J  SCHROBI  GIRL 

(MUNICH) 


SPORTS 

ALL  EPL  &  SPL  SOCCER  GAMES! 

ALL  BOXING  &  UPC  LIVE  BROADCASTI 
NFL  SUNDAYS  eorink  specials/all  games  available) 
MONDAY  NIGHT  FOOTBALL  W  COMPLIMENTARY BUFFET1 


STUDENT  PARTIES 

Every  Tue  &  TTiu  with  $1  BEER  SPECIALS 
(Di  Schrobi-Girl  on  Thu.) 


GEARY  @  5TH  •  415  221  7767 

WWW.ABBEYTAVERN-SF.COM 


TUE  UNION  ROOM 

- AT  BISCUITS  AND  BLUES - 

401  MASON  ST.  415.292.2583 


BRYDAN  SMITH  -  1 2.9 


GARRICK  DAVIS  -  12.10 


SANG  MATIZ  -  12.15 


CURT  YAGI  -  12.19 


THEUNIONROOM.COM 


lReIand¥^2 

>ho  Avenue  Aut>  @eAH9  - — J 

i  rclandn32@yahno.com 


ltzeLand’s  S5L 
is  Che 

Dog’s  BoLLix! 


GOOD 

FOOD, 


GOOD 

MUSIC, 


GOOD 

CRAIC! 


LIVE  MUSIC 

7  Nights 
a  Week! 

NO  COVER 


misag 


AMOEBA  GIFT  CERTIFICATES! 

The  Perfect  Holiday  Gift! 

Pick  up  in-store  or  on-line:  Amoeba.com. 
Also,  we'll  mail  anywhere. 

Just  call:  (510)549-1125 

TRY  AMOEBA  MAIL  ORDER! 

We’ll  search  the  vast  Inventory  of  all 
three  of  our  stores  and  let  you  know 
what  we  have  -  new  or  used!  Call  us  or 
yo  to  Amoeba.com  for  more  info! 

AMOEBA’S  ANNUAL . 

HOLIDAY  TOY  DRIVE! 

Bring  in  a  new,  unwrapped  toy  for  a  child  to 
any  of  our  3  store  locations  &  as  a  thank  you 
for  your  generosity,  we’ll  give  you  a 
$2  COUPON  valid  on  any  item  over  $3.99. 

All  toys  will  be  distributed  to  a  local  charity. 
Visit  Amoeba.com  for  more  info! 

WE  BUY  DVDS!!! 

Also  CDs,  LPs,  &  Video  Games! 

We  pay  the  most  cash  &  offer  the  high¬ 
est  trade  credit  you'll  find  anywhere. 
Our  buy  counter  is  open  Mon-Sat  10:30- 
10pm,  Sunday  11-9pm! 

We  love  large  collections  &  make  house 
calls  for  large  buys!  Call  us  or  visit 
Amoeba.com  for  more  info! 

AMOEBA  SAN  FRANCISCO 

1855  HAIGHT  STREET  -  (415)831-1200 

AMOEBA  BERKELEY 

2455  TELEGRAPH  AVENUE  ■  (510)  549-1125 

UUWW.AMOEBA.COM 

WE  validate’  PAM  HAIGHT  G  JIANYAN  LOT  IN  SF 
AND  SATHER  GATE  GARAGE  IN  BERKELEY! 
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sioNDONMONIHLY.COM 


Iodcschool.org  |  rhythmandmotion.com 

ODC  Oance  Commons  351  Shotwell  St  SF 
415-863-9830*100 


STAGE  LISTINGS 


FREE  DANCE  CLASS 

with  this  ad  (for  new  students  only) 

200  classes  a  week,  all  ages,  all  levels  all  welcome. 


California  Institute 
of  Integral  Studies 


Public  Programs 

Presents 


December  11,  8PM 

Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre,  San  Francisco 


www.ciis.  edu/publicprograms 


City  Box  Office: 

415.392.4400  or 

.  ,  rr. 

www.cityboxortice.com 

Cosponsored  by  the  Mevleui  Order  of  America 


Dames  at  Sea  New  Conservatory  Theatre  Center, 
25  Van  Ness;  861-8972,  www.nctcsf.org.  $22- 
$40.  Previews  Wed/8-Fri/ll.  Opens  Sat/12.  Runs 
Wed-Sat.  8pm;  Sun,  2pm.  Through  Jan  17.  NCTC 
presents  the  Off-Broadway  musical  hit. 

Fun-derful  Holidaze  The  Marsh.  1062  Valencia; 
(800)  838-3006.  www.themarsh.org.  $7-$12. 
Opens  Sat/12-Sun/13.  Runs  Sat-Sun,  2pm. 
Through  Jan  3.  The  Marsh  presents  Unique 
Derique  in  a  fun-filled  feast  of  frivolity  for  all  ages. 
Katya’s  Holiday  Spectacular  New  Conservatory 
Theatre  Center.  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972,  www. 
nctcsf.org.  $22-$32.  Previews  Wed/9-Thurs/10. 
Opens  Fri/11.  Runs  various  days.  8pm,  through 
Jan  2.  NCTC  presents  a  special  winter  cabaret 
starring  Katya  Smirnoff-Skyy. 


BAY  AREA 

Aurelia’s  Oratorio  Berkeley  Repertory  Theatre, 
Roda  Theatre.  2015  Addison.  Berk;  (510)  647- 
2949.  berkeleyrep.org.  $33-$71.  Opens  Wed/9. 
Runs  Tues,  Thurs.  Fri,  and  Sat.  8pm;  Wed,  7pm; 
Sun,  2  and  7pm.  Through  Jan  24.  Berkeley  Rep 
presents  Victoria  Thierree  Chaplin’s  dazzling  dis¬ 
play  of  stage  illusion. 

The  Coverlettes  Cover  Christmas  Aurora  Theatre, 
2081  Addison,  Berk;  (510)  843-4822,  aurorathe- 
atre.org.  $25-$28.  Opens  Tues/15.  Runs  Mon-Sat, 
8pm;  Sun,  7pm.  Through  Dec  27.  Aurora  Theatre 
Company  rocks  the  holiday  season  in  the  style  of 
1960’s  girl  groups. 

The  Stone  Wife  Berkeley  City  Club.  2315  Durant, 
Berk;  730-2901.  $15-$20.  Opens  Fri/11.  Runs  Fri- 
Sat,  8pm;  Sun,  6pm.  Through  Dec  20.  The  Berkeley 
City  Club  presents  this  award-winning  play  written 
and  directed  by  Helen  Pau. 

ONGOING 


Beautiful  Thing  New  Conservatory  Theatre 
Center,  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972.  $22-40.  Wed-Sat, 
8pm;  Sun,  2pm.  Through  Jan  3.  New  Conservatory 
Theatre  Center  performs  Jonathan  Harvey’s  story 
of  romance  between  two  London  teens. 

Better  Homes  and  Ammo  (a  post  apocalyptic 
suburban  tale)  EXIT  Stage  Left,  156  Eddy;  www. 
brownpapertickets.com/event/86070.  $15-$19. 
Thurs-Sat,  8pm.  Through  Dec  19.  No  Nude  Men 
Productions  presents  the  end-of-the-world  pre¬ 
miere  of  sketchy  comedy  veteran  Wylie  Herman’s 
first  full  length  play. 

The  Bright  River  Climate  Theater,  285  9th  St; 

(800)  838-3006,  thebrightriver.com.  $15-$25. 

Runs  Thurs-Sat,  8pm;  Sun,  7pm.  Through  Dec  27. 
Climate  presents  this  mesmerizing  hip-hop  retell¬ 
ing  of  Dante’s  Inferno  by  Tim  Brarsky. 

A  Christmas  Carol  American  Conservatory 
Theater.  415  Geary;  749-2228.  www.act-sf.org. 
$14-$102.  Days  and  times  vary.  Through  Dec  27. 
A.C.T.  presents  the  sparkling,  music-infused  cel¬ 
ebration  of  goodwill  by  Charles  Dickens. 

Cotton  Patch  Gospel  Next  Stage.  1620  Gough; 
(800)  838-3006.  www.custommade.org.  $10- 
$28.  Thurs-Sat,  8pm;  Sun,  7pm.  Through  Dec  19. 
Custom  Made  presents  Harry  Chapin’s  progres¬ 
sive  and  musically  joyous  look  at  the  Jesus  story 
through  a  modern  lens. 

m  East  14th  Marsh,  1062  Valencia;  1-800-838- 
3006.  www.themarsh.org.  $20-35.  Fri.  9pm; 
Sat,  8:30pm.  Through  Dec  19.  Don  Reed’s  solo 
play  returns  the  Bay  Area  native  to  the  place  of  his 
vibrant,  physically  dynamic,  consistently  hilarious 
coming-of-age  story,  set  in  1970s  Oakland.  (Avila) 

I  Heart  Hamas:  And  Other  Things  I’m  Afraid  to 
Tell  You  Off  Market  Theaters,  965  Mission;  www. 
ihearthamas.com.  $20.  Thurs/10  and  Sat/12, 

8pm.  Jennifer  Jajeh’s  play  is  decidedly  not  a  his¬ 
tory  lesson  on  the  colonial  project  known  as  "the 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict"  or.  for  that  matter, 
Hamas.  But  as  the  laudably  mischievous  title  sug¬ 
gests.  Jajeh  fe  out  to  upset  some  staid  opinions, 
stereotypes  and  confusions  that  carry  increas¬ 
ingly  significant  moral  and  political  consequences 
for  us  all.  (Avila) 

I  «-Heart4  SF  South  of  Market  home  stage,  505 
Natoma;  (800)  838-3006,  www.boxcartheatre. 
org.  Thurs-Sat.  8pm.  Through  Dec  19.  Boxcar 
Theatre  presents  an  improvised  unabashed  stage 
poem  to  all  things  San  Francisco. 

Jubilee  Eureka  Theatre,  215  Jackson;  255-8207, 
www.42ndstmoon.org.  $34-$44.  Wed/9. 7pm; 
Thurs/10-Fri/ll,  8pm;  Sat/12, 6pm;  Sun/13, 

3pm.  42nd  Street  Moon  presents  this  tune-filled 
1935  musical  spoof  of  royalty,  revolution,  and 
ribald  rivalries. 

Let  It  Snow!  SF  Playhouse  Stage  2, 533  Sutter; 
677-9596,  www.sfplayhouse.org.  $8-$20.  Thurs- 
Fri,  8pm;  Sat,  3  and  8pm.  Through  Dec  19.  The 
Un-scripted  Theater  Company  lovingly  presents 
an  entirely  new  musical  every  night  based  on  audi¬ 
ence  participation. 

The  Life  of  Brian  Dark  Room  Theater.  2263 
Mission;  401-7987,  darkroomsf.com.  $20.  Fri-Sat, 
8pm.  Through  Dec  19.  The  Dark  Room  Theater 
presents  a  movie  parody  turned  into  a  theatrical 


Darby  Gould,  Carol  Bozzio  Littleton,  and  Katie  Guthorn  (L  to  R) 
perform  Christmas  music  as  the  Coverlettes  through  Dec.  27. 


Stage  listings  are  compiled  by  Molly  Freedenberg. 
Performance  times  may  change;  call  venues  to 
confirm.  Reviewers  are  Robert  Avila,  Rita  Felciano, 
and  Nicole  Gluckstern.  Submit  items  for  the  list¬ 
ings  at  listings@sfbg.com.  For  further,  information 
on  how  to  submit  items  for  the  listings,  see  Picks. 
For  the  complete  listings,  go  to  www.sfbg.com. 

THEATER 


OPENING 


The  39  Steps  Curran  Theater,  1192  Market;  551- 
2020,  www.shnsf.com.  $35-$80.  Previews  Wed/9. 
Runs  Tues,  8pm;  Wed,  2  and  8pm;  Thurs,  8pm;  Fri, 
-Sat,  2  and  8pm;  Sun,  2pm.  Through  Jan  3.  The 
SHN  Best  of  Broadway  series  kicks  off  with  Alfred 
Hitchcock's  Tony  Award-winning  whodunit  comedy. 
Cinderella  African  American  Art  and  Culture 
Complex,  762  Fulton;  (800)  8383-3006,  www. 
african-americanshakes.org.  $20-$30.  Previews 
Thurs/10.  Opens  Fri/11.  Runs  Sat/13, 3  and  8pm; 
Sun.  3pm;  Dec  19, 8pm.  Through  Dec  27.  The 
African-American  Shakespeare  Company  presents 
an  enchanting  production  of  the  classic  fairytale, 
re-set  on  the  bayous  of  Louisiana. 


“Enchanting” 

-londc/n  evening  standa'% 

“Unforgettable” 


CONCEIVED  AND  DIRECTED  BY 
VICTORIA  THIERREE  CHAPLIN 

NOW-JANUARY  24 


Tickets  $33+ 

Under  30?  Va-price! 
Call  510647-2949 
Click  berkeleyrep.org 


Season  Sponsors 


©  Berkeley  Rep 


parody. 

E  Loveland  The  Marsh,  1074  Valencia; 

826-5750,  www.themarsh.org.  $15-$50. 
Thurs/10, 8pm;  Sat/12, 5pm.  Los  Angeles-based 
writer-performer  Ann  Randolph  returns  to  fhe 
Marsh  with  a  new  solo  play  partly  developed 
during  last  year’s  Marsh  run  of  her  memorable 
Squeeze  Box.  (Avila) 

Ovo  Grand  Chapiteau.  AT&T  Park;  (800)  450-1480. 
www.cirquedusoleil.com.  $45.50-$135.  Tues- 
Thurs,  8pm;  Fri-Sat,  4  and  8pm;  Sun.  1  and  5pm. 
Through  Jan  24.  The  U.S.  premiere  of  Cirque  du 
Soleil’s  latest  extravaganza,  written  and  directed 
by  Deborah  Colker,  dependably  sports  several  fine 
acts  enmeshed  in  a  visually  buzzing  insect  theme. 
Highlights  include  a  delighting  set  of  juggling  ants, 
twirling  huge  wedges  of  kiwi  with  their  synchro¬ 
nized  tootsies,  very  adorable  and  almost  unbeliev¬ 
ably  deft;  a  mesmerizing  and  freely  romantic  air¬ 
borne  “Spanish  Web"  duet;  and  a  spider  traversing 
a  “slackwire"  web  with  jaw-dropping  strength,  bal¬ 
ance  and  agility.  The  whisper-thjn  plot,  thin  even  by 
Cirque  standards,  is  nearly  summed  up  in  the  title 
(Portuguese  for  “egg”).  A  very  large  “ovo"  takes  up 
most  of  the  stage  as  the  audience  enters  the  tent. 
This  is  miraculously  replaced  in  a  flash  by  a  smaller, 
though  still  ample  one  lugged  •around  by  one  of 
three  clowns  (by  the  standards  of  past  years,  not  a 
very  inspired  or  absorbing  bunch  these  three),  and 
then  snatched  away  amid  a  throng  of  insect  types. 
An  endoplasmic  reticulum,  or  something,  hovers 
a  floor  or  two  high  toward  the  back  of  the  stage, 
where  the  live  band  churns  the  familiar  trans- 
inducing  Euro-beats.  The  baseline  entertainment 
value  is  solid,  though  the  usual  high  jinx  and  overall 
charm  are  at  somewhat  lower  ebb  compared  with 
recent  years.  (Avila) 

Pearls  Over  Shanghai  Hypnodrome.  575  Tenth 
St.;  1-800-838-3006,  www.thrillpeddlers.com. 
$30-69.  Sat.  8pm;  Sun,  7pm.  Through  Jan  23. 
Thrillpeddlers  presents  this  revival  of  the  legend¬ 
ary  Cockettes’  1970  musical  extravaganza. 

Pulp  Scripture  Off  Market  Theater,  965  Mission; 
www.pulpscripture.com.  $20.  Sat/12. 10:30pm; 
Sun/13, 4pm.  Original  Sin  Productions  and 
PianoFight  bring  the  bad  side  of  the  Good  Book 
back  to  live  in  William  Bivins’  comedy. 

Rabbi  Sam  The  Marsh.  1062  Valencia;  (800)  838- 
3006.  www.themarsh.org.  $25-$50.  Sat/12. 8pm. 
Charlie  Varons’  runaway  hit  show  returns  to  the 
Marsh. 

“ReOrient  2009"  Thick  House,  1695  18th  St; 
626-4061.  www.goldenthread.org.  $12-$25. 
Thurs/10-Sat/12, 8pm;  Sun/13. 5pm.  Golden 
Thread  Productions  celebrates  the  tenth  anni¬ 
versary  of  its  festival  of  short  plays  exploring  the 
Middle  East. 

Santaland  Diaries  Off  Market  Theater.  965 
Mission;  (800)  838-3006,  www.brownpaper- 
tickets.com/event/89315.  $25.  Mon-Sun.  8  and 
10pm.  Through  Dec  30.  Combined  Artform  and 
Beck-n-Call  present  the  annual  production  of 
David  Sedaris’  story,  starring  John  Michael  Beck 
and  David  Sinaiko. 

She  Stoops  to  Comedy  SF  Playhouse,  533  Sutter; 
677-9596,  www.sfplayhouse.org.  $30-$40.  Tues, 
7pm;  Wed-Fri,  8pm;  Sat.  3  and  8pm.  Through  Jan 
9.  SF  Playhouse  continues  their  seventh  season 
with  the  Bay  Area  premiere  of  David  Greenspan’s 
gender-bending  romp. 

Who’s  Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf?  Actors  Theatre 
of  SF,  855  Bush;  345-1287.  www.actorstheatresf. 
org.  $26-$4Q.  Thurs-Sat,  8pm;  Sun,  2pm.  Through 
Dec  19.  Thanks  to  George  and  Martha’s  menacing 
intensity,  and  self-immolating  love,  this  Virginia 
Woolf  does  not  fail  to  hold  the  attentions  of  its 
audience  captive,  despite  being  a  grueling  (though 
never  tedious)  three-and-a-half  hours  long. 
(Gluckstern) 

BAY  AREA 

Rl  FAT  PIG  Aurora  Theatre.  2081  Addison,  Berk; 

(510)  843-4822,  auroratheatre.org.  $15-$55. 
Wed/9-Sat/12, 8pm;  Sun/13. 2  and  7pm.  The 
subject  of  Neil  LaBute’s  fine,  deceptively  straight¬ 
forward  play  is  human  frailty.  (Avila) 

m  Large  Animal  Games  La  Val's  Subterranean, 
1834  Euclid.  Berk;  www.impacttheatre.com. 
$10-20.  Thurs/10-Sat/12, 8pm.  Impact  Theatre 
co-presents  (with  Atlanta's  Dad's  Garage>the 
world  premiere  of  a  new  play  by  Atlanta-based 
Steve  Yockey.  (Avila) 

“Shakes  ‘Super’  Intensive  +  Bronte  Series” 

Berkeley  Unitarian  Fellowship.  1924  Cedar, 

Berk;  (510)  275-3871.  $8.  Mon/14, 7:30pm. 
Subterranean  Shakespeare  presents  weekly 
staged  readings  of  classic  Shakespeare  plays, 
followed  by  a  staged  reading  of  Jon  O’Keefe’s 
complete  play  about  the  Bronte  sisters, 
rn  The  Threepenny  Opera  Ashby  Stage.  1901 
■"  Ashby.  Berk;  www.shotgunplayers.org.  $18- 
$30.  Thurs-Sat.  8pm;  Sun,  5pm.  Through  Jan  17. 
Wednesday  performances  begin  Jan  6.  Shotgun 
Players  present  Bertolt  Brecht’s  beggar’s  opera. 

SFBG 
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EVENT  LISTINGS 


It’s  retro  in  a  glass  at  the  California  Historical  Society’s  Historic 
Libations  event  Thurs/10,  so  as  my  great  Aunt  Carmella  says, 
“Get  feelin’  good,  but  don’t  get  drunk.” 


Events  listings  are  compiled  by  Paula  Connelly. 
Submit  items  for  the  listings  at  listings@sfbg. 
com.  For  further  information  on  how  to  submit 
items  for  the  listings,  see  Picks. 

WEDNESDAY  9 

Celebrating  Greenaction  Greenaction,  Suite 
712. 1095  Market.  SF;  (415)  248-5010. 

5:30pm.  donations  appreciated.  Celebrate  12 
years  of  fighting  for  environmental  justice  with 
Greenaction  at  this  party  to  honor  community 
leaders  and  environmentally  progressive  San 
Francisco  Supervisors. 

THURSDAY  10 

Glass  of  Water  Modern  Times  Bookstore.  888 
Valencia.  SF;  (415)  282-9246.  7pm.  free.  Hear 
Chicano  poet,  writer,  and  activist  discuss  his 
first  novel,  A  Glass  of  Water. 

Good  Vibes  Personal  Shoppers  Good 
Vibrations,  1620  Polk,  SF;  (415)  345-0400,  and 
603  Valencia.  SF;  (415)  522-5460.  Thurs.-Sat. 
6-9pm,  free.  Heat  up  the  holidays  and  let  the 
Good  Vibrations  on-hand  experts  help  you  pick 
out  the  perfect  gift  for  everyone  on  your  list, 
with  complimentary  wine  and  chocolates  to  get 
you  in  the  mood. 

Historic  Libations  California  Historical  Society 
Museum.  678  Mission,  SF;  (415)  357-1848. 
6pm,  $50.  Try  some  historic  cocktails,  like  the 
Boothby,  Martinez,  Gibson,  or  Pisco  Sour,  while 
learning  about  the  history  of  mixed  drinks 
and  sampling  hors  d’oeurves.  Guests  receive 
a  complimentary  copy  of  Anchor  Distilling  Co. 
new  edition  of  Cocktail  Boothby's  American 
Bartender. 

SF  Wine  Showcase  Crushpad,  2573  3rd  St., 

SF;  www.sfwineassociation.com.  5:30pm,  $25. 
Enjoy  tastings  from  20  boutique  wineries  that 
are  part  of  the  San  Francisco  Wine  Association 
and  find  out  what  it  means  to  be  a  high-end 
urban  winery. 

FRIDAY  11 

Roots  of  Resistance  Intertribal  Friendship 
House.  523  International,  Oak.;  (510)  836- 
1955.  7pm,  donations  welcome.  Attend  this 
cultural  holiday  market  and  showcase  of  local 
artisans  and  enjoy  art,  performances,  dance, 
drum,  food,  and  solidarity. 

SATURDAY  12 

Bazaar  Bizarre  San  Francisco  County  Fair 
Building,  Golden  Gate  Park,  SF;  (415)  519- 
8527.  Sat.-Sun.  Noon-6pm.  $2.  Attend  this 
indie  craft  show  featuring  artists  and  design¬ 
ers  from  across  the  country  showcasing  their 
DIY.  hand-made  goods.  Half  the  proceeds  from 
the  door  go  to  benefit  San  Francisco  Arts 
Education  programs. 

Holiday  Leather  Brunch  Edge  Bar,  4149  18th 
St.,  SF;  (415)  867-5004. 11am,  $20.  Enjoy  . 
bottomless  mimosas,  bloody  marys,  food, 
entertainment,  and  an  auction  at  this  13th 
annual  leather  brunch  to  benefit  the  Positive 
Resource  Center. 


BAY  AREA 

Gay  Elephants  Humanist  Hall.  390  27th  St., 
Oak.;  (510)  681-  9740.  6pm.  $10.  Check  out 
this  Ganesha  Gala  and  learn  to  wear  a  Sari  from 
a  drag  queen,  take  a  Bollywood  dance  les¬ 
son,  discuss  ways  to  travel  in  India  gayly.  see 
Indian  movies  and  more.  Proceeds  go  to  Jhilik, 
a  school  for  tribal  kids  in  India  affiliated  with 
Swanirvar. 

Latkes  and  Beer  Saul's  Restaurant  and  Deli, 
1475  Shattuck.  Berk.;  (510)  848-DELI.  Sat.- 
Sun.  11am,  free.  Take  home  latkes  by  the 
dozen  or  just  nosh  on  some  of  these  authentic 
potato  pancakes  while  enjoying  local  micro- 
brews. 

Palestinian  Crafts  Sale  St.  John's  Church.  2727 
College.  Berk.;  www.mecaforpeace.org.  Noon, 
free.  Help  support  the  Middle  East  Children's 
Alliance  while  enjoying  Middle  Eastern  food  and 
music  and  shopping  for  Palestinian  embroidery, 
hand-blown  glassware,  ceramics,  olive  oil,  tex¬ 
tiles,  and  more. 

Telegraph  Holiday  Fair  Telegraph  between 
Bancroft  and  Dwight,  Berk;  www.telegraphfair. 
com.  Sat.-  Sun.  llam-6pm,  free.  Join  in  the 
community  cheer  at  this  holiday  street  fair  fea¬ 
turing  fine  art  and  gift  items  made  by  Northern 
California  artists,  music,  and  food  vendors.  Fair 
will  continue  Dec.  19-20,  and  Dec.  23-24. 

SUNDAY  13 

Perez  Hilton  Borders,  400  Post,  SF;  (415) 
399-1633.  2pm,  free.  Get  your  brand  new 
autographed  copy  of  Perez  Hilton's  new  book 
Perez  Hilton's  True  Bloggywood  Stories,  which 
includes  the  best  gossip  of  2009,  celebrity 
interviews,  and  “Perezzie"  awards.  Paparazzi 
encouraged. 

Kimochi’s  Silver  Bells  St.  Mary’s  Cathedral. 
1111  Gough.  SF;  (415)  931-2294.  lOam.^ee. 
Help  support  Kimochi's  programs  and  services 
for  seniors  at  this  unique,  budget-friendly 
Asian  and  Pacific  Island  inspired  arts  and 
crafts  fair  featuring  jewelry,  stationary,  orna¬ 
ments,  artwork,  candles,  and  more. 

MONDAY  14 

Doctors  Without  Borders  Century  9  San 
Francisco  Centre.  5th  floor,  845  Market,  SF; 
(415)  538-8422.  8pm,  $15.  Get  a  first  hand 
look  at  the  field  operations  of  Doctors  Without 
Borders,  a  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winning  organiza¬ 
tion,  in  this  documentary  that  follows  frontline 
aid  workers  to  the  war-torn  Congo  and  post¬ 
conflict  Liberia.  This  one  night  only  screening 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  satellite  broadcasted 
live  panel  discussion  with  workers  and  journal¬ 
ists,  moderated  by  Elizabeth  Vargas. 

TUESDAY  15 

Eating  to  Save  the  Earth  San  Francisco  Public 
Library,  100  Larkin,  SF;  (415)  557-4400.  6pm, 
free.  Join  Linda  Riebel,  author  of  Eating  to  Save 
the  Earth:  Food  Choices  for  a  Healthy  Planet3A 
in  a  lively  discussion  on  the  ways  omnivores, 
vegetarians,  singles,  and  families  can  make 
environmentally  responsible  food  choices,  sfbg 


“TBe  most  amazing  theater 
show  you'll  see  ail  yearr  -  law  Mr 


"—li  Barshu 


December  3-27. 2009  a  ana  nenr 
January  8  -  February  2S.  2010  ai  Brava  neater  CeKer* 


tealurino  Kfillill  CGMBS  Broun  Fellinis 
HIGH  KGlIII  fflam  Grouiden  band 
CarlOS  AgUirrG  Felonious 

Oirected  by  J6SSiC3  H6i(lt 


"Hits  inspired  pbraslag  flows  brightly  like  tit  riier  seiarabig  tts  nr#  irn  Or  mr-  ki  mu  m 


thebrlghtriuer.com 


Improv 

Classes 

at  every  level 

If  there  ever  was  a  place  to  learn 
how  to  think  on  your  feet  -  and 
have  a  blast  doing  it  -  it  is  Pan 
Theater.  It  doesn't  matter  if  you 
are  a  complete  novice,  or  an 
advanced  performer.  At  Pan 
you  will  find  a  class  that 
fits  your  needs. 

To  learn  more,  visit 

pantheater.com 

or  call 

415-724-2433 
for  upcoming  classes. 

Pan  Theater 

Where  Neurons  Fire  Faster 

One  block  from  BART  in 
Uptown  Oakland 


Come 

Play 

Learn  to  Rock 
Join  a  Band 


Rock  •  Pop  •  Folk  •  Blues  •  Jazz 

BLUE  t  BEAR 

SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 

AT  FORT  MASON  CENTER 

Beginner  to  Advanced 

Voice  •  Guitar  •  Bass 

Piano  •  Drums  •  Horns 

New  "Little  Bears  Music  Program" 

Register  Now 

415-673-3600 

www.bluebearmusic.org 


Mark  Morris  Dance  Group 

Berkeley  Symphony  Orchestra,  Robert  Cole,  conductor 
Children  of  the  Piedmont  Children's  Choirs,  Robert  Geary,  director 
Dec  11-20 

Zellerbach  Hall  Tickets  start  at  $36 

Ages  1  &  and  under  Half-Price  for  Dec  11,  17,  &  18  performances. 

Tell  Tchaikovsky  the  news— one  of  the  Bay  Area's  most  beloved  traditions 
is  home  for  the  holidays!  Mark  Morris'  whimsical  and  warmhearted 
masterpiece  returns  with  performances  that  are  "seriously  entertaining, 
gorgeously  danced,  and  improbably  touching"  (San  Francisco  Chronicle).  . 


It’S  hip. 

it's  hilarious, 
it’s  utterly 
enchanting, 
it’s  not  your 
average 
Nutcracker. 


Order  Now  For  The  Best  Seats! 


Ticket  Office  Zellerbach  Hall 
Tue-Fri  12  noon  -  5:30  pm 
Sat-Sun  1  pm  -  5  pm 


Order  Online 

www.calperformances.org 


Charge  by  Phone 
510.642.9988 


Performance 

Sponsor  Bank  of  America 


Groups  of  10  or 
more  save  15% 


Season  Media 

Sponsor  T02J^KDFC 


Sponsor 
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FILM  LISTINGS 


Get  Your  Movie  Times  On  The  Go 

The  Guardian  goes  mobile!  Get  your  movie  times  on  the  go  for  free! 
Text  Message  SFBG  and  your  ZIP  CODE  to  43KIX  (43549)! 

anywhere  •  any  movie  -  always  free'  r  i  0  °n 

com  GUARDIAN  St  forty  three  kix  o 


San  Francisco  Film  Society 
Fall  Season 

KINOTEK: 

CATHERINE 

GALASSO 


LIGHTNING  NEVER 
STRIKES  THE  SAME 
PLACE  TWICE 

A  live  dance/theater/ 
video  performance  that 
surveys  the  life  of  a  man 
struck  by  lightning 
seven  times 


12-13  DEC 


SOMArts  Cultural  Center 
Tickets  sffs.org 


WILLY  WONKA  &  the  CHOCOLATE  FACTORY 
Friday  December  18,  8pm 

Roald  Dahl’s  classic  book  is  brought  to  life  in  this  colorful  story 
starring  Gene  Wilder  as  Willy  Wonka,  who  offers  five  lucky 
children  the  chance  to  tour  his  mysterious  chocolate  candy  factory. 
Paramount  Movie  Classics  include  live  Wurlitzer  organ  serenade, 
Dec-O-Win  raffle,  newsreel,  cartoon,  and  previews.  Doors  open  at  7pm. 
Admission  ONLY  $5  -  ticketmaster.com  or  call  800-745-3000 


Muumoum  tjiutm 


202E  JliOflDWf),  OMflND  C104CE-G400 


NOW  PLAYING 


CHECK  LOCAL  LISTINGS  FOR  THEATERS  AND  SH0WTIMES 

SORRY,  NO  PASSES  ACCEPTED  FOR  THIS  ENGAGEMENT 
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Clint  Eastwood’s  Invictus,  out  Fri/11,  stars  Morgan  Freeman  as 
Nelson  Mandela  and  Matt  Damon  as  rugby  star  Francois  Pienaar. 


Film  listings  are  edited  by  Cheryl  Eddy. 
Reviewers  are  Kimberly  Chun,  Michelle 
Devereaux,  Max  Goldberg,  Dennis  Harvey. 
Johnny  Ray  Huston,  Louis  Peitzman,  Lynn 
Rapoport,  Ben  Richardson,  Matt  Sussman,  and 
Laura  Swanbeck.  The  film  intern  is  Fernando 
F.  Croce.  For  rep  house  showtimes,  see  Rep 
Clock.  For  first-run  showtimes,  see  Movie 
Guide. 

OPENING 


Invictus  Elected  President  of  South  Africa  in 
1995  —  just  five  years' after  his  release  from 
nearly  three  decades’  imprisonment  —  Nelson 
Mandela  (Morgan  Freeman)  perceives  a  chance 
to  forward  his  message  of  reconciliation  and 
forgiveness  by  throwing  support  behind  the 
low-ranked  national  rugby  team.  Trouble  is, 
the  Springboks  are  currently  low-ranked,  with 
the  World  Cup  a  very  faint  hope  just  one  year 
away.  Not  to  mention  the  fact  that  despite 
having  one  black  member,  they  represent  the 
all-too-recent  Apartheid  past  for  the  country’s 
non-white  majority.  Based  on  John  Carlin’s 
nonfiction  tome,  this  latest  Oscar  bait  by  the 
indefatigable  Clint  Eastwood  sports  his  usual 
plusses  and  minuses:  An  impressive  scale. 
soli<j  performances  (Matt  Damon  co-stars  as 
the  team’s  Afrikaaner  captain),  deft  handling 
of  subplots,  and  solid  craftsmanship  on  the 
one  hand.  A  certain  dull  literal-minded  ear¬ 
nestness,  lack  of  style  and  excitement  on  the 
other.  Anthony  Peckham’s  screenplay  hits  the 
requisite  inspirational  notes  (sometimes  pretty 
bluntly),  but  even  in  the  attenuated  finals 
match.  Eastwood’s  direction  is  steady  as  she 
goes*-  no  peaks,  no  valleys,  no  faults  but  not 
much  inspiration,  either.  It  doesn’t  help  that 
Kyle  Eastwood  and  Michael  Stevens  contribute 
a  score  that’s  as  rousing  as  a  warm  milk  bath. 
This  is  an  entertaining  history  lesson,  but  it 
should  have  been  an  exhilarating  one.  (2:14) 
Sundance  Kabuki.  (Harvey) 

Me  and  Orson  Welles  See  "Citizen  Welles.” 
(1:54) 

mThe  Princess  and  the  Frog  Expectations 
run  high  for  The  Princess  and  the  Frog: 
it’s  the  first  Disney  film  to  feature  an  African 
American  princess,  the  first  2D  Disney  car¬ 
toon  since  the  regrettable  Home  on  the  Range 
(2004),  and  the  latest  entry  from  the  writ¬ 
ing-directing  team  responsible  for  The  Little 
Mermaid  (1989)  and  Aladdin  (1992).  Here’s 
the  real  surprise  —  The  Princess  and  the  Frog 
not  only  meets  those  expectations,  it  exceeds 
them.  After  years  of  disappointment,  many  of 
us  have  given  up  hope  on  another  classic  entry 
into  the  Disney  2D  animation  canon.  And  yet. 
The  Princess  and  the  Frog  is  up  there  with  the 
greats,  full  of  catchy  songs,  gorgeous  anima¬ 
tion,  and  memorable  characters.  Set  in  New 
Orleans,  the  story  is  a  take  off  on  the  Frog 
Prince  fairy  tale.  Here,  the  voodoo-cursed 
Prince  Naveen  kisses  waitress  Tiana  instead 
—  transferring  his  froggy  plight  to  her  as  well. 
A  fun  twist,  and  a  positive  message:  wishing 
is  great,  but  it  takes  hard  work  to  make  your 
dreams  come  true.  For  those  of  us  raised  on 


classic  Disney,  The  Princess  and  the  Frog  is 
almost  too  good  to  believe.  (1:37)  Shattuck. 
(Peitzman) 

□  The  Private  Lives  of  Pippa  Lee  See  “Life 
Out  of  Balance.”  (1:40)  Albany,  Bridge, 

Smith  Rafael. 

A  Single  Man  Tom  Ford  directs  Colin  Firth  and 
Julianne  Moore  in  this  1960s-set  tale  of  a  man 
mourning  the  death  of  his  longtime  partner. 
(1:39)  Sundance  Kabuki. 

Uncertainty  A  knocked-up  girl  (Lynn  Collins) 
and  a  guy  with  a  coin  in  his  pocket  (Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt)  stand  on  the  Brooklyn  Bridge, 
circle  the  issue,  flip  the  coin,  then  bolt  in  oppo¬ 
site  directions.  The  coin  was  clearly  purchased 
in  some  dusty,  mysterious  Chinatown  magic 
shop  from  a  loopy-seeming  octogenarian 
codger,  because  at  each  end  of  the  bridge,  the 
pair  reunite  for  two  24-hour  bouts  of  the  title's 
psychological  state  that  unspool  side  by  side  in 
time  but  diverge  in  mood  and  pace  and  genre: 
on  the  Brooklyn  side,  we  get  a  slow-paced 
family  drama;  in  Manhattan,  a  pulse-raising 
action-thriller.  In  other  words,  a  monument,  a 
monumental  decision,  and  a  premise  spun  out 
of  such  pure  and  visible  artifice  that  it  seems 
unlikely  to  translate  into  absorbing  filmmak¬ 
ing.  It  does,  though,  somehow,  in  the  hands 
of  writer-directors  Scott  McGehee  and  David 
Siegel  (20051s  Bee  Season,  2001’s  The  Deep 
End),  who  adroitly  move  Uncertainty’s  central 
characters  through  familial  scenes  weighted 
down  by  quiet  grief,  strife,  love,  and  worry  and 
through  the  more  heightened  anxiety  of  chase 
and  gunplay  and  ceaseless  surveillance.  While 
the  framework  remains  a  distracting  fact, 
something  constructed  while  we  watched  and 
then  imposed  on  us.  the  film,  heavily  impro¬ 
vised,  is  carefully  edited  to  guide  us  without 
tripping  between  the  two  threads  of  story.  And 
in  each  —  in  what  is  becoming  a  pleasurable 
habit  —  we  watch  Gordon-Levitt  bring  texture 
and  depth  to  the  smallest  moments  in  a  con¬ 
versation  or  scene.  (1:45)  Roxie.  (Rapoport) 

ONGOING 


Armored  (1:28)  1000  Van  Ness,  Shattuck. 

□  Bad  Lieutenant:  Port  of  Call  New  Orleans 

(2:01)  Shattuck.  Smith  Rafael. 

The  Blind  Side  (2:06)  1000  Van  Ness,  Sundance 
Kabuki. 

Brothers  There’s  nothing  particularly  original 
about  Brothers  —  first,  because  it’s  based 
on  a  Danish  film  of  the  same  name,  and 
second,  because  sibling  rivalry  is  one  of  the 
oldest  stories  in  the  book.  The  story  is  fairly 
straightforward:  good  brother  (Tobey  Maguire) 
goes  AWOL  in  Afghanistan,  bad  brother  (Jake 
Gyllenhaal)  comforts  his  sister-in  law  (Natalie 
Portman),  attraction  develops,  but  then  —  and 
here’s  where  things  get  awkward  —  good 
brother  comes  home.  Throughout  much  of 
Brothers,  the  script  is  surprisingly  restrained, 
holding  the  film  back  from  Movie  of  the  Week 
territory.  Those  moments  of  subtlety  are  the 
movie’s  strongest,  but  by  the  end  they’ve  given 

CONTINUES  ON  PAGE  40  » 
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One  lucky  grand  prize  winner 
will  receive  the  "royal  treatment 
with  a  gift  package  courtesy  of 


BlueTurtleSpa 


wsc. 


APPARITION 


DISCOVER  WHO  THE 
YOUNG  VICTORIA  WAS 
BEFORE  SHE  BECAME  QUEEN. 


Enter-to-win  a  pass 
good  for  two  to  see 
the  film  during  it's 
Bay  Area  theatrical  run! 

To  enter,  send  an  email  to 
promos@sfbg.com 
and  tell  us  the  name  of  the 
historic  building  in  San  Francisco's 
Haight  Ashbury  District  which  serves 
as  a  bed  and  breakfast  and  whose 
18  rooms,  each  have  a  unique  design. 
Make  sure  to  put  "SFBG  VIC" 
in  the  subject  line  and  to  include 
your  name  and  mailing  address. 


GUARDIAN 

Deadline  for  entries  is  Wednesday,  December  16,  2009. 

Must  be  18  or  older  to  enter.  No  purchase  necessary  to  enter  contest.  One 
entry  per  person/household.  Late  and  duplicate  entries  will  be  disqualified. 
Passes,  each  good  for  two  people,  are  in  limited  supply  and  available  while 
supplies  last.  Winners  picked  by  random  drawing  of  all  valid  entries 
received  by  deadline  and  notified  by  email/mail. 

This  film  is  rated  PG.  Run-of-engagement  passes  received  through  this  promotion  do  not  guarantee  admission  to  the  theatre.  Seating  is  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis.  Theatre  is  open  to  paying  customers.  All  federal,  state  and  local  regulations  apply.  A 
recipient  of  tickets  assumes  any  and  all  risks  related  to  use  of  ticket  and  accepts  any  restrictions  required  by  ticket  provider.  Apparition.  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian.  Blue  Turtle  Spa,  Random  House  Books.  Terry  Hines  &  Associates  and  their  affiliates  accept  no 
responsibility  or  liability  in  connection  with  any  loss  or  accident  incurred  in  connection  with  use  of  a  prize.  Tickets  cannot  be  exchanged,  transferred  or  redeemed  for  cash,  in  whole  or  in  part.  We  are  not  responsible  if.  for  any  reason,  winner  is  unable  to  use 
his/her  ticket  in  whole  or  in  part.  Not  responsible  for  lost;  delayed  or  misdirected  entries.  All  federal  and  local  taxes  are  the  responsibility  of  the  winner.  Void  where  prohibited  by  law. 
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AND  AROUND  THE  BAY  AREA  ON  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  25! 
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way  to  giant,  maudlin  explosions  of  angst, 
which  aren't  nearly  as  impressive.  Still,  the  act¬ 
ing  is  consistently  strong.  Maguire  is  especially 
good  as  Captain  Sam  Cahill  in  a  performance 
that  runs  the  gamut  from  doting  father  to 
terrifyingly  unbalanced.  It's  unfortunate  that 
the  quiet  scenes,  in  which  all  the  actors  excel, 
are  overshadowed  by  the  big.  plate-smashing 
ones.  (1:50)  1000  Van  Ness,  Shattuck,  Sundance 
Kabuki.  (Peitzman) 

m  Capitalism:  A  Love  Story  (2:07) 

Roxie. 

Christmas  with  Walt  Disney  (:59)  Walt  Disney 
Family  Museum. 

□  Collapse  (1:22)  S 
hattuck. 

La  Danse:  The  Paris  Opera  Ballet  (2:38)  Smith 
Rafael. 

Disney’s  A  Christmas  Carol  (1:36)  1000  Van 
Ness. 

EAn  Education  The  pursuit  of  knowledge 
—  both  carnal  and  cultural  —  are  at  the 


tender  core  of  this  end-of-innocence  valentine 
by  Danish  filmmaker  Lone  Scherfig  (who  first 
made  her  well-tempered  voice  heard  with 
her  2000  Dogme  entry,  Italian  for  Beginners), 
based  on  journalist  Lynn  Barber’s  memoir. 
Screenwriter  Nick  Hornby  breaks  further  with 
his  Peter  Pan  protagonists  with  this  adapta¬ 
tion:  no  man-boy  mopers  or  misfits  here. 
Rather,  16-year-old  schoolgirl  Jenny  (Carey 
Mulligan)  is  a  good  girl  and  ace  student.  It's 
1961,  and  England  is  only  starting  to  stir  from 
its  somber,  all-too-sober  post-war  slumber. 
The  carefully  cloistered  Jenny  is  on  track  for 
Oxford,  though  swinging  London  and  its  high- 
style  freedoms  beckon  just  around  the  corner. 
Ushering  in  those  freedoms  —  a  new,  more 
class-free  world  disorder  —  is  the  charm¬ 
ing  David  (Peter  Sarsgaard).  stopping  to  give 
Jenny  and  her  cello  a  ride  in  the  rain  and  soon 
proffering  concerts  and  late-night  suppers  in 
the  city.  He’s  a  sweet-faced,  feline  outsider: 
cultured,  Jewish,  and  given  to  playing  fast 
and  loose  in  the  margins  of  society.  David  can 
see  Jenny  for  the  gem  she  is  and  appreciate 
her  innocence  with  the  knowing  pleasure  of  a 
decadent  playing  all  the  angles.  The  stakes  are 


WINNER  BEST  ACTOR  COLIN  FIRTH  VENICE  FILM  FESTIVAL 
INDEPENDENT  SPIRIT  AWARDS  NOMINATIONS 


'RgfiiagStone 

“RAPTUROUS  AND  REMARKABLE. 

Colin  Firth  gives  the  performance  of  his  career  and  Julianne  Moore  is  explosively  good." 

Enlerlainwnt 

“SUFFUSED  WITH  BEAUTY. 

Tom  Ford  is  a  born  filmmaker  with  a  rapturous  eye.  Colin  Firth's  performance  is 
bound  to  win  attention  in  this  year's  Oscar  race.  Julianne  Moore  is  marvelous." 


TIME 

“THE  ROLE  OF  A  LIFETIME  FOR  COLIN  FIRTH. 

Don't  be  surprised  if  his  performance  earns  him  an  Oscar  nomination. 
Julianne  Moore  has  never  been  more  glamorous." 

-Richard  Corliss 

PLAYBOY 

“MAGNIFICENT! 

Tom  Ford  has  made  a  movie  of  beauty,  mystery,  assurance,  visual  dazzle  and 
emotional  resonance  with  a  breakout  Oscar  -worthy  performance  by  Colin  Firth. 

-Stephen  Rebello 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENTS  START  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  11 

LANDMARK'S  SUNDANCE  SORRY. 

EMBARCADERO  CENTER  CINEMA  KABUKI  CINEMAS  ACCEPTED  TOR 

San  Francisco  (415)  267-4893  San  Francisco  (415)  929-4650  TH,S  engagement 


COLIN  FIRTH  JULIANNE  MOORE 

A  SINGLE  MAN 

A  FILM  BY  TOM  FORD  „ 


www  oslnglemon  movie  com 


believably  high,  thanks  to  An  Education’s  care¬ 
ful  attention  to  time  and  place  and  its  gently 
glamored  performances.  Scherfig  revels  in  the 
smart,  easy-on-eye  curb  appeal  of  David  and 
his  friends  while  giving  a  nod  to  the  college- 
educated  empowerment  Jenny  risks  by  skip¬ 
ping  class  to  jet  to  Paris.  And  Mulligan  lends 
it  all  credence  by  letting  all  those  seduced, 
abandoned,  conflicted,  rebellious  feelings 
flicker  unbridled  across  her  face.  (1:35)  Albany, 
Piedmont.  (Chun) 

The  End  of  Poverty?  (1:46)  Four  Star. 
Everybody’s  Fine  (1:35)  1000  Van  Ness. 

m  Everything  Strange  and  New  (1:24) 

Roxie. 

□  Fantastic  Mr.  Fox  (1:27)  Empire,  1000  Van 
Ness,  SF  Center.  Sundance  Kabuki. 

The  Maid  (1:35)  Shattuck. 

The  Men  Who  Stare  at  Goats  (1:28)  Shattuck. 

□  The  Messenger  (1:45)  Shattuck,  Smith 
Rafael. 

Ninja  Assassin  (1:33)  1000  Van  Ness,  Shattuck. 
Old  Dogs  (1:28)  1000  Van  Ness. 

Pirate  Radio  (2:00)  Oaks,  Piedmont,  1000  Van 
Ness. 

Planet  51  (1:31)  Oaks.  1000  Van  Ness. 

□  Precious:  Based  on  the  Novel  Push  By 
Sapphire  This  gut-wrenching,  little- 
engine-that-could  of  a  film  shows  the  struggles 
of  Precious,  an  overweight,  illiterate  16-year- 
old  girl  from  Harlem.  Newcomer  Gabourey 
Sidibe  is  so  believably  vigilant  (she  was  only  15 
at  the  time  of  filming)  that  her  performance 
alone  could  bring  together  the  art-house  view¬ 
ers  as  well  as  take  the  Oscars  by  storm.  But 
people  need  to  actually  go  and  experience  this 


film.  While  Precious  did  win  Sundance's  Grand 
Jury  and  Audience  Award  awards  this  year, 
there  is  a  sad  possibility  that  filmgoers  will  fol¬ 
low  the  current  trend  of  "discussing”  films  that 
they’ve  actually  never  seen.  The  daring  casting 
choices  of  comedian  Mo'Nique  (as  Precious’ 
all-too-realistically  abusive  mother)  and  Mariah 
Carey  (brilliantly  understated  as  an  undaunted 
and  dedicated  social  counselor)  are  attempts 
to  attract  a  wider  audience,  but  cynics  can 
hurdle  just  about  anything  these  days.  What’s 
most  significant  about  this  Dancer  in  the  Dark- 
esque  chronicle  is  how  Damien  Paul’s  screen¬ 
play  and  director  Lee  Daniels  have  taken  their 
time  to  confront  the  most  difficult  moments 
in  Precious’  story  —  and  if  that  sounds  heavy- 
handed,  so  be  it.  Stop  blahging  for  a  moment 
and  let  this  movie  move  you.  (1:49)  SF  Center, 
Shattuck,  Sundance  Kabuki.  (Jesse  Hawthorne 
Ficks) 

Red  Cliff  (2:28)  Shattuck. 

The  Road  (1:53)  California,  Piedmont. 

mA  Serious  Man  (1:45) 

California.  Piedmont. 

2012  (2:40)  Empire,  California.  1000  Van  Ness. 
The  Twilight  Saga:  New  Moon  (2:10)  Empire, 
1000  Van.  Ness,  SF  Center,  Sundance  Kabuki. 

Up  in  the  Air  After  all  the  soldiers'  stories 
and  the  cannibalism  canards  of  late,  Up  in 
the  Air’s  focus  on  a  corporate  ax-man  —  an 
everyday  everyman  sniper  in  full-throttle 
downsizing  mode  —  is  more  than  timely;  it’s 
downright  eerie.  But  George  Clooney  does 
his  best  to  inject  likeable,  if  not  quite  soul¬ 
ful,  humanity  into  Ryan  Bingham,  an  all-pro 
mileage  collector  who  prides  himself  in  laying 


off  employees  en  masse  with  as  few  tears, 
tantrums,  and  murder-suicide  rages  as  pos¬ 
sible.  This  terminator’s  smooth  ride  from 
airport  terminal  to  terminal  is  interrupted  not 
only  by  a  possible  soul  mate,  fellow  smoothie 
and  corporate  traveler  Alex  (Vera  Farmiga), 
but  a  young  tech-savvy  upstart.  Natalie  (Anna 
Kendrick),  who  threatens  to  take  the  process 
to  new  reductionist  lows  (layoff  via  Web  cam) 
and  downsize  Ryan  along  the  way.  With  Up  in 
the  Air,  director  Jason  Reitman,  who  oversaw 
Thank  You  for  Smoking  (2005)  as  well  as  Juno 
(2007),  is  threatening  to  become  the  bard  of 
office  parks,  Casual  Fridays,  khaki-dad  happy 
hours,  and  fly-over  zones.  But  Up  in  the  Air 
is  no  Death  of  a  Salesman,  and  despite  some 
memorable  moments  that  capture  the  pain 
of  downsizing  and  the  flatness  of  real  life, 
instances  of  snappily  screwball  dialogue,  and 
some  more  than  solid  performances  by  all  (and 
in  particular,  Kendrick),  he  never  manages  to 
quite  sell  us  on  the  existence  of  Ryan’s  soul. 
(1:49)  SF  Center.  (Chun) 

□  William  Kunstler:  Disturbing  the  Universe 

(1:30)  Roxie.  sfbg 
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For  your  chance  to  receive 
two  complimentary  tickets, 
each  admits  one,  to  see 
SHERLOCK  HOLMES 
in  San  Francisco  tell  us 
the  name  of  the  oldest  mystery 
bookstore  in  the  United  States. 

(clue:  Guardian's  Best  of  the  Bay  2008 
winner  for  "Best  Master  of  Mysteries!") 

Send  your  answer  to 
promos@sfbg.com  with 
SHERLOCK  HOLMES 
in  the  subject  line. 

Entries  must  be  received  by  5pm. 
Tuesday,  December  15,  2009.  No  purchase 
necessary  to  enter  contest.  One  entry 
per  person/household/email,  duplicate  entries 
will  be  disqualified.  Passes-each  good 
for  two  people-are  in  limited  supply 
and  will  be  distributed  randomly 
by  mail  amongst  all  valid  entries. 
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THIS  FILM  IS  RATED  PG-13  for  intense  sequences  of  violence  and  action,  some  startling  images  and  a  scene  ot  suggestive  material. 
PARENTAL  GUIDANCE  IS  STRONGLY  SUGGESTED  FOR  CHILDREN  13  &  UNDER. 

PASSES  RECEIVED  THROUGH  THIS  PROMOTION  DO  NOT  GUARANTEE  ADMISSION  SEATING  IS  ON  A  FIRST  COME.  FIRST  SERVED  BASIS.  THEATRE  IS  0VERB00KE0  TO  ENSURE  A  FULL 
HOUSE.  No  one  will  be  admitted  without  a  ticket.  19  All  federal,  state  and  local  regulations  apply.  A  recipient  of  tickets  assumes  any  and  all  risks  related  to  use  ot  ticket  and  accepts  any  restrictions 
required  by  ticket  provider  Warner  Bros..  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian,  Terry  Hines  &  Associates  and  their  affiliates  accept  no  responsibility  or  liability  in  connection  with  any  loss  or  accident  incurred 
in  connection  with  use  ot  a  pnze.  Tickets  cannot  be  exchanged,  transferred  or  redeemed  for  cash,  in  whole  or  in  part.  We  are  not  responsible  if.  tor  any  reason,  winner  is  unable  to  use  his/her  ticket 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Not  responsible  for  lost;  delayed  of  misdirected  entries  All  federal  and  local  taxes  are  the  responsibility  of  the  winner  Void  where  prohibited  by  law  No  purchase  necessary 
Participating  sponsors  their  employees  and  family  members  and  their  agencies  are  not  eligible.  NO  PHONE  CALLS! 
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FILM  LISTINGS 


first  run  venues 

The  following  is  contact  information  for  Bay  Area 
first-run  theaters.  Please  go  to  sfbg.com  for  a 
complete  list  of  showtimes. 

Balboa  38th  Ave/Balboa.  221-8184,  www.bal- 
boamovies.com. 

Bridge  Geary/Blake.  267-4893. 

Century  Plaza  Noor  off  El  Camino,  South  SF.  (650) 
742-9200. 

Century  20  Junipero  Serra/John  Daly.  Daly  City. 
(650)994-7469. 

Clay  Fillmore/Clay.  267-4893. 

Embarcadero  Center  Cinema  1  Embarcadero 
Center,  promenade  level.  267-4893. 

Empire  West  Portal/Vicente.  661-2539. 

Four  Star  Clement/23rd  Ave.  666-3488. 

Kabuki  Cinema  Post/Fillmore.  929-4650. 

Lumiere  California/Polk.  267-4893. 

Marina  Theatre  2149  Chestnut,  www.fntsf.com/ 
marina_theatre 

Metreon  Fourth  St/Mission.  1-800-FANDANGO. 
Metro  Union/Webster.  931-1685. 

1000  Van  Ness  1000  Van  Ness.  1-800-231-3307. 
Opera  Plaza  Van  Ness/Golden  Gate.  267-4893. 
Presidio  2340  Chestnut.  776-2388. 

SF  Centre  Mission  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  sts. 
538-8422. 

Stonestown  19th  Ave/Winston.  221-8182. 

Vogue  Sacramento/Presidio.  221-8183. 

OAKLAND 

Grand  Lake  3200  Grand,  Oakl.  (510)  452-3556. 
Jack  London  Stadium  100  Washington,  Jack 
London  Square,  Oakl.  (510)  433-1320. 

Parkway  1834  Park,  Oakl.  (510)  814-2400. 
Piedmont  Piedmont/41st  St,  Oakl.  (510)  464- 
5980. 

BERKELEY  AREA 

Albany  1115  Solano,  Albany.  (510)  464-5980. 
AMC  Bay  Street  16  5614  Shellmound,  Emeryville. 
(510)  457-4262. 

California  Kittredge/Shattuck,  Berk.  (510)  464- 
5980. 

Cerrito  10070  San  Pablo.  El  Cerrito.  (510)  972- 
9102. 

Emery  Bay  6330  Christie,  Emeryville.  (510)  420- 
0107. 

Oaks  1875  Solano.  Berk.  (510)  526-1836. 

Orinda  4  Orinda  Theater  Square,  Orinda.  (510) 
254-9060. 

Rialto  Cinemas  Elmwood  2966  College  Ave.  at 
Ashby,  Berk.  (510)  433-9730. 

Shattuck  Cinemas  2230  Shattuck,  Berk.  (510) 
464-5980. 

UA  Berkeley  2274  Shattuck.  Berk.  (510)  843- 
1487.  SFBG 
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“A  TAUT,  SKILLFUL  EXERCISE  IN 
CINEMATIC  CLOCKWORK.” 

-Stephen  Holden,  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

“GRIPPING  TO  THE  END!” 


-David  Denby,  THE  NEW  YORKER 


ummr 

A  FILM  BY  SCOTT  McGEHEE  AND  DAW  SIEGEL  . 


iFC  Films 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  11™ 

ROXIE 


3117  16th  St,  San  Francisco  (415)863-1087 


Get  Your  Movie  Times  On  The  Go 


The  Guardian  goes  mobile!  Get  your  movie  times  on  the  go  for  free! 
Text  Message  SFBG  and  your  ZIP  CODE  to  43KIX  (43549)! 
anywhere  •  any  movie  •  always  free 


GUARDIAN  j  forty  three  kixQ0 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  GUARDIAN  ONLINE 


IT'S  YOUR 
GUARDIAN  NOW 


GENUINELY 

INSPIRING. 

‘INVICTUS’  IS  A 
MOVIE  THAT  MATTERS” 

-  TtojlingSume  - 


Peter  Travers 


“CLINT  EASTWOOD 
HAS  MADE  A  FILM  THAT’S 

GOOD  FOR  THE  SOUL.” 


is 


MORGAN  MATT 

FREEMAN  DAMON 


shim  bi  CUNT  EASTWOOD 


iiiAssiKuiiiaiiwiTHSPYGLASS  ENTERTAINMENT  aREvELATIONSihtehiaiiiueiii/MACE  NEUfELD  pboouhioii 


iHNMOnni  MORGAN  FREEMAN  HATTDAMD1  INVICTUS"  SS  MORGAN  FffiMAN  TIMMOQR 


■puKSSJONNiARlIN 

SOUNDIHACK  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Soundtrack  Album  on  New  Line  Records 


SPYGLASS 

ENTERTAINMENT 


bi  AmHOHT  PECKHAM  nLlmlEAllY  ROBERT 

I - 1 -  PRODUCED  AND 

|  PG  13  PARENTS  STRONGLY  CAUTIONED  <5g&  DIRECTED  BY 


www.lnvictusMovie.com 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  11 
CHECK  DIRECTORIES  FOR  LISTINGS 


MOBILE  USERS:  For  Showtimes,  Text  Message  INVICTUS  and  your  ZIP  CODE  to  43KIX  (43549) 


"WITTY,  WISE,  WARM  AND 
UNFAILINGLY  ENTERTAINING" 

-Rex  Reed,  THE  NEW  YORK  OBSERVER 

"A  FILM  WITH  WINNING  PERFORMANCES. 

IT'S  A  BLAST!" 

-Patrick  Goldstein,  LOS  ANGELES  TIMES 

"NIMBLE,  LIKABLE  AND  SMART... 

THIS  MOVIE,  A  FICTION  CONFECTED 
ABOUT  REAL  PEOPLE,  IS  TOO  GOOD 
NOT  TO  BE  TRUE." 

-A.O.  Scott,  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

"ONE  OF  THE  MOST  HEARTFELT  MOVIES 
EVER  MADE  ABOUT  A  LIFE  IN  THE  THEATER." 

-Peter  Rainer,  THE  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR 

"A  MOVIE  OF  GREAT  SPIRIT  AND 
CONSIDERABLE  CHARM. 

IT'S  ABOUT  THE  GIDDINESS  OF  PROMISE - 
THE  AWAKENING  OF  YOUNG  TALENT" 

-David  Denby,  THE  NEW  YORKER 

"THERE'S  ONE  GREAT  REASON 
TO  SEE  THE  MOVIE,  AND  THAT'S 
CHRISTIAN  MCKAY'S  PERFORMANCE." 

-Owen  Gleiberman,  ENTERTAINMENT  WEEKLY 


"I  SAY,  SEE  IT!" 

-Peter  Travers, 

ROLLING  STONE 


Claire  Zac  Christian 

Danes  Efron  McKay  y 


es 
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»  »  '  u  u  “(choice);? 

From  the  Director  of  'School  of  Rock'  and  'Before  Sunset'. 
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HEIM  annum  KELLYREILLY  JAMESIUPPER  MES0RS11WELLES  "SB  ROB  DUNCAN 


tHOLLYGENIPAll  IliHMO  AIDHEWI11EE 
,hby  ROILY  GENT  PALMO  VINCE  IAIMD 


superB  MARC  mm  NIC  EDE IIAIR  Whir  fAE  HAMMOND  casting  LUCY  SEVAN  editor  SANDRA  ADAIR  ah  pr  dfB  MHHill 
iBBIMRii  .JSIHMSiiJmillia  SARAGREENE  mIUIWUI  ICEPAIMfl  AIDREWFI1GRET 
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FOR  SCXUA1  REFERENCES  OHO  SMOKING  'O  TCD  NX  Fp ,  -"***- 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  r  ,  ,  _ 

nFfFMRFP  i  1  th  Embarcadero  Center 

L/ L  vL/VlULlx  I  I  One  Embarcadero  Center  •  (415)  267*4893 
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'★★★★  A  Winner. 


Robert  De  Niro  wins  us  over.” 

-Joe  Neumaier,  NEW  YORK  DAILY  NEWS 

Terrific! 

-Sandy  Kenyon,  WABC 


-Mara  Rcumcin,  US  WEEKLY 


L,  ^  ROBERT  DE  NIRO 

<  EVERYBODY’S 

/  riM  P“  DREW  BARRYMORE 

!  I —  I  I  \J  r~  KATE  BECKINSALE 

1  *  •  ^  « -  SAM  ROCKWELL 

MMCQ  MIRAMAX 


A  film  by  Kirk  Jones 


®  EVERYBODYSFINEMOVlE.COM  miQfM 


WIMUJUB 


|  NOW  PLAYING  AT  THEATERS  EVERYWHERE! 

CHECK  LOCAL  LISTINGS  FOR  THEATERS  AND  SHOWTIMES 


THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON,  SHARE  THE  LOVE... 


Send  the  perfect  ecard  for  the  perfect  holiday  at  americangreetings.com/everybodysfineholiday 


I  Fall  In  Love  With  Pippa  Lee  I 


Robin  Wright 

Alan  Arkin 

Maria  Bello 

Monica  Bellucci 

Blake  Lively 

Julianne  Moore 

Keanu  Reeves 

Winona  Ryder 

“A  TRIUMPH...  A  CLASSIC  IN  THE  MAKING.” 

-Karen  Durbin,  ELLE 

“AN  OSCAR -WORTHY  TURN  BY  ROBIN  WRIGHT” 

-Claudia  Puig,  USA  TODAY 

“DELIVERS  ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
UNFORGETTABLE  PERFORMANCES  BY 
ANY  ACTOR,  MALE  OR  FEMALE,  THIS  YEAR.” 

-Pete  Hammond,  BACKSTAGE 

“A  SMART  DRAMA  WITH  FLASHES  OF  COMEDY 

that  keep  you  guessing  from  start  to  finish.” 

-Marshall  Fine,  HOLLYWOOD  &  FINE 


“WRY,  ACUTELY  OBSERVANT  DRAMA.” 

-Stephen  Holden,  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 


The  PR  |  VATE  n  .  nn  .  t  rp 

livesofPIPPALEE 


iffilMHIta  IIM/m  MUHIum  i  wmuiwrai  miBwnlBU  ItaMaUMMt 

nwiiwiaiEiiiiiimwiii  nniunuiiMi  iinunmiir  uuhkuo  hud  um  huniwhiw  nnni 

TIM  MHI  mm  U«M«nl*l  W»smn  m  asm  muni  CSk  miaiMIIMIUDB  ramnliU  ibMI 

wiiwuuim  a  vs*  wwim  n«nino  win 

irolHMIliBMiiiiiiMimMBiBrmHIII 


K 

RESTRICTED 

UNDER  17  REQUIRES  ACCOMPANYING 
PARENT  OR  ADULT  GUAROIAN 

FOR  SEXUAL  CONTENT,  BRIEF  NUDITY, 

SOME  DRUG  MATERIAL  AND  LANGUAGE. 

www.pippalee.com 


IJITII 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  MJaMIlliMiag 
DECEMBER  11™  Br.djgo  Theatre 


ALSO  STARTING  AT 

LANDMARK  S  ALBANY  TWIN 
RAFAEL  FILM  CENTER 


Aw,  remember  how  fun  Madonna  used  to  be?  Desperately 
Seeking  Susan  (1985)  screens  Fri/11  at  the  Castro. 


/  WINNER!  BEST  PICTURE  \ 

K - NATIONAL  BOARD  OF  REVIEW  -  S 

BEST  BEST  BEST  $ 

ACTOR  SUPPORTING  ACTRESS  ADAPTED  SCREENPLAY 

George  Clooney  Anna  Kendrick  Jason  Reitman  and  Sheldon  Turner 


; 


T 


THE  MOVIE  OF  THE  YEAR, 

THE  MOVIE  OF  THE  MOMENT.” 

GQ 

“A  DEFINING  MOVIE 

FOR  THESE  TIMES.” 

HgjlingSame 


m  m 
W  rS 


ifSIl 


m  AO  in  Nflvu  iroi.i  AHCHOfl  BOOKS  TheUpInTheAirMovie. 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT  NOW  PLAYING 

Cinemork  CENTURY  SAN  FRANCISCO  CENTRE  Mission  SI  between  4th  &  5th  Sts  800/FANDANGO  991# 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  11 

EAST  BAY  PENINSULA 

Dublin,  Regal  Cinemas  Hacienda  Crossings  Stadium  21  &  IMAX  Redwood  City,  Cinemark  Century  20  Downtown 
Emeryville,  AMC  Bay  Street  16  SAN  JOSE 

Pleasant  Hill,  Cinemark  Century  16  San  Jose,  Cinemork  Century  20  Oakridge 

PENINSULA  Santo  Clara,  AMC  Mercado  20 

Daly  City,  Cinemark  Century  20  MARIN  San  Rafael,  Cinemark  Century  Regency 


|  Text  AIR  to  33287  for  movie  times  and  mobile  updates  from  Paramount! 

|  SPECIAL  ENGAGEMENTS  -  NO  PASSES  OR  DISCOUNT  TICKETS  ACCEPTED  [  |  CHECK  THEATRE  DIRECTORY  OB  CALL  FOR  SOUND  INFORMATION  AND  SHOWIIMES 1 


Schedules  are  for  Wed/9-Tues/15  except  where 
noted.  Director  and  year  are  given  when  available. 
Double  features  are  marked  with  a  All  times 
are  p.m.  unless  otherwise  specified. 

ARTISTS’  TELEVISION  ACCESS  992  Valencia, 

SF;  www.atasite.org.  $6-10.  “Video  Games " 
works  by  students  in  Conceptual  Information 
Arts  at  San  Francisco  State  University,  Thurs.  7. 
“ATA  25:  Quarter  Century  of  Alternative  Works." 
screening  celebrating  ATA’s  25th  anniversary,  Fri, 
7:30.  “Underground,  Experimental,  Unstoppable: 
Celebrating  25  Years  of  Artists’  Television 
Access!",  with  live  music  and  more.  Sun,  11am- 
11pm.  “Other  Cinema:”  The  Earth  is  Young 
(Gitlin),  plus  works  by  Ben  Rivers  and  more.  Sat 
8:30.  La  Americana,  Tues,  7:30. 

CAF£  OF  THE  DEAD  3208  Grand,  Oakl;  (510)  931- 
7945.  Free.  “Independent  Filmmakers  Screening 
Nite,”  Wed,  6:30. 

CASTRO  429  Castro,  SF;  (415)  621-6120,  www. 
castrotheatre.com.  $5-10.  “Samuel  Goldwyn 
Presents:"  ‘Strike  Me  Pink  (Taurog,  1936),  Wed, 
1:15, 5, 8:50,  and  Kid  Millions  (Del  Ruth,  1934). 
Wed,  3:10, 7;  -Wuthering  Heights  (Wyler.  1939). 
Thurs.  2:45, 7,  and  The  Bishop’s  Wife  (Koster, 
1947),  Thurs,  4:50, 9:05.  “Midnites  for  Maniacs: 
Ladies  of  the  Eighties  Triple  Feature:”  -Jumpin’ 

Jack  Flash  (Marshall,  1986),  Fri,  7:15:  Desperately 
Seeking  Susan  (Seidelman,  1985),  Fri,  9:15: 

Liquid  Sky  (Tsuckerman,  1982),  Fri,  11:30.  “San 
Francisco  Silent  Film  Festival  Winter  Event" 

Chang:  A  Drama  of  the  Wilderness  (Cooper 
and  Schoedsack,  1927),  Sat  11:30am;  J’accuse 
(Gance,  1919),  Sat.  2;  Sherlock  Jr.  (Keaton.  1924) 
with  “The  Goat”  (Keaton  and  St.  Clair.  1921),  Sat, 

7;  West  of  Zanzibar  (Browning,  1929),  Sat,  9:15. 
Tickets  for  this  event.  $14-17;  visit  www.silent- 
film.org.  The  Wizard  of  Oz  (Fleming.  1939).  Sun. 

1, 3:30, 4:45, 8.  Theater  closed  Mon-Tues. 
CHRISTOPHER  B.  SMITH  RAFAEL  FILM  CENTER 
1118  Fourth  St.  San  Rafael;  (415)  454-1222, 
www.cafilm.org.  $6.50-10.  Bad  Lieutenant:  Port 
of  Call  New  Orleans  (Herzog,  2009),  call  for  dates 
and  times.  La  Danse:  The  Paris  Opera  Ballet 
(Wiseman,  2009),  call  for  dates  and  times.  The 
Messenger  (Moverman,  2009),  call  for  dates  and 
times.  Red  Cliff  (Woo.  2008),  call  for  dates  and 
times.  “Twisted  Shorts  Holiday  Film  Festival." 
Thurs,  7.  The  Private  Lives  of  Pippa  Lee  (Miller. 
2009),  Dec  11-17,  call  for  times.  “Short  Films  from 
the  2009  Sundance  Film  Festival.”  Dec  11-17,  call 
for  times.  Sniff,  The  Dog  Movie  (Stone.  2009), 

Sat,  4:15.  “The  Films  of  My  Life:  Terry  Zwigoff:” 

It’s  a  Gift  (McLeod,  1934),  Sat,  7:30. 
CONTEMPORARY  JEWISH  MUSEUM  736  Mission, 
SF;  (415)  655-7881,  www.thecjm.org.  $15. 

“8by8:  Hanukkah  Festival  Shorts  at  the  Super  8 
Hanukkah  Festival.”  Sat,  7. 

HUMANIST  HALL  390  27th  St,  Oakl;  www. 
humanisthall.org.  $5.  Blue  Planet:  Ocean  World, 
Wed,  7:30. 

PACIFIC  FILM  ARCHIVE  2575  Bancroft.  Berk; 

(510)  642-5249,  www.bampfa.berkeley.edu. 
$5.50-9.50.  "Otto  Preminger:  Anatomy  of  a 
Movie:"  Advise  and  Consent  (1962),  Wed.  7;  The 
Moon  is  Blue  (1953),  Fri,  8:20;  Saint  Joan  (1957), 
Sat,  6:30;  The  Man  with  the  Golden  Arm  (1955), 
Sat,  8:40;  Exodus  (1960),  Sun.  3.  “In  Time:  The 
Rims  of  Alain  Resnais:"  “Short  Films  by  Alain 
Resnais  (1950-58),”  Thurs,  7;  La  guerre  est  finie 
(1966),  Tues,  7.  “Four  by  Hungarian  Master  Miklds 
Janksd:"  Red  Psalm  (1972),  Fri,  6:30. 

RED  VIC  1727  Haight.  SF;  (415)  668-3994.  $6- 
10.  Xanadu  (Greenwald,  1980),  Wed,  2, 7:15, 

9:15.  Dear  and  Yonder  (Campbell  and  Lessler, 
2009),  Thurs.  7:15, 9:15.  Inglourious  Basterds 
(Tarantino,  2009),  Fri-Sat,  5, 8  (also  Sat,  2).  Bright 
Star  (Campion,  2009).  Sun-Mon,  7. 9:30  (also  Sun, 
2. 4:20).  Mad  Max  (Miller.  1979),  Tues.  7:15, 9:15. 
ROXIE  3117  and  3125  16th  St,  SF;  (415)  863- 
1087,  www.roxie.com.  $5-9.75.  Capitalism: 

A  Love  Story  (Moore.  2009),  Thurs,  8:45. 

Collision  (Doane.  2009),  Wed,  7. 9.  Everything 
Strange  and  New  (Bradshaw,  2008),  Wed- 
Thurs,  7, 8:45.  William  Kunstler:  Disturbing  the 
Universe  (Kunstler  and  Kunstler.  2009),  Thurs.  7. 
Uncertainty  (McGehee  and  Siegel,  2008),  Dec  11- 
17.  call  for  times. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  CINEMATHEQUE  San  Francisco 
Museum  of  Modern  Arts,  151  Third  St.  SF;  www. 
sfcinema.org.  $10.  “Recent  Restorations:  Rare 
Films  of  George  and  Mike  Kuchar  ”  Thurs,  7. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  Koret 
Auditorium,  100  Larkin,  SF;  www.sfpl.org.  Free. 
“Back  in  the  GDR:  The  Berlin  Wall  and  the  Former 
East  Germany  on  Film:"  The  Spy  Who  Came  in 
From  the  Cold  (Ritt.  1965),  Thurs.  noon.  Large- 
screen  video  presentation. 

YERBA  BUENA  CENTER  FOR  THE  ARTS  701 
Mission,  SF;  (415)  978-2787,  www.ybca.org.  $6- 
8.  “The  Joy  of  Life:”  It’s  a  Gift  (McLeod.  1934), 
Thurs,  7:30;  "That's  Entertainment  III”  (1994),  Sat, 
7:30;  Hoppity  Goes  to  Town  (aka  Mr.  Bug  Goes  to 
Town)  (Fleischer,  1941),  Sun,  2.  sfbg 


42  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  GUARDIAN  |  DECEMBER  9  - 15,  2009 


» 


Look  for  Our  Picks 
Every  Wednesday 
for  the  best 
restaurants,  events, 
shows  +  films 

GUARDIAN 


True  art  transcends  ti 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


FILM  FESTIVAL 


Winter  Event 


DECEMBER  12 

Castro  Theatre 


THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  GUARDIAN 

TO  PLACE  AN  AD  415-255-7600 

marketplace 

TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD 

Call  (415)  255-7G00  |  Onlineatwww.sfbg.com/classifieds  |  Emailclassifieds@sfbg.com 
Visit  our  office  at  135  Mississippi,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
Office  hours  are  8:30  -  5:30pm,  Monday  -  Friday 


>  automotive 


DONATE  VEHICLE:  RECEIVE  $1000 

Grocery  Coupons,  Your  Choice.  Noah's  Arc. 
No  Kill  Animal  Shelters.  Advanced  Veterinary 
Treatments.  Free  Towing,  IRS  Tax  Deduction. 
Non-Runners.  1-866-912-GIVE.  (Cal-SCAN) 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR: 

Children's  Cancer  Fund!  Help  Save  A  Child's 
Life  Through  Research  &  Support!  Free  Va¬ 
cation  Package.  Fast,  Easy  &  Tax  Deductible. 
Call  1-800-252-0615 .  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

>  products 


PENIS  ENLARGEMENT. 

FDA  Medical  Vacuum  Pumps.  Gain  1-3 
inches  permanently.  Testosterone,  Viagra, 
Clalls.  Free  Brochures.  619-294-7777  http:// 
www.drjoelkaplan.com  (discounts  available) 
(AAN  CAN)  _ 

>  religion/ 
spirituality 


FREE  MEDITATION 
CLASSES 


8:30  PM  Tuesdays  at 
ZANSHIN  MIND/BODY  CENTER 

640  Stanyan  Street  @  Page 
415.508.4214  •  www.sfawakenedmind.org 


>  business  services 


ADVERTISE  YOUR  BUSINESS  in  111  alterna¬ 
tive  newspapers  like  this  one.  Over  6  million 
circulation  every  week  for  $1200.  No  adult 
ads.  Call  Rick  at  202-289-8484,  (&AN  CAN) 

ATTN:  COMPUTER  WORK. 

Work  from  anywhere  24/7.  Up  to  $1500 
Part  Time  to  $7, 500/mo.  Full  Time.  Training 
provided.  www.KTPGIobal.com  or  call  1-800- 

330-8446  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

DISTRIBUTOR 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 

in  240  Cal-SCAN  newspapers  for  the  best 
reach,  coverage,  and  price.  25-words  $550. 
Reach  6  million  Californians!.  FREE  email 
brochure.  Call  (916)  288-6019. 
www.Cal-SCAN.com  (Cal-SCAN) 

ADVERTISING 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING 

in  140  Cal-SDAN  newspapers  statewide  for 
$1550!  Reach  over  3  million  Californians! 
FREE  email  brochure.  Call  (916)  288-6019. 
www.Cal-SDAN.com  (Cal-SCAN)  

DISTRIBUTOR 

NEWS  RELEASE? 

Cost-efficient  service.  The  California  Press 
Release  Service  has  500  current  daily, 
weekly  and  college  newspaper  contacts  In 
California.  FREE  email  brochure.  Call  (916) 
288-6010.  www.CaliforniaPressReleaseSer- 
vlce.com  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

>  financial  services 


Get  Out  of  Debt  in  Months! 

Avoid  Bankruptcy.  Not  a  high  priced  consoli¬ 
dation  company  or  a  consumer  credit  coun¬ 
seling  program.  Free  consultation  CREDIT 
CARD  RELIEF  1-866475-5353.  (Cal-SCAN) 


TAX  RELIEF! 

Do  You  Owe  Over  $15,000  in  BACK  TAXES? 
Need  to  Settle  State,  Business,  Payroll  Tax 
Problems,  Eliminate  Penalties,  Interest 
Charges,  Wage  Garnishments.  Tax  Liens! 

Call  American  Tax  Relief  1-800-496-9891 
FREE,  Confidential,  No  obligation,  consulta- 
tion.  (Cal-SCAN) _ •_ 

>  misc.  marketplace 


GAIN  NATIONAL  EXPOSURE 

Reach  over  5  million  young,  active,  edu¬ 
cated  readers  for  only  $995  by  advertising 
in  110  weekly  newspapers  like  this  one.  Call 
Jason  at  202-289-8484.  (AAN  CAN) 

Get  Dish  -FREE  Installation 

-  S  19.99/mo 

HBO  &  Showtime  FREE-Over  50  HD  Chan¬ 
nels  FREE 

Lowest  PriceshNo  Equipment  to  Buyl 
Call  Now  for  full  Details- 1-877-238-8413 
(AAN  CAN) 

Get  Dish  -  FREE  Installation 

-  $19.99/mo 

HBO  &  Showtime  FREE-Over  50  HD  Chan¬ 
nels  FREE 

Lowest  PriceshNo  Equipment  to  Buy! 

Call  Now  for  full  Details:  877-242-0974 
(AAN  CAN) _ 

Get  Dish  -  FREE  Installation 

-  $19.99/mo 

HBO  &  Showtime  FREE-Over  50  HD  Chan¬ 
nels  FREE 

Lowest  PriceshNo  Equipment  to  Buy! 

Call  Now  for  full  Details- 1-866-747-5096 
(AAN  CAN) _ 

>  education 


Advertisement  for  Training. 
HEAVY  EQUIPMENT  TRAINING. 

Learn  to  operate  bulldozer,  backhoe,  load¬ 
er,  motor  grader,  excavator.  Job  placement 
assistance.  Call  888-210-4534.  Northern 
California  College  of  Construction,  www. 
HEAVY4.com  promocode:  NCPA1  (Cal-SCAN) 

HIGH  SCHOOL  DIPLOMA! 

Fast,  Affordable  &  Accredited  FREE  Bro¬ 
chure.  Call  NOW! 

1-800-532-6546  Ext.  97  http://www.conti- 
nentalacademy.com  (AAN  CAN) 


>  career  services 


"BODYGUARDS  WANTED" 

FREE  Training  &  Job  Placement  Assistance 
for  members.  No  Experience  OK.  Excellent 
potential  $$$.  Full  &  Part  Time.  Traveling 
expenses  paid.  1-615-228-1701  www. 
psubodyguards.com  (AAN  CAN) _ 

>  general 
employment 

$15-$25  hr.  Customer  Service.  100  year  old 
company.  Established  customers.  Flexible 
hours.  PT/FT.  Retirees  welcome.  No  starter 
fee.  FULLER  BRUSH  1-800655-5435.  email 
defroshaug@aol.com.  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

JOBS.  JOBS,  JOBS! 

No  experience.  Get  paid  to  train.  California 
Army  National  Guard.  High  School  JR/SR  & 
Grads/GED.  Up  to  100%  tuition  assistance. 
Part-time  work  with  full-time  benefits,  www. 
NationalGuard.com/Careers  or  1-800-GO- 

GUARD.  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

MOTIVATED?  GOOD  with  PEOPLE?  Love  the 
Sun?  Free  to  Travel?  Call  Liz  at  888-355- 
6755.  Paid  Training  and  Free  Transportation. 
(Cal-SCAN). 


MOVIE  EXTRAS  NEEDED. 

Earn  $150  to  $300  Per  Day.  All  Looks, 

Types  and  Ages.  Feature  Rims,  Television, 
Commercials,  and  Print.  No  Experience 
Necessary. 

1-800-340-8404  x2001  (AAN  CAN) _ 

FIREFIGHTER  No  experience  needed.  Train¬ 
ing,  travel,  great  pay/benefits/vacation  & 
regular  raises.  H.S.  grads  ages  17-34.  Call 
Mon-Fri 1-800-3456289.  (Cal-SCAN) 

>  business 
opportunities 

ALL  CASH  VENDING! 

Be  Your  Own  Boss!  Your  Own  Local  Vending 
Route.  Includes  25  Machines  and  Candy  for 
$9,995.  MultiVend  LLC,  1-888-625-2405. 
(Cal-SCAN) _ . _ ■ 

Make  Good  Money 

Want.more  time  and  financial  freedom?  Call 
415-927-1787  greenteam.hfteambuilder. 
com/go5 

OVER  18?  AVAILABLE  to 
TRAVEL? 

Earn  Above  Average  $$$  with  Fun  Suc¬ 
cessful  Business  Group!  No  Experience 
Necessary.  2wks  Paid  Training.  Lodging, 
Transportation  Provided.  1-877-646-5050. 
(Cal-SCAN) _ 

SSShelp  wantedSSS 

Extra  income!  Assembling  CD  cases  from 
Home!  No  Experience  necessary!  Call  our 
Live  Operators  NOW!  1-800405-7619  EXT 
2450  http://www.easywork-greatpay.com 
(AAN  CAN) _ 

>  employment 
wanted 


ELECTRICIANS  needed. 

Great  pay  &  benefits,  30  days  vacation/year, 
retirement  &  raises.  No  experience  needed, 
HS  grads  ages  17-34.  Call  Mon-Fri  1-800 
345-6289.  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

>  adoption 


PREGNANT?  CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? 

Talk  with  caring  agency  specializing  in 
matching  Birthmothers  with  Families 
nationwide.  LIVING  EXPENSES  PAID.  Call 
24/7  Abby's  One  True  Gift  Adoptions  866- 
413-6293  (AAN  CAN) _ 

>  legal  notices 


FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323296-00  The 
following  person  is  doing  business  as 
BRIAN  CAMARAO  PHOTOGRAPHY 

155  Haight  St.  Apt.  204,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94102.  Brian  Camarao,  155  Haight  St. 
Apt.  204,  San  Francisco.  CA  94102.  This 
business  is  conducted  by  an  individual. 
Registrant  commenced  business  under  the 
above-listed  fictitious  business  name  on  the 
date  10/1/09.  Signed  Brian  Camarao.  This 
statement  was  filed  by  Mariedyne  L.  Argente 
on  October  20,  2009.  #35305.  November 

18,  25,  December  2nd,  9. _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323480-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  BLACK  SCALE 
55  Grant  Ave.  2nd  Floor,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94108.  Michael  C.  Yabut,  1250  Long  Beach 
Ave.  Suite  228,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90021  This 
business  is  conducted  by  an  individual. 
Registrant  commenced  business  under  the 
above-listed  fictitious  business  nameon  the 
date  10/28/09.  Signed  Michael  Yabut.  This 
statement  was  filed  by  Mariedyne  L.  Argente 
on  October  28.  2009.  #35303.  November 
18,  25,  December  2  8  9. _ 
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FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323695-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  WALLACE 
CONSTRUCTION.  141  Idora  Avenue. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94127.  This  business 
is  conducted  by  an  individual.  Registrant 
commenced  business  under  the  above- 
listed  fictitious  business  name  on  the  date 
11/06/09.  Signed  Thomas  A.  Wallace.  This 
statement  was  filed  by  Jennifer  Wong  on 
November  6th,  2009.  #35302.  November 
18th,  25th,  December  2nd  and  9th. 
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323754-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  ERIN'S  PET 
CARE.  833  Corbett  Ave  #5  San  Francisco, 
CA  94131  This  business  is  conducted  by  an 
individual.  Registrant  commenced  business 
under  the  above-listed  fictitious  business 
name  on  the  date  11/10/09.  Signed  Erin 
K  Meyer.  This  statement  was  filed  by  Nory 
Hanson  on  November  10,  2009.  #113002. 
November  18,  25,  December  2,  and  9. 
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323844-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  GIVE  IT  UP 
FOR  LONI.  555  Florida  St  #217  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94110.  This  business  is  conducted 
by  an  Individual.  Registrant  commenced 
business  under  the  above-listed  fictitious 
business  name  on  the  date  11/16/09. 
Signed  Loni  B  Weholt.  This  statement  was 
filed  by  Mariedyne  L  Argente  on  November 
16,  2009  #113008.  December  2,  9,  16 
and  23. _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323873-00  The 
following  persons  are  doing  business  as 
ITZAL  GOODE  .  450  Harrison  Street.  San 
Francisco.  CA  94105.  Barry  F.  London,  P.0, 
Box  63.  Fairfax,  CA  94978.  This  business 
is  conducted  by  an  individual.  Registrant 
commenced  business  under  the  above- 
listed  fictitious  business  name  on  the 
date  11/17/09.  Signed  Barry  London.  This 
statement  was  filed  by  Maribel  Jaldon  on 
November  17.  2009  #355031.  Publica¬ 
tion  Dates:  November  25  &  December 

2,  9, 16,  2009. _ _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323896-00  The  following 
persons  are  doing  business  as  TUNE  CHI¬ 
ROPRACTIC  STUDIO  .  2165  Union  Street, 
Suite  3.  San  Francisco.  CA  94123.  Ryan 
Gessay.  3059  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco, 

CA  94115.  This  business  Is  conducted  by  an 
individual.  Registrant  commenced  business 
under  the  above-listed  fictitious  business 
name  on  the  date  N/A.  Signed  Ryan  Gessay. 
This  statement  was  filed  by  Nory  Hanson  on 
November  13,  2009.  #355030.  Publica¬ 
tion  Dates:  November  25  &  December 

2,  9, 16,  2009. _ _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323950-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  1st  Source 
and  Center  Records.  295  Farrallones  St. 
Suite  A  San  Francisco.  CA  94112.  This  busi¬ 
ness  is  conducted  by  general  partnership. 
Registrant  commenced  business  under  the 
above-listed  fictitious  business  name  on 
the  date  11/20/09.  Signed  RhoyalBaibe  DH 
Foston.  This  statement  was  filed  by  Michael 
Jaldon  on  November  20.  2009.  #113004. 
November  25,  December  2,  j^and  16. 
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0323972-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  DIVISADERO 
97  CENT  PLUS  STORE  ,  777  Divisadero 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117.  Deborah 
Barnes.  777  Divisadero  Street.  San- Fran¬ 
cisco.  CA  94117.  This  business  is  conducted 
by  an  individual.  Registrant  commenced 
business  under  the  above-listed  fictitious 
business  name  on  the  date  11/23/09. 

Signed  Deborah  Barnes.  This  statement  was 
filed  by  Mariedyne  L  Argente  on  November 
23.  2009  #355032.  Publication  Date*: 
November  25  A  December  2,  9,  16, 
2009. _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0324044-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  SUTTER  PUB. 
700  Sutter  St  San  Francisco.  CA  94102.  This 
business  is  conducted  by  a  corporation. 
Registrant  commenced  business  under  the 
above-listed  fictitious  business  name  on  the 
date  N/A.  Signed  Fran  Hejazi.  This  state¬ 
ment  was  filed  by  Mariedyne  L.  Argente  on 
November  30.  2009  #113007.  Docombor 
t,  IS,  23  mid  30. _ 


SUMMONS  (Citacion  Judicial)  CASE 
NUMBER:  (Numero  del  Caso):  CGC-08- 
473741.  NOTICE  TO  DEFENDANTS:  (Aviso 
Al  Demandado):  YELLOW  CAB  COMPANY, 
MEQUONG  TRUONG,  and  DOES  1  TO 
50,  inclusive.  YOU  ARE  BEING  SUED  BY 
PLAINTIFF:  (Lo  Esta  Demandando  El  Deman- 
dante)  CARLOS  ADRIAO 
You  have  30  CALENDAR  DAYS  after  this 
summons  and  legal  papers  are  served  on 
you  to  file  a  written  response  at  this  court 
and  have  a  copy  served  on  the  Plaintiff.  A 
letter  or  phone  call  will  not  protect  you.  Your 
written  response  must  be  in  proper  legal 
form  If  you  want  the  court  to  hear  your  case. 
There  may  be  a  court  form  that  you  can 
use  for  your  response.  You  can  find  these 
court  forms  and  more  information  at  the 
California  Courts  Online  Self-Help  Center 
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp).  your  county 
law  library,  or  the  courthouse  nearest  you.  If 
you  cannot  pay  the  filing  fee,  ask  the  court 
clerk  for  a  fee  waiver  form.  If  you  do  not 
file  your  response  on  time,  you  may  lose 
the  case  by  default,  and  your  wages,  money 
and  property  may  be  taken  without  further 
warning  from  the  court. 

There  are  other  legal  requirements.  You  may 
want  to  call  an  attorney  right  away.  If  you  do 
not  know  an  attorney,  you  may  want  to  call 
an  attorney  referral  service.  If  you  cannot 
afford  an  attorney,  you  may  be  eligible  for 
free  legal  services  from  a  nonprofit  legal 
services  program.  You  can  locate  these 
nonprofit  groups  at  the  California  Legal 
Services  Web  site  (www.lawhelpcalifornia. 
org).  The  California  Courts  Online  Self-Help 
Center  (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),  or 
by  contacting  your  local  court  or  county  bar 
association. 

Tiene  30  DIAS  DE  CALENDARS  despues  de 
que  le  entreguen  esta  citacion  y  papeles 
legates  para  presenter  una  respuesta  por 
escrito  en  esta  corte  y  hacer  que  se  ent- 
regue  una  copia  al  demendante.  Una  carta 
o  una  ilamada  telefonica  no  lo  protegen.  Su 
respuesta  por  escrito  tiene  que  estar  en  for- 
mato  legal  correcto  si  desea  que  procesen 
su  caso  en  la  corte.  Es  posible  que  haya 
un  formulario  que  usted  pueda  usar  para 
su  respuesta.  Puede  encontrar  estos  for- 
mularios  de  la  corte  y  mas  infomaclon  en  el 
Centro  de  Ayuda  de  las  Cortes  de  California 
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/), 
en  la  biblioteca  de  leyes  de  su  condado 
o  en  la  corte  que  le  quede  mas  cerca.  SI 
no  puede  pagar  la  cuota  de  presentaclon, 
plda  ai  secretario  de  la  corte  que  le  de  un 
formulario  de  exencion  de  pago  de  cuotas. 

SI  no  presenta  su  repuesta  a  tiempo,  puede 
perder  el  caso  por  incumplimiento  y  la  corte 
le  podra  quitar  su  sueido.  dinero  y  bienes 
sin  mas  advertencia. 

Hay  otros  requisitos  legates.  Es  recommend- 
able  que  llame  a  un  abogado  immediata- 
mente.  SI  no  conoce  a  un  abogado.  puede 
ilamar  a  un  servicio  de  remision  a  aboga- 
dos.  Si  no  puede  pagar  a  un  abogado.  es 
posible  que  cumpla  con  los  requisitos  para 
obtener  servicios  legales  gratuitos  de  un 
programa  de  servicios  legales  sin  fines  de 
lucro.  Puede  encontrar  estos  grupos  sin 
fines  de  lucro  en  el  sitio  web  de  California 
Legal  Services,  (www.lawhelpcalifornia. 
org).  en  el  Centro  de  Ayuda  de  las  Cortes  de 
California,  (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/ 
espanol/).  o  poniendose  en  contacto  con  la 
corte  o  el  colegio  de  abogados  locales. 

The  name  and  address  of  this  court  Is:  (El 
nombre  y  direccion  de  la  corte  es): 

San  Francisco  County  Superior  Court, 
400  McAllister  Street,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94102 

The  name,  address,  and  telephone  number 
of  plalntifffs  attorney,  or  plaintiff  without 
an  attorney,  is:  (El  nombre,  la  direccion 
y  el  numero  de  telefone  del  abogado  del 
demandante,  o  del  demandnate  que  no 
tiene  abogado.  es): 

Plalntiffis  Attorney:  Lawrence  W. 
Pasano,  Jr.,  Esq.,  FASANO  LAW  OFFICE, 
720  Mariret  Street,  Penthouse  Suite, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  Telephone 
(415)  956-8800;  Facsimile  (415) 
956-8811 

Date:  (Fecha):  March  28,  2008.  Gordon 
Park-LI  .Clerk,  by  (Secretario).  M.  Rayray. 
Deputy  (Adjunto).  (For  proof  of  service  of 
this  summons,  use  Proof  of  Service  of  Sum¬ 
mons.  (POSOIO)).  (Para  prueba  de  entrega 
de  esta  citation  use  el  formulario  Proof  of 
Servie  of  Summons,  (POS-1010)). 

NOTICE  TO  THE  PERSON  SERVED:  You  are 
served  as  an  individual  defendant.  No¬ 
vember  25,  December  2,  9,  16,  2009. 

L# 35 50 33 


FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0324091-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  BLYSSFUL 
PETALS.  43  Brussels  St  San  Francisco,  CA 
94134.  This  business  is  conducted  by  an 
individual.  Registrant  commenced  business 
under  the  above-listed  fictitious  business 
name  on  the  date  5/21/00.  Signed  Erin  R 
Fischer.  This  statement  was  filed  by  Maribel 
Jaldon  on  December  1  2009.  #113009. 

Pacsmber  9, 16,  23  and  30. _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0324119-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  MAD  TIME 
PRODUCTIONS.  247  Collins  St  #2  San 
Francisco,  CA  94118.  This  business  Is 
conducted  by  an  individual.  Registrant  com¬ 
menced  business  under  the  above-listed 
fictitious  business  name  on  the  date  N/A. 
Signed  Matthew  Cope.  This  statement  was 
filed  by  Florence  Siu  on  December  2.  2009. 
#113008.  December  >,  16,  23  and  30. 
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0324125-00  The  following 
person  is  doing  business  as  Nor  Cal  Dog 
Academy.  376  Faxon  Ave. ,  San  Francisco. 
CA  94112.  Taj  Panganiban,  376  Faxon  Ave. 

.  San  Francisco,  CA  94112.  This  business 
is  conducted  by  an  individual.  Registrant 
commenced  business  under  the  above- 
listed  fictitious  business  name  on  the  date 
N/A.  Signed  Taj  Panganiban.  This  statement 
was  filed  by  Maribel  Jaldon  on  December 
2.  2009  #35306.  December  9,16,  23, 

&  30. 

ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE  FOR  CHANGE 
OF  NAME  CASE  NUMBER:  CNC-09- 
546464.  SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  CALIFORNIA. 
COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO.  400  McAllister 
St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94102.  PETITION 
Samuel  James  Boone-Lutz  for  change  of 
name.  TO  ALL  INTERESTED  PERSONS: 
Petitioner  Samuel  James  Boone-Lutz 
filed  a  petition  with  this  court  for  a  decree 
changing  names  as  follows:  Present  Name: 
Samuel  James  Boone-Lutz.  Proposed  Name: 
Samuel  James  Boone  Lunier  THE 
COURT  ORDERS  that  all  persons  interested 
in  this  matter  shall  appear  before  this  court 
at  the  hearing  Indicated  below  to  show 
cause,  if  any,  why  the  petition  for  change 
of  name  9hould  not  be  granted.  NOTICE  OF 
HEARING  Date:  Feb  09.  2010.  Time:  9:00 
AM  room  -  218.  Signed  by  James  J  McBride. 
Presiding  Judge  on  Dec  01  2009.  Endorsed 
Filed,  San  Francisco  County  Superior  Court 
of  California  on  Dec  01  2009  by  Deborah 
Steppe,  Clerk.  Publication  date(s): 
December  9,  16,  23  and  30  2009. 
L#113012. 

ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE  FOR  CHANGE 
OF  NAME  CASE  NUMBER:  CNC-09- 
546465.  SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  CALIFORNIA. 
COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO.  400  McAllister 
St.  San  Francisco.  CA  94102.  PETITION  OF 
Aimee  Danielle  Saulnler  for  change  of  name. 
TO  ALL  INTERESTED  PERSONS:  Petitioner 
Aimee  Danielle  Saulnier  filed  a  petition 
with  this  court  for  a  decree  changing  names 
as  follows:  Present  Name:  Aime  e  Danielle 
Saulnler.  Proposed  Name:  Aimee  Danielle 
Boone  Lunier.  THE  COURT  ORDERS  that 
all  persons  Interested  In  this  matter  shall 
appear  before  this  court  at  the  hearing 
Indicated  below  to  show  cause,  if  any.  why 
the  petition  for  change  of  name  should  not 
be  granted.  NOTICE  OF  HEARING  Date:  Feb 
09,  2010.  Time:  9:00  AM  room  -  218.  Signed 
by  James  J  McBride.  Presiding  Judge  on  Dec 
01  2009.  Endorsed  Filed,  San  Francisco 
County  Superior  Court  of  California  on  Dec 
01  2009  by  Deborah  Steppe,  Clerk.  Publi¬ 
cation  date(s):  Docombor  9,  16,  23  and 
30  2009.  L#113011. 


FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0324150-00  The  following 
person  Is  doing  business  as  IN-HOME 
SUPPORT  SERVICES.  1426  Fillmore  St 
Suite  210  San  Francisco,  CA  94115.  This 
business  is  conducted  by  a  corporation. 
Registrant  commenced  business  under  the 
above-listed  fictitious  business  name  on 
the  date  12/1/09.  Signed  Margarita  Riskin. 
This  statement  was  filed  by  Jose  Uribe  on 
December  3,  2009.  #113010.  December 

9, 16,  23  and  30. _ 

ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE  FOR  CHANGE 
OF  NAME  CASE  NUMBER:  CNG09- 
546468.  SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO.  400  McAllister 
St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94102.  PETITION 
Delphine  Belanger  and  Etienne  de  Vik 
lers-Sidani  for  change  of  name.  TO  ALL 
INTERESTED  PERSONS:  Petitioner  Delphine 
Belanger  and  Etienne  de  Villers-Sidani 
filed  a  petition  with  this  court  for  a  decree 
changing  names  as  follows:  Present  Name: 
Gabriel  Sidani.  Proposed  Name:  Gabriel 
de  Villers-Sidani  THE  COURT  ORDERS 
that  all  persons  interested  in  this  matter 
shall  appear  before  this  court  at  the  hearing 
indicated  below  to  show  cause,  If  any,  why 
the  petition  for  change  of  name  should  not 
be  granted.  NOTICE  OF  HEARING  Date:  Feb 
16,  2010.  Time:  9:00  AM  room  -  218.  Signed 
by  James  J  McBride,  Presiding  Judge  on  Dec 
07,  2009.  Endorsed  Filed.  San  Francisco 
County  Superior  Court  of  California  on  Dec 
07,  2009  by  Elias  Butt,  Clerk  Publication 
dato(s):  December  9,  16,  23  and  30 
2009.  L#H3013, _ 

>  real  estate  for  sale 


20  ACRE  RANCH  FORECLOSURES 

Near  Growing  El  Paso,  Texas.  No  Credit 
Checks/Owner  Financing.  $0  Down,  Take 
over  $159  month,  payment.  Was  $16,900. 
Now  $12.856. 1-800-7558953  www.Tex- 
asLandForeclosures.net  (CakSCAN) _ 

>  rental  housing 


ALL  AREAS  -  HOUSES  FOR  RENT. 

Browse  thousands  of  rental  listings  with 
photos  and  maps.  Advertise  your  rental 
home  for  FREE!  Visit:  http://www.RealRen- 
tals.com  (AAN  CAN) _ 

>  rental  services 


ALL  AREAS  -  ROOMMATES.COM. 

Browse  hundreds  of  online  listings  with 
photos  and  maps.  Find  your  roommate 
with  a  click  of  the  mouse!  Visit:  http://www. 
Roommates.com.  (AAN  CAN) 


>  storage  space 


STORAGE  $50/MONTH! 

2015  Mckinnon  Ave.  @  Toland,  SF. 
Family  owned  since  1949. 

(415)  826-5607.  KennedyStorage.com 

>  rehearsal  space 


Rocker  Rehearsal 

60  New  Studios!  24  Hour  Lockout.  Safe.  Af¬ 
fordable.  Onsite  security.  Two  SF  Locations. 

(418)  518-3357 _ _ 


MS 

Nlahaii  international  Standard* 

Why  Pay 
More? 

Travel  Smart  uiith  H.I.S. 

TOKYO 

from  $580.00 

LONDON 

from  $520.00 

HONG  KONG 

from  $404.00 

SHANGHAI 

from  $450,00 

BANGKOK 

from  $710.00 

SINGAPORE 

from  $580.00 

BUSINESS  CLASS  TO 

TOKYO 

from  $3250.00 

* All  prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice  and  do  not  include  tax  and  tuel  surcharge 
Please  ask  our  agents  tor  other  restrictions. 

1-800-573-6447 

cs  rt  r 

870  Market  St„  Ste.  746,  SF  94102 


*LATIN*AMERICAt 

IVe  are.. .Numero  Uno  to  Latin  America! 


STUDENT 

FARES  AVAILABLE! 

BOGOTA . 

. 212 

COSTA  RICA  ... 

...400 

BUENOS  AIRES . 

. 739 

GUATEMALA . 

...350 

CARACAS . 

. 470 

HONDURAS . 

...269 

LA  PA Z  BOLIVIA . 

. 520 

NICARAGUA . 

...342 

MONTEVIDEO . 

. 739 

PANAMA . 

...299 

RIO . 

. 761 

GUADALAJARA 

...322 

SANTIAGO . 

. 741 

MEXICO  CITY . 

...288 

BELIZE . 

. 289 

OAXACA . 

...  318 

Current  Roundtrip  fares 
subject  to  change. Tax 
and  fuel  charge  is  extra, 

restrictions  apply. 


Vjfi 


415-703-9955  www.americastravel.net 

348  HAYES  ST,  S.F.  CST-20641 11-40 


LATIN  AMERICA  &  WORLDWIDE  FARES! 

YOUR  TRAVEL  EXPERT  SINCE1989! 

DISCOUNT  BUSINESS  CLASS  AIRFARES: 

EUROPE  FROM  $2828 

DISCOUNT  PACKAGES  WORLDWIDE: 

SPAIN  5-DAYS  FROM  $789  PP 

PERU  •  COSTA  RICA  •  ARGENTINA  *  BRAZIL 

3-NIGHT  PACKAGE  FROM  $198  PP 

HOTEL  •  TRFS  •  CITY  TOUR 

TRAVEL 

415-467-6000  .  800-559-5192 

CST#  1006495-40 


LONDON  . 

. $259 

MUNICH . 

$349 

PARIS 

$369 

IRELAND 

$389 

ARGENTINA 

...  $739 

BRAZIL . 

$679 

PERU  . 

$369 

PANAMA 

$299 

GUATEMALA 

$359 

•Taxes  and  Fuel  Surcharges  Not  Included 
•PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 


VISIT  OUR  WEB!!  WWW@OLE.TRAVEL  SALES@OLE.TRAVEl 


ATTENTION:  PERSONS  WITH  MOBILITY  IMPAIRMENTS  WHO  USE  PUBLIC 
SIDEWALKS  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Settlement  of  Disability  Access  Class  Action  Lawsuit 


The  Parties  have  reached  a  proposed  settlement  of  King  v.  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco,  a  class  action  lawsuit  on  behalf  of  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco 
with  mobility  impairments  According  to  the  settlement,  the  City  has  agreed  to  continue 
to  spend  a  minimum  of  $4  million  annually  on  curb  ramp  construction  If  a  class  member 
wishes  to  preserve  the  right  to  sue  the  City  for  individual  statutory  damages  the  class 
member  may  do  so  by  notifying  the  court.  Any  written  objections  to  the' proposed 
settlement  are  due  in  court  by  February  26,  2010.  The  court  will  hold  a  hearing  on 
March  26,  2010  at  9:00  a.m.  to  address  any  objections. 


Additional  information  and  a  detailed  summary  of  the  proposed  settlement  terms  are 
available  at  http://www.sfgov.org/site/mod_index, asp.,  or  contact  the  attorneys  for  the 
class  plaintiffs: 

Keith  Daniel  Cable,  Esq. 

Cable  Law  Office 
101  Parkshore  Drive,  Suite  100 
Folsom,  CA  95630 
(916)  608-7995 
ca  blela w@y ahoo  com 

CNS#1741590 
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VIEW  ADS  ONLINE  SFBG.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 


sensual 


massage 


>  sensual  massage 


#1  Sensual  Massage 

Enjoy  a  erotic  massage  by  a  very  sexy  lady! 
36B,  28.  36.  5'4"  120  lbs.  Mid-thritles.  Blue 
eyes.  In/out  call  Stacie  (415)  370-2470 

AAA  Massage 

Grand  Opening  Special  only  $40/hr  or 
$70/2  hr.  Young,  pretty  therapist.  Relaxation 
&  stress  relief,  sensual  aromatherapy,  acu¬ 
pressure  &  deep  tissue.  In  SF  Chinatown. 
Call  for  apt 

*82-415-265-8961 


Come  for  the  best  in  retaation. 
331  Kearny  315-399-9902 
All  credit  cards  accepted 


Acupressure 

Deep  Tissue, 
Acupressure  & 
Massage  Therapy 

GRAND 
PENING 

$40  massage 
with  this  ad! 

1959  Otean  Ave.  -  SF 


805  D  ST.  SAN  RAFAEL  CA.  •  415.453.2245 
7DAYS  9AM-11PM  •  FREE  PARKING  IN  BACK 


Carmen  Relaxation 

Enchanting  Massage  Place 
inner  Richmond  San  Francisco 

311  4th  Ave@  Clement 
415-793-987811a  m-8pm _ 

Come  enjoy  a 
Relaxing  Massage 
by  Candlelight. 

With  Busty  Lydia,  or  Petite  Mia. 

Downtown  Oakland 
510-395-1393 

Enjoy  a  relaxing 
massage 

By  East  Indian  princess 
incall  downtown  Oakland 
415-400-6626 

GFE  Sweetheart 

marin  incall/SF  Hotel  out  call  (415)  331- 
6775. . 

Indulge  Yourself 

With  the  best  massage  in  the  East  Bay! 
Swedish,  deep  tissue  and  acupressure. 

Irina  (510)  209-5422 _ 

Loving  EVERY  Body 

Is  what  I  do  with  skill  and  knowledge 
My  sessions  offer  erotic  touch,  counseling 
and  programs  for  your  Sexual  Health. 
Carmen,  Clinical  Sexologist 
(415)  613-2964  sacredcarmen.com _ 

NEW  GIRL  IN  TOWN! 

Hot,  Sexy,  Sensual  Masseuse,  offers  INCALL 
&  OUTCALL. 

Therapeutic  Swedish  &  DeepTissue.&  Erotic 
Light  Fingertip  Massage.  Professional  table 
&  BEST  RATES.  Photo  on  request, 
call  Chelle  (415)  806-0382 

Sensual  Massage: 

Enjoy  a  good  massage  from  Debbie. 
8am-9pm  In-Call  &  Out  Call  Avail. 
650-756-6114 


get 

lucky 

sfbg.com/classifieds 

GUARDIAN 


Call. Talk. 
+*  DATE! 

CALI  NOW! 

415-992-5764 

SAN  MATEO  650-288-4200  PLEASANTON  925-271-5590 

Su^iaSpa 

Foot  Massage 

,  iW  '  •  Thai  Herbal 

' v •  '  'Jjpw.  •  Compression 

SANTA  ROSA  707-206-6490  SAN  JOSE  408-512-3299 

OAKLAND  510-379-5739  SANTA  CRUZ  83 1 -706-4470 

•'  sf*  Je  $10  off/hr 

V  /  /Zf  :  with  this  ad  : 

AT  HOME? 

Collect  Call  Billing!  1-866-607-5282  3P 
1-900  PRICING  OPTIONS!  1-900-622-1100 

'  ^^Grand 

JE  la vo life- 

VO  1 C  E  IS*  ‘CHARGES  MAY  APPLY  10  CERTAIN  FEATURES 

1104  Lincoln  Ave.  Suite  1 

San  Rafael  •  415-485-5090 

IT'S  YOUR 
GUARDIAN  NOW 


Honest  sex  advice, 
from  an  expert, 
in  alt.sex.column. 

Every  week  in  the  Bay  Guardian. 

GUARDIAN 


.q\  Naughty  Boys  &  Girls, 

yP *  do  you  want  Santa  to 

*  bring  you  a  Big  Present? 

Get  your  ad  in  the  SF  Bay  Guardian! 

Hurry,  Deadline  is 
MONDAtBEFORE  3pm!!! 


/t/as’&ape' 


PRIVATE  WHIRLPOOL  BATHS, 
STEAM  BATHS. 

c  Wo*  7/len 
&  Wo/nw 


451  O’Farrell  SL/sf  94102 
Open  10  a.m.  -  4  a.m. 

7  days/week 

IncaWOutcaU 

(415)  928-9786 
(415)  885-6950 


>•  > 

% 


Oriental  Massage 

GRAND  OPENING^ 

-Nice  Rooms 
-Asian  Girls 
-Shower  Room 
-Free  Parking 

$10  OFF 
with  coupon 

Half  Price 
on  Sundays’ 

Open  7  daysralweek 
9:30am- Iflpni 

712m  Stfsuite  A* 
San  Rafa# 
l  415^55^9 


m##nlight  spa 


I  rooms 


■  •  Sexy  & 

1  Beautiful 


519  Bush  Street  @  Grant 
SF  Downtown  •  415-989-0210 
Parking  next  door  $2/hr 

Open  10am  -  midnight 


I  discount 


ESIMO  MASSAGE 


2829  BRIDGEWAY  #107  SAUSALITO.  CA  94965 


415.332.2025 


4115 8  Judah  St.  @  46th  Ave.,  SF 
Tel.  4 1 5-68 1 -9809 


44 1  STOCKTON  ST.  @  SUTTER 
UNION  SQ.SF  CA.  415-397-4181 
PARKING  GARAGE 


SFBG.COM/ADULT  45 


escorts 


TO  PLACE  AN  AD  415-255-7600 


>  escorts 


milk  and  cookies 

Warm  up  with  a  hot  curvaceous  cuddly 
redhead  for  XXXmas. 

Very  busty  44DD,  luscious  and  voluptuous. 
Give  yourself  a  gift.  Melt  away  holiday 
stress.  No  rush, 
incall/out  call  650-712-9800 

The  Ultimate  GFE! 

Petite,  busty,  mixed  beauty. 

2Lyrs,U5lbs  ,5'3”  long  black  hair,  brown 
eyes. 

incall  southbay/outcall  bay  area 
408-512-9677  Amber. 

>  fetish  &  fantasy 


Domination  And  Surrender 

...are  powerfully  erotic.  BackDrop  Club.  For 
over  35  years.  Instruction,  events,  private 
play  sessions,  more.  (650)  965-4499 

www.backdrop.net. 

HOT  DONNA-T.V. 

Sexy  Blond  Cross-dresser.  Slender  26  y/o 

white  transvestite.  In/Outcalls 

Call  Donna  at  (415)  346-1446 _ 

>  help  wanted 


UP  TO  $1,0001  Attractive,  amateur,  female 
submissives/sexual  massochists.  1840  for 
professional  photos/videos.  No  implants. 
Ca»  (415)267-6185^ 


Available 
for  fantasy 
fulfillment, 
DDSM  and 
foot  worship 


Cunning 
Linguist  ana 
charming 
dinner 
companion 


415-605-1332 

ALL  NATURAL  38DD  GODDESS 


Moriah  Felix 


The  best 
location  in  the 
g.  T.  East  Bay! 

Parking  1  Castro  Valley 

Available  ~  4  7 


510-881-2605 

www.mariahfelix.com 


mm?  415-946-9613 


>  transsexual 


YARA 


.TRANSSEXUAL 


Romnnort 


Starving  men, 
I  am  100% 
Functional! 


Now  OR 
Never 


*82 


62 1  - 


7406 


BURLINGAME 

(323) 


more 

local  singles 


415.772.9944 


TRY  FOR  FREE 


CODE  4643 


More  local  numbers: 
1.800.210.1010 
livelinks.com  18+ 
1.900.505.6789  999/mln. 
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A  LT.SEX. COLUMN 


Winter 

wonderland 

By  Andrea  Nemerson 

andrea@mail.altsexcolumn.com 

Dear  Andrea: 

Every  year  I  dread  this  season,  not  because  I  particularly 
hate  the  holidays,  but  because  the  short,  dark  days  depress 
me.  I  talked  to  a  therapist  friend  and  she  doesn’t  think  I 
have  SAD,  and  says  lots  of  people  feel  a  little  gloomy  when 
the  days  get  short.  I  also  notice  that  I  have  almost  no  libido 
this  time-of  year.  I’m  single  and  I  usually  date,  but  when  it 
gets  dark  so  early,  I  just  want  to  sit  on  my  couch  in  my  paja¬ 
mas.  Do  I  have  “seasonal  libido  disorder”?  Is  this  common? 

I  also  find  I  get  the  stereotypical  “spring  fever”  and  can’t 
wait  to  go  out  and  meet  guys  when  the  days  get  longer. Love, 
Poorly  Seasoned 

Dear  Poorly: 

You’re  not  the  only  one!  Even  people  who  need  look  no 
further  than  the  other  end  of  the  couch  often  experience  a 
libido-slump  in  the  winter.  For  the  single,  who  may  have 
to  actually  leave  the  house  to  find  a  prospective  mate,  the 
hurdles  are  higher.  There  are  all  sorts  of  possible  factors, 
including  less  exercise  and  its  possibly  associated  weight 
gain  and/or  lack  of  energy,  as  well  as  the  bigger  push  it 
takes  to  get  up  and  bundle  yourself  into  cold-weather  gear 
and  slog  through  sleet  or  slush,  as  opposed  to  merely  flit¬ 
ting  out  the  door  in  a  darling  little  sundress  whenever 
you  feel  like  it.  There  is  holiday  stress  and  all  those  happy 
couple  and  happy  family  images  forced  down  your  throat 
all  season,  set  to  the  anti-erotic  soundtrack  of  “Winter 
Wonderland.”  Feh. 

But  there  may  be  something  far  more  elemental  going 
on.  It  turns  out  that  a  neuropeptide  called,  adorably  but 
only  coincidentally,  “kisspeptin”  regulates  the  release  of  the 
reproductive  hormones  —  gonadatropin-releasing  hormone 
and  luteinizing  hormone  —  and  allows  animals  to  reach 
puberty,  ovulate,  and  (at  least  in  the  hamsters)  experience 
the  urge  to  go  out  and  meet,  other  hamsters.  I  doubt  it  will 
turn  out  to  be  this  simple  in  humans,  but  for  the  hamsters, 
kisspeptin  is  libido.  And  it  turns  right  off  in  the  winter. 
They  just  stop  making  it. 

I  know  I’m  weird  this  way  but  I  always  enjoy  a  sudden 
sharp  reminder  that  we  are,  despite  our  opposable-thumb- 
wielding,  Wikipedia-consulting  ways,  really  just  very  large 
hamsters.  We  are  living  in  real  bodies  that  exist  on  a  real 
planet  (with  seasons)  and  that  have  barely  changed  since  our 
tree-swinging  days.  Our  bodies  know  this,  even  if  our  mon¬ 
key  minds  often  get  too  distracted  by  the  bright  shininess  of 
modern  technological  existence  to  pay  attention.  Of  course 
the  seasons  affect  us. 

So  what  can  you  do?  You  could  take  a  lovely  “get  your 
groove  back”  beach  vacation.  You  could  make  sure  you  get 
out  of  the  office  every  day  at  lunch.  Or  you  could  just  figure 
that  having  a  low  libido  for  three  months  a  year  is  not  the 
rtiost  horrible  thing  that  could  possibly  happen,  and  hiber¬ 
nate  until  it’s"  over. 

Love, 

Andrea 

See  Andrea's  other  column  at  carnalnation.com. 


gay  adult/ adult 


>  gay  adult 

HOT  GUYS!  HOT  CHAT!  HOT 
FUN! 

Try  FREE  w/  code  2182 
Call  415-402-1009 
or  800-777-8000 

www.lnteractivemale.com _ 

>  gay  sensual 
massage 


Superb  Asian  Massaqc 

-for  Gay  ♦  Bi  Mer»- 
By  Clean  Cut,  Handsome 
Asian  Man 

a  Full  body  sensual  satisfying 

in/  ?45  Oakland 

EZ  parking  Nr.  Bart. 

Out  to  hotels/  ?  65  Hr 

Entire  Bay  Area 

Shin  510-502-2660 

_ Late  hours  O.K. _ 

MASTER  TOUCH 

Get  your  best  massage  in  town  by  a  CMT  / 
ACE  Certified  Muscled  Aslan  Master  Pro  of 
19  yrs  exp.  in  bodywork  &  Personal  Training 
field.  Strong,  Nurturing,  Caring  and  Healing 
Touchl 

In/Out  SF  Eric  Master  cell  (415)  561-0170 
or  www.MassageM4M.com/ 
HandsOnAMasterTouch  ' 

THE  CLASSIC  SENSUAL 
EROTIC  MASSAGE 

Skilled,  Buff,  CMT.  Table-work  with  unscent¬ 
ed  oil  in  a  private,  comfortable  studio. 
24/7.415-203-7027. 


>  man  to  man 


Bi  -  Black  &  Masculine 

First  Timers  Welcome.  Very  discreet,  friendly, 
clean  and  well-endowed!  In/Out  calls. 

Cedric,  (510)  776-5945 _ 

Fireside 

Massage 

Unique,  unhurried  Swedish  massage  for 
men.  12  yrs.  exp.  4-hand  massage  avail. 
California  &  Divisadero  SF  California 
Johnny  (415)  505-3060. 

MUSCLE  MASSAGE  5  10. 190,  hairy, 
muscular  give  complete  erotic  massage. 
Incall/Out  call,  Nick  (415)  934-9325  Cell 
(415)  310-6624. 


>  adult  phone 
dating 


Hot  Friends  with  GREAT 
Benefits! 

Try  FREE  w/  code  3797 
Call  415-772-9944 
or  800-210-1010 
www.llvellnks.com 

HOTTEST  SPANISH  CHATLINE 

TRY  FREE  w/  code  2909 
Call  415430-1126 
or  800-700-6666 

www.fonochatlatlno.com  _ 

>  adult  phone 
(sex) 


Hot  Friends  with  GREAT 
Benefits! 

TRY  FREE  w/  code  3797 
Call  415430-1000 
or  800-210-1010 
www.livellnks.com 


18+ 


Meet  hot  Latino  singles  NOW! 


Other  Cities:  1.800.831.1111  •  Ahora  en  Espanol 


TryUcSlfo?ee  fonochat 


Experience  ecstasy  in  the  hands  ol  a  certified 
Massage  Tlterapist  S  Fitness  Trainer. 

CMT,  ACE  18  YRS  EXR  -  SF.  IH/OUT  CALLS 

RICK:  415-561-0170 


c.o'h' 


MWCHMUWWj™ 


MEN  tN  THE  UK 


try  for 


Son  Mateo  650.532.0000,  San  Jose  408.257.4411, 
Berkeley  510.859.2000,  Pleasanton  925.426.5588, 
Find  your  local  #  1.800.7778000  •• 


1.900.505.2323  $1.99/min.  lnteractiweMale.com  18+ 


EXPLICIT  TALK 

with  HOT  SEXY  Singles! 

CALL  NOW!  SAM  FRANCISCO 

415-992-5769 

SAN  MATEO  650-288-4144  OAKLAND  510-380-8008 
SAN  JOSE  408-849-4390  _ 

-  ,nht  nightexchange.com 

h",1  ^*  ,nangB  Try  our  900  number  1-900-287-2200 at  $20/45  min 
fCarTier  charges  may  apply. 


JUl  lavalife* 

VOICE 


AT  HOME? 

Collect  Call  Billing!  1-866-607-5282  $ 
1-900  PRICING  OPTIONS!  1-900-622-1100 
^^^^^J^tjjARGKMAVAPmiOaSIAjNaAIURa 


ON THE  GO? 
DIAL  #CLICK  (#25425)  g 
79C/min.  Sprint.  Boost,  AT&T 


SFBG.COM/ADULT  47 


GUARDIAN 

THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  B^V  GUARDIAN 


ABC  BARTENDING  SCHOOL 

Bartenders  are  in  demand!  Fun  Jobs! 

Earn  $25-$40/hr  $179  TUITION  W/  THIS  AD!  Job 
Placement  #1  Priority. 

1 -888-901-TIPS,  www.abcbartending.com  _ 


STORAGE  S50/M0NTH! 

2015  McKinnon,  San  Francisco  5  x  7.5  x  7. 
Self-storage.  We  offer  pick  up. 

(415)  826-5607  KennedyStorage.com  _ . _ 

WWW.CEOINCOME.COM 
888-736-7622.  Serious  Only. 


HAIR  MODELS  NEEDED! 

Cutting  and  Color  at  DiPietro  Todd  Salon. 

Call  (415)  693-5549.  www.dlpletrotodd.com. 

BANKRUPTCY  ATTORNEY 

CALL  DEAN  L.  WOERNER  415-550R799 
WWW.SANFRANBK.COM  _ 

Medical  Marijuana 
Evaluations 

Professional,  Affordable  and  Compassionate 
Physicians.  Bay  Area  Housecalls  Available. 

215rx.com 

holistlclnstituteofgreateriiealth.com 

415  637  7487 


KEEP  YOUR  BEER  NEAR! 

Custom  handmade  leather  beer  holsters. 

Be  the  envy  of  party  goers  everywhere! 
www.brewholstercult.com 

Custom  portraits  and  paintings. 
www.jasoncarnold.com 

Check  out  the  hottest  local 
stand  up  comedy 

at  www.punchlinecomedyclub.com? 

StoutRecordingStudlo.com 

$35.00  hr.  Producer/Session  Drummer.  Randy  Burk. 
24  Track  Analog!  510-567-8572  Oakland. _ 

Make  Good  Money! 

Want  more  time  and  financial  freedom? 

Call  415-927-1787  greenteam.truewealthathome.com. 


Rocker  Rehearsal 

60  New  Studios!  24  Hour  Lockout. 
Safe.  Affordable.  Onsite  security. 
Two  SF  Locations.  (415)  518-3357 


GET  LEGAL! 

MEDICAL  MARIJUANA  EVALUATIONS’ 


Match  any  price 

Mention  this  coupon 

• 

24/7  Verification 
Dr.  Hanya  Barth 


Call415-255;12gp> 

www.Green215.com 


> 

Your  #  l 


Hydroponic  & 
Urban  Gardening 
Supplier 


940  Geary  I  3015  San  Bruno 
440-6533  I  467-5555 

San  Francisco 

l  lam  -  7pm  7  Days  A  Week 


Alexandra  wears  the  Roral 
Lace  Bra  and  Disco  Pants, 
both  available  now  in  stores 
and  online. 


Retail  Locations: 

San  Francisco— Union  Square 
San  Francisco— Cow  Hollow 
San  Francisco— Haight  Ashbury 
Berkeley— Telegraph  Men’s 
Berkeley— Telegraph  Women's 
Burlingame—  Downtown 
Napa -Napa  Premium  Outlets 
Palo  Alto— University  Ave 
Gilroy— Gilroy  Premium  Outlets 


American  Apparel9 


Made  In  Downtown  LA 
Sweatshop  Free 
www.amerlcanapparel.net 


Hours:  1 1AM  To  9PM  Doily 


edithrive 


MEDICAL  MARIJUANA  PROVIDER 


4  GRAM  l/8,hs 


FREE  Gift 

for  oil  new  patients  with  first  time 


1933  Mission  St.  (Between  15th  &  16th) 

Medithrive.com 

415.556.2000 


r>t 


USE  METH? 

PAID  STUDY  FOR 
MEN  AND  WOMEN! 


BUMP  is  a  study  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  San  Francisco 
Department  of  PublicHealth 
far  individuals  who  use  meth 


If  you  qualify,  you’ll  receive 
$10-35  per  visit. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION, 

PLEASE  CALL 
415-554-9013 

OR  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE, 
WWW.SFBUMP.COM 


Kum  in  Sommers  LLP 1 BW  n 

Real  Lawyers  for  Real  People 


EMPLOYMENT 

ATTORNEYS 

Advocates  for  employee  rights. 
Free  case  assessment. 

*  Unpaid  Overtime 

*  Rest  &  Meal  Breaks 

*  Harassment 

*  Discrimination 

*  Wrongful  termination 

“Best  of  the  Bay”  Small  Business 
Attorney  for  San  Francisco  County. 
K RON-4  Television,  2008 


415-434-4500 

www.kuminsommers.com 


APC's  SF  Bay  Garden 
Medical  Cannabis  Delivery 
sfbaygarden@gmail.com 

415-618-0680 

www.sfbaygardBn.com 

Onty  InOWduatt  with  logally  nco^moa  Modcal  Carmbta  idonuflcauon 
Coid*  or  a  vwnfoM*  written  rocommeodalion  from  a  physician  lor  moocal 
cannabis  may  obtain  cannabis  Iron;  medical  cannabis  ctspansarlea 


WE  BUYCIMPs' 


DVDS!!! 


&  Video 
Games, 


too! 


We  pay  the  most  cash  &  offer  the  highest  trade  credit. 
®ur  N  c°unter  is  open  Mon-Sat  10:30-10pm,  Sun  11-9pm. 
jjjMCtjP  Call  us  or  visit  AMOEBA.COM  for  more  info! 

SAN  FRANCISC0 1855  HAIGHT  STREET  •  (415)  831-1200 
BERKELEY  •  2455  TELEGRAPH  AVENUE  •  (510)  549-1125 


Highest  prices  paid 
for  your  stuff! 


•]J| 


Validated  parking 
available! 


* 

Have  you  reached  your 

SPEED 

LIMIT? 

Confidential  research  in  San 
Francisco  for  regular  METH  users 
18  &  older  who  are  trying  to  quit. 
Substance  abuse  counseling/work¬ 
shops  &  an  investigational  drug. 
Compensation  offered. 

Call  415-333-QUIT 

www.333QUIT.com 

California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


HANDCRAFTED  LEATHER 
BEER  HOLSTERS 


brewholstercult  com 


GUARDIAN 


PET  OF  THE  WEEK 


Adopt  a  pet  today! 

They  Need  You,  We  Need  You:  Help  us  find  homes 
Tor  cats  and  dogs  this  holiday  season.  Volunteer 
at  Macy’s  Holiday  Windows  in  Union  Square  until 
January  3,  2010. 


jvww.sfspca.org 


THE  SF/SPCA  MADDIE'S  PET  ADOPTION  CENTER 
250  Florida  Street,  SF,  CA  94103 

TUES  -  FR1:  1 :00PM  •  7:00PM  SAT/SUN:  10:00AM  •  6:00PM 
CLOSED  ON  MONDAYS  /  MAJOR  HOLIDAYS 

415-554-3000 


SAN  fMNOSCO 

SPCA 
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